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Adopt the Right Perspective

1. Motivate

Contrast what was most important to you in your teens with what is most important to you now.
	Important in Teens
	Important Now

	· getting driver’s license

· getting a date

· looking good

· school sports

· academics
	· health problems

· kids, grandkids

· concern about aging parents

· concerns about retirement

· your job


2. Transition

Consider the changes in Moses’ life – what was important when he was young, middle aged, now at the end of his life.

· Today we look at Moses’ retrospective at the end of his life

· He will review the events of his life in a “song”

3. Bible Study

3.1 God Is Worthy
Listen for words and phrases Moses uses to describe God.
Deut. 32:1-4 (NIV) Listen, O heavens, and I will speak; hear, O earth, the words of my mouth. [2] Let my teaching fall like rain and my words descend like dew, like showers on new grass, like abundant rain on tender plants. [3] I will proclaim the name of the Lord. Oh, praise the greatness of our God! [4] He is the Rock, his works are perfect, and all his ways are just. A faithful God who does no wrong, upright and just is he. 
What picturesque language does Moses use to describe his words, his teaching?

· fall like rain

· descend like dew

· descend like showers on new grass

· like abundant rain on tender plants

What do you think he was trying to convey about the things he says?
· his messages would soak into their hearts and minds

· what he said would cover everything

· it would be invigorating for the people to hear

· it would enable spiritual growth

· it would foster good spiritual health

In what ways are our lives, our hearts and minds “new grass” or “tender plants?”

· our spiritual lives are always growing

· we are learning new spiritual lessons

· no matter what our age (spiritual or physical) we are still learning new lessons

· we are to be growing more like Jesus every day
Why do you think Moses declared the greatness of God, even after God had punished him (Num. 20:12-13) and even after the long an arduous wilderness journey?

· God had supplied all their needs

· God had given him direction
· God kept them together  …  1 – 2 million people

· God had given them protection

· God had been merciful, gracious

Why would Moses focus on the worthiness of God, rather than on his own sin and guilt?

· better to be positive about who God is

· not negative about personal sin

· he knew he was forgiven – even though he suffered some consequences of sin

· Moses was impressed with God’s power and authority and love

Why does where we focus matter?

· our focus dictates how we think

· it directs our choices

· it motivates our actions and attitudes

· focus on self accomplishes little good

· focusing on God raises our sights, our motivations

How can God use failure in one’s life to give that person right perspective?

· realize our own limitations

· realize our need for God in our lives

· realize the need to prepare more effectively

· accomplish renewal
· we need to come to that realization for dependence on God in every area of our lives

· enables us to be more forgiving (when we experience God’s forgiveness)

What descriptive words about God do you see in verse 4?

· He is the Rock

· His work is perfect

· His ways are just, righteous (He does the right thing)

· He is faithful, He is true

· has no prejudice

How do these descriptive words encourage you?

· we can depend on God

· we are assured that He will do the right thing

· God is not influenced like politicians are – He does the right thing, even when it might keep Him from being popular

· God’s justice is perfect – it is not twisted by man’s poor choices
(  Meditating on the truth that God is “righteous and true” will empower you to endure difficulties!

3.2 Humanity Is Willful
Listen for how God is Israel’s “Father.”
Deut. 32:5-9 (NIV) They have acted corruptly toward him; to their shame they are no longer his children, but a warped and crooked generation. [6] Is this the way you repay the Lord, O foolish and unwise people? Is he not your Father, your Creator, who made you and formed you? [7] Remember the days of old; consider the generations long past. Ask your father and he will tell you, your elders, and they will explain to you. [8] When the Most High gave the nations their inheritance, when he divided all mankind, he set up boundaries for the peoples according to the number of the sons of Israel. [9] For the Lord's portion is his people, Jacob his allotted inheritance. 
Verses 5 & 6 present a contrast.  How were the people different from the people of Israel?

· they acted corruptly

· they don’t act like they are His children

· they are warped, crooked, foolish, unwise

Why do people, even believers today, so often want to go their own way and not follow the Lord?

· still have a sinful nature

· not willing to believe that God’s way is the best way

· like children, we are foolish and unwise

· not willing to trust in God’s strength to enable us to live according to God’s way

So how is God described as Israel’s “Father”?
· He is their Creator
· He made them

· He formed them

In what ways to Christians have even more reasons than the Israelites to readily admit and confess our sins?

· God is likewise our Creator – but Jesus is also our Savior

· we know our sins are forgiven

· we know the price for our sinful natures is already paid

· we have the Spirit of God indwelling our hearts and lives, empowering us to obey and to serve God

· we have scriptures such as 1 John 1:9 (NIV)   If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. 

Why do people find it easier to point out waywardness of others than to admit to their own sins?

· by pointing out someone else’s sin, I contrast them to me … making me look better

· we have blinders concerning our own failures (sins)

What is the danger in this kind of blame game?

· we fail to make things right with God

· we fool ourselves into self-righteousness

· we miss the blessings of being right with God

3.3 God’s Ways Are Wonderful
Listen for what God says about idols and idolatry. 
Deut. 32:36-39 (NIV) The Lord will judge his people and have compassion on his servants when he sees their strength is gone and no one is left, slave or free. [37] He will say: "Now where are their gods, the rock they took refuge in, [38] the gods who ate the fat of their sacrifices and drank the wine of their drink offerings? Let them rise up to help you! Let them give you shelter! [39] "See now that I myself am He! There is no god besides me. I put to death and I bring to life, I have wounded and I will heal, and no one can deliver out of my hand.  … [43] Rejoice, O nations, with his people, for he will avenge the blood of his servants; he will take vengeance on his enemies and make atonement for his land and people. 
When does God say He will have compassion on His people?
· when He sees their strength is gone

· when He sees them come to the end of themselves

· when “no one is left” (standing?)

What will be His observation, His questions, His accusations?

· just where are the gods you took refuge in?

· what good did it do to participate in sacrifices to them?

· you think they’re going to get up and help you?

· you think you’re going to be sheltered?

What claims does God make?

· I am the one who will give you shelter

· there is no God besides me

· I have the power of life and death

· when I wound, I will also heal

· no one can capture you out of my hand

God is describing His compassion.  How can God’s compassion impact your perspective on life?

· God is the only one you can trust in

· He’s the only one who truly loves you

· He’s the only one with the power and authority to guide your life

Why is there no conflict between God letting us hit rock bottom and showing us compassion at the same time?

· that’s the only way some people discover God’s compassion

· we make the choice to cause us to end up hitting rock bottom

· God just lets us go on in our own free will

· He is always there, ready to pick up the pieces and put things back together

· that sequence of events is often the most effective way that we learn these realities

4. Application
4.1 Adopting the right perspective begins with letting God be God
· Let Him be in charge of your life

· Realize God’s greatness … goodness … perfection

· Tell God you are in awe of Him … you believe in His Truth and Justice

4.2 God is faithful, people are unfaithful
· Sin is foolish, it results in death … not life

· Live in such a way that you demonstrate lessons of faith and faithful living before children, grandchildren, and other young believers
4.3 Human beings are prone to turn to worthless and useless idols that cannot meet their real needs
· God will deal with sinners in a just way

· Remember also that God has compassion on sinners

· He desires to deal with us in a merciful way – thank God this week for the mercy He has demonstrated in your life.
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