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Becoming a Person Others Need

1. Motivate

Think of someone who had a positive influence on your life … what were some of the character traits they exhibited by this person?
· kindness

· firmness when needed

· patience

· wisdom, insight into how to handle a situation

· able to work with people

· sees your strengths and helps you apply them

· sees your weaknesses and helps you improve them

2. Transition

Diligence, integrity and purity enrich relationships with people

· Today we look at choosing godly character traits

· God wants to shape us in His image

3. Bible Study

3.1 Work Diligently
Listen for examples of diligence.
Proverbs 6:6-11 (NIV) Go to the ant, you sluggard; consider its ways and be wise! [7] It has no commander, no overseer or ruler, [8] yet it stores its provisions in summer and gathers its food at harvest. [9] How long will you lie there, you sluggard? When will you get up from your sleep? [10] A little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the hands to rest-- [11] and poverty will come on you like a bandit and scarcity like an armed man. 
The author suggests observing the ant to gain wisdom … what reasons are given?
· it has no commander, overseer, ruler

· yet, they store provisions in summer

· they gather a harvest of food

By contrast, what seems to be the faults of the “sluggard”?

· lack of wisdom

· too much sleeping

· too much spending time at rest

· laying around … what we might call a couch potato

What is predicted as the result of this sluggard mentality?

· poverty comes like a bandit

· scarcity comes like an armed man

· not prepared for the future

· can end up dependent on society

Consider Genesis 2:15 (NIV)  The Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take care of it. 

What does this say about why work is a good thing?

· it is part of God’s plan for man

· it is a responsibility given to us by God, Himself

· God gives us resources, expects us to make use of them and take care of them

· we honor and glorify God by taking care of the resources He gives us

So why is work often seen as drudgery?
· some work is boring

· we might feel there is no purpose to it

· recall the “Dirty Jobs” TV show … some work is nasty 
· some work is dangerous, involves risks, high probability of injury

· we have the wrong attitude in how we approach work

· we don’t see it as a way to honor God by what we do

How could work dishonor God?

· if it becomes our deity

· if we become workaholics

· if we use our work to dishonor God

· when like the sluggard, one neglects work

· when the work done is harmful, against godly principles
What is the difference between busyness and diligence?  
	Busyness
	Diligence

	· activity just for the sake of activity

· work that just keeps you busy

· you are doing something just to keep you active

· feel no sense of accomplishment

· a flurry of activity to make it look like you are busy
	· constant and earnest effort to accomplish what is undertaken
· care and caution required to do something right

· doing your best

· making sure the task is completed correctly


What can a believer do to have more of an attitude of diligence, even when the task may be menial?
· look for ways to do the best job possible

· pray as you work … for co-workers, for supervisors, for family, etc.

· ask God to help you have an attitude of diligence … even when the work is boring

· be an encouragement others around you, instead of always joining in complaining

Not working hard enough (the sluggard) can be negative, but working too hard can also be negative.  How do we find a godly balance in our work?

· ask God to help you find that balance
· realize there are different areas of your life which all need attention (family, work, church, etc.)

3.2 Demonstrate Integrity
Listen for actions and traits that God detests.
Proverbs 6:16-19 (NIV) There are six things the Lord hates, seven that are detestable to him: [17] haughty eyes, a lying tongue, hands that shed innocent blood, [18] a heart that devises wicked schemes, feet that are quick to rush into evil, [19] a false witness who pours out lies and a man who stirs up dissension among brothers. 
So, let’s name the detestable traits and actions.
· haughty eyes

· lying

· killing off innocents

· a heart that devises wicked schemes

· a person quick to do evil

· false witnessing

· stirring up dissension

Why do you think “arrogant eyes” is one of the traits that God detests?

· arrogance is “overbearing pride evidenced by a superior manner toward inferiors.”

· pride is not faith in God … it is faith in self above all others

· a believer has confessed his/her sinful condition and repented from it

· we need to realize our own need and dependence on God as Savior and Lord

· arrogance is a form of humanism … “I’m better than others and able to handle my own life”

Why is it not enough to simply avoid these qualities the Lord hates?

· we need to be doing the opposite

· lack of sinful actions is one thing

· it is living in isolation, accomplishing not so much

· a life full of righteous actions is infinitely better

So, how do we demonstrate and live out our hatred of these traits?

· of course we do avoid them at all costs

· but we also choose opposite actions

· work through the list and describe what would be the opposite attitude or action.

Opposites
· kindness, a smile

· tell truth

· treat people as irreplaceable

· plan goodness

· do goodness that you have planned

· honest living

· solving troubles, not causing them

3.3 Exhibit Purity
Listen for comparisons to a lamp or light.
Proverbs 6:23-27 (NIV) For these commands are a lamp, this teaching is a light, and the corrections of discipline are the way to life, [24] keeping you from the immoral woman, from the smooth tongue of the wayward wife. [25] Do not lust in your heart after her beauty or let her captivate you with her eyes, [26] for the prostitute reduces you to a loaf of bread, and the adulteress preys upon your very life. [27] Can a man scoop fire into his lap without his clothes being burned? 
Traffic lights and signals help us get to where we’re driving.  How do God’s commandments  guide us on wise paths?
· keeps you from immorality

· helps you avoid sexual temptations

· keeps you from being “dead meat”

· rescues, prevents you from losing all that is dear in life

· helps you stay pure

We noted that work requires diligence.  Why does purity also require diligence?

· as long as we are breathing, we still have temptations

· we live in mortal bodies … only when we are with Jesus in heaven will we be free from the presence of sin

· it is a moment by moment choosing the right thing

· temptation is all around us … in commercials, in entertainment, even with neighbors and co-workers … it is part of our culture

In what ways is purity a mental issue as well as a physical one?

· we choose to think, look, read about all kinds of things

· our thinking leads to our actions

· if you fill your mind with impure thoughts and images, it is an easy transition to actually do those things
So, how do we guard our thoughts?

· a conscious choice to avoid input that will foster inappropriate thinking

· some families use the “three strikes and it’s out” for rented movies … inappropriate language, actions, situations

· choose appropriate reading, entertainment as better things to fill your mind with

· lots of prayer

How can a parent or grandparent help a child to understand and accept sexual purity?

· first by modeling it before them … the way we dress, the stories/jokes we tell, the entertainment we choose

· careful comments made at appropriate times about what is seen around us in public

· encourage modesty with explanations of why

· lots of prayer

4. Application
4.1 Diligence pays off, laziness comes to no good.
· God’s wisdom says take personal initiative and make preparations for difficult times

· Don’t imitate the sluggard who has all kinds of excuses

· Focus this week on “sure and steady” not only winning the race, but providing for the future

4.2 God is the foremost One offended by our sinfulness
· Sin harms relationships … our relationship with God and meaningful relationships with others

· In the days ahead, pursue integrity as desired by God
4.3 Parents need to be prepared and able to offer wise instruction to their children
· The temporary “pleasure” of sin is costly and destructive

· Purity is a spiritual manner – speaking to the depth of one’s relationship with the Lord

· Ask God for daily wisdom and courage to make the choice for purity … at all levels of life

You might consider showing a clip from the “Dirty Jobs” show to preface this question
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