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Being Served or Serving

1. Motivate

Contrast good and poor service from a wait staff, sales attendant, or tech support person.
	Good Service
	Poor Service

	· quick

· polite

· shows a desire to please

· checks back with you often

· asks good questions to determine your needs

· friendly
	· slow

· rude

· clumsy

· never comes back to see if you need anything

· busy with other activities

· ignores you


2. Transition

The basic difference is one of attitude.
· Today we look at how there is joy in serving others

· Jesus says greatness in His kingdom has to do with serving, not wanting to be served

3. Bible Study

3.1 Remember Jesus’ Example
Listen for a shocking revelation.
Luke 22:19-23 (NIV)  And he took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to them, saying, "This is my body given for you; do this in remembrance of me." [20] In the same way, after the supper he took the cup, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you. [21] But the hand of him who is going to betray me is with mine on the table. [22] The Son of Man will go as it has been decreed, but woe to that man who betrays him." [23] They began to question among themselves which of them it might be who would do this. 

What traditions do you see here that was hundreds of years old?

· Passover celebration

· supper together after nightfall

· drinking of cups of wine

· unleavened bread

What new meaning did Jesus assign to the bread of the Passover meal?
· previously it represented how they ate bread quickly as they left Egypt, it didn’t have time to rise

· now it was to represent His body

· it demonstrated how His body was “broken” as a substitute sacrifice

· we are to partake of the unleavened bread as a symbol of His broken body

· it helps us remember about His death

What was the new meaning of the wine?

· It represented His shed blood – even a similar color

· it represented life that He was offering us

· we partake of the symbolic blood to show we remember how it was shed for us

Part of the Passover observance was to prepare and partake of a newly slain lamb.  How was this also symbolic – though not made part of our Communion or Lord’s Supper observance?

· a lamb had to be slain each year for a family unit

· now Jesus was the “Lamb of God”

· He was to be slain once and for all

· It didn’t have to happen again.

How was this an unusual memorial (funeral) service for Jesus?

· this was put on by the one who was going to die

· it was carried out before He died

· He used it as a teaching moment

· He established it as something to be done repeatedly by the church

· now we have a memorial service for Jesus

Why do  you think it is still important for believers to “do this in remembrance” of Christ, to have this memorial service periodically?

· we need the symbolism just as much as the disciples … 

· maybe even more since we were not physically with Jesus 2000 years ago

· we need concrete objects to help us understand

· we need tangible objects, activities to help us remember

· many of us are visual learners … the visual of the bread and the cup of juice teach us important truths

· Jesus was also implying that this looked forward to when He would celebrate with believers when the Kingdom of God is literal … more than spiritual, as it is now

3.2 Avoid Worldly Perspectives
Why is it frustrating when someone forgets something that is important to us?

· we told them and told them

· it makes you feel that you are not important to them either

Listen for an example of the disciples forgot something Jesus had just told them, or maybe just didn’t even understand it.

Luke 22:24-27 (NIV)  Also a dispute arose among them as to which of them was considered to be greatest. [25] Jesus said to them, "The kings of the Gentiles lord it over them; and those who exercise authority over them call themselves Benefactors. [26] But you are not to be like that. Instead, the greatest among you should be like the youngest, and the one who rules like the one who serves. [27] For who is greater, the one who is at the table or the one who serves? Is it not the one who is at the table? But I am among you as one who serves. 

What demonstrated the disciples’ forgetfulness or lack of understanding?

· Jesus has just given them a graphic illustration of the meaning of His death

· they are off arguing about who among them is the greatest

· who gets the important roles in the coming kingdom?
How does Jesus describe the secular world view of “greatness”?

· kings lord it over their subjects

· people in power declare themselves as “benefactors” (putting a spin on reality)

· people who get waited on by others

How is this demonstrated in our culture?  How does our society seem to define greatness?

· people seeking power of elective office or through business

· we seek recognition for things we have done … we enjoy congratulations 

· we make a big deal about sports stars and famous entertainers

· we are willing to pay lots of money to see them, get their autographs, listen to their CDs and view their videos

Why is it so tempting to seek greatness and recognition?

· we like to flaunt our position – “throw our weight around”

· we think if we had lots of riches we could live the “good life”

· we see famous people (entertainers, sports stars) and would like to experience their popularity

· we like it when people applaud us or tell us we did well 

How does Jesus describe the true spiritual view of greatness?

· the greatest among you should be like the youngest (the one with the least influence)

· greatness is having an attitude of service

· Jesus stated that His greatness was demonstrated by His service (in John’s description of the Last Supper, Jesus had done the lowly task of foot washing)

In what kinds of situations is it easy to serve?

· when you feel appreciated

· when you know people will reciprocate

· when you sense that something good is being accomplished

· when you get tips!

Contrast that with when it is hard to humbly serve others.
· we see others getting recognition for what they do

· if we don’t get it for the contribution we make, then we feel cheated

· it’s our human nature to want recognition and remuneration for our good deeds

· it’s part of our mind set – do a good job and get paid

· we have this concept of  “fairness” – others get rewards of adulation for something they do and we worked just as hard and did just as much

3.3 Adopt a Kingdom Perspective
Listen for how Jesus affirmed the disciples
Luke 22:28-30 (NIV)   You are those who have stood by me in my trials. [29] And I confer on you a kingdom, just as my Father conferred one on me, [30] so that you may eat and drink at my table in my kingdom and sit on thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. 

What did Jesus say about His kingdom?
· He conferred it on the disciples who had stood by Him

· God the Father had conferred it on Him

What promise did Jesus make concerning the kingdom He would confer on them?

· they would eat and drink at His table in that kingdom
· they would sit on thrones

· they would judge the twelve tribes of Israel

How might this relate to are faithful to Him today?

· we fellowship within the Kingdom of God

· we partake of His blessings, His provisions

· we are given places of responsibility in the Kingdom

If we agree that the Kingdom of God is the realm where God rules, how does God want us to be a part of His Kingdom?

· He wants to rule in our hearts and lives

· He wants us to submit to Him

· He wants to be the “boss” of our lives

· He wants to reward us with the blessings of His kingdom … only if He rules

What is difficult about submitting to Christ’s rule in our lives?

· He might ask us to do something difficult

· it might involve giving up something I like

· we fear God will think up some horrible place for us to go or demeaning task to do

· we like to run our own lives … “no one’s going to tell me what to do!”

Jesus demonstrated the attitude of a servant.  If we take on the attitude of a servant in God’s Kingdom how will that be demonstrated in our lives?

· we are involved in the ministries of our church

· we help those in our local body of believers who are in need

· we give of our resources to minister to one another

· we are willing to take the not so fun jobs around the church
· we are generous with our skills, our finances, our time for Christian outreaches

4. Application
4.1 It is important for believers today to observe the Lord’s Supper as Jesus commanded.
· Be aware that it is an act of remembrance

· Consider it an opportunity to be reminded of what Jesus did for us
· Truly worship Him as you participate in the Lord’s Supper

4.2 Remember to keep in contrast the God’s view of greatness with that of the world
· Reject the world’s view

· Jesus demonstrated that greatness is found in those who serve 

· This week, follow the Lord’s example of humble service
4.3 Jesus has a kingdom, the future of which will be wonderful
· Faithfulness to Jesus Kingdom/Rule will not go unrewarded
· Adopt a kingdom perspective … God Rules … especially in your life

· Ask Him if there is some area of your life where He does not rule … confess that to Him and give Him control
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