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1. Motivate

What qualities do you look for when you are trying to decide which church to join?
· good preaching

· preach and teach Truth, based on God’s Word

· good music

· active youth group

· good Sunday School options

· good children’s ministry

2. Transition

Today we look at what Paul had to say about how all these qualities should be centered on Christ.

3. Bible Study

3.1 What Is Our Message?
Listen for a mystery revealed.
Colossians 1:24-27  I am glad when I suffer for you in my body, for I am participating in the sufferings of Christ that continue for his body, the church. 25 God has given me the responsibility of serving his church by proclaiming his entire message to you. 26 This message was kept secret for centuries and generations past, but now it has been revealed to God’s people. 27 For God wanted them to know that the riches and glory of Christ are for you Gentiles, too. And this is the secret: Christ lives in you. This gives you assurance of sharing his glory.
According to verse 24, What did Paul do for the sake of the church? 

· suffer for them

· fill up in his flesh what was still lacking in regard to Christ’s afflictions

Paul had never met the Colossian Christians; how could he have suffered for them?

· he was in prison for his role in advancing the gospel among the gentiles

· agonize over them in prayer

· concern for their spiritual growth

· anxiety over the problems they faced

· dealing with false teachers in the church

· he suffered in taking the gospel to those who took the gospel to them

How is suffering an essential part of the Christian life?

· suffering is a part of anyone’s life

· Jesus said that His followers would suffer because they believed in Him

· people oppose Jesus, 

· Christians will receive a hard time because they follow Him

Why do you think that suffering, such as Paul endured as he wrote this letter, often serves to advance the gospel?

· forces people to choose

· somehow it makes our faith something valuable, worth hanging on to, no matter what

· validates the sincerity of the one preaching the message

· when something is forbidden, people will want it all the more

· when a movement is driven “underground,” somehow it is perceived to be desirable

· if others are against it, then it must be a threat to them and indeed be powerful and worth pursuing

To what mystery did Paul refer?

· that the Gentiles would share in the benefits of the Gospel

· both Jews and Gentiles could be God’s people

· Jesus died for all men

· Jesus came to provide salvation for Gentiles as well as Jews

· The Spirit of Christ dwells within every believer
What kinds of things might unchurched people say is their perception of the main message of the churches in our community?

· all they do is preach about how people should give money

· they have a lot to say against what I consider is fun 

· church wants to interrupt my fun weekend

· preachers don’t have much to say that is relevant
· where was the church when I was out of work and my family was sick?

In response to these perceptions …

( Based on how our church spends its time, money and energy, we might want to take an honest look at our priorities.

The Good News of Jesus Christ’s work of redemption is to be the main message of the church.  What are some ways, besides preaching, that the church can proclaim the message of Christ?

· benevolent ministries – a person cannot hear the gospel message if their hungry stomach is growling loudly

· summer camp ministries

· film ministries – from Billy Graham films to, the Jesus Film, to recent movies like Courageous.

· children’s Bible clubs, Royal  Rangers
· Samaritan’s Purse Shoebox ministry

· Christian versions of scouting, (Christian Service Brigade, Awana)

· Drama presentations, seasonal musical presentations
· door to door witnessing

· seminars for families, for finances, for addiction recovery

· mission trips

3.2 Are We Growing Spiritually?
Listen for why Paul is struggling.
Col. 1:28-2:3 (NIV)   We proclaim him, admonishing and teaching everyone with all wisdom, so that we may present everyone perfect in Christ. [29] To this end I labor, struggling with all his energy, which so powerfully works in me.     [2:1] I want you to know how much I am struggling for you and for those at Laodicea, and for all who have not met me personally. [2] My purpose is that they may be encouraged in heart and united in love, so that they may have the full riches of complete understanding, in order that they may know the mystery of God, namely, Christ, [3] in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. 

 How did Paul help believers become spiritually mature? 

· proclaim the Truth about Jesus

· admonish the believers to live holy and righteous lives

· teach them what they need to know to live according to God’s commands
What does “spiritual maturity” look like and act like?  How do you know it when you see it?

· demonstrate the Fruit of the Spirit … love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control

· exercise Spiritual gifts

· have a Biblical world view … not a secular world view

· base your attitudes and actions on Scriptural teaching

· involved in reaching out to others with the Gospel message
What words and phrases describe the kind of effort did Paul expended in preaching and teaching? 

· labor

· struggle

· expend all his energy

· depended on God’s power at work in his own life

Why did Paul work so hard for the Colossians?

· concern for the growth of all the churches

· realization of the importance of their spiritual health at that point in the life of their church

· concern for the various kinds of opposition faced by the church

Think about the lives of people who influenced your coming to know Christ and to mature in Him.  What were qualities in their lives that impress you even today?

· faithfulness

· enthusiasm

· adherence to the Truth, to Scripture teaching

· their knowledge of Scripture

· along with “talking the talk,” they “walked the walk” – they were genuine

3.3 Are We Walking the Walk?
Listen for how Paul was at the same time absent and present.
Col. 2:4-7 (NIV)   I tell you this so that no one may deceive you by fine-sounding arguments. [5] For though I am absent from you in body, I am present with you in spirit and delight to see how orderly you are and how firm your faith in Christ is.  [6] So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live in him, [7] rooted and built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness. 

How would a commitment to the full knowledge of Christ protect the Colossians? 

· they would not be deceived

· fancy arguments would not dissuade them or confuse them

What delighted Paul? 

· they were growing spiritually, even though he was not actually there

· they were orderly (organized, not mixed up)

· they had a firm faith in Christ

What are some marks of an “orderly” or “well ordered” Christian life?

· weekly participation in group worship with other believers

· receive biblical teaching on a regular basis

· personal study of  and meditation on the Word on a daily basis

· finances, relationships, responsibilities are not out of control, not dysfunctional
According to verse 6  as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live in him.  If we received Christ by faith, how do we continue to live by faith?

· trusting in Christ for strength to live a holy life

· trusting daily for wisdom

· trusting for guidance in decisions

· trusting for empowering to serve the Lord and minister for Him

What does verse 7 have to say about an ongoing life of faith?

· rooted, grounded in Christ deeper and deeper

· your faith becomes stronger, you become more and more convinced of God’s sufficiency in your life

· you overflow with thankfulness, praise, worship of God

How do you think continuing a life of faith changes throughout your life, as a teen, as a young adult, in middle age, as a senior adult?

· different set of worries

· different set of responsibilities

· different set of temptations

· if you are daily in God’s Word, over the years, you have a growing understanding and wisdom on which to base your life

· as the years go by, you should become a source of mature advice for younger generations

4. Application
4.1 Christ suffered to save us … we suffer to be faithful to Him
· We can rejoice in our suffering on behalf of Christ

· We can participate in communicating what was a mystery … the Good News of salvation

4.2 From Paul we see that churches need preaching, teaching, and sometimes warning.
· Know that church ministries are hard but rewarding
· Pray and work that our church be a Christ-centered church
4.3 Like the wise man who built his house on the rock, we must base our lives on the teachings of Jesus, the Truth of Scripture
· After you receive Christ as Savior and Lord, you begin to live for Him

· Make every effort this week to sink your spiritual roots deep in God’s Word

· Look for ways that you need to trust Christ each day.

· Let your heart be overflowing with thanksgiving.
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