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A Generous Heart

1. Motivate

What is your idea of “generosity?”   What are some synonyms for “generosity?”
· kindness

· bigheartedness

· openhandedness

· liberality

· bounty

· bounteousness

· munificence

· charity

2. Transition

Think of some examples of when you have seen these qualities demonstrated recently.
· parents with children – gave them an extravagant gift

· children with their friends – shared without being asked

· a friend of yours picked up the tab at a restaurant

Today we look at the concept of a “generous heart.”
3. Bible Study

3.1 Guidelines for Giving
Listen for specific instructions from Paul about church giving.
1 Cor. 16:1-2 (NIV)   Now about the collection for God's people: Do what I told the Galatian churches to do. [2] On the first day of every week, each one of you should set aside a sum of money in keeping with his income, saving it up, so that when I come no collections will have to be made. 

Let’s list the specifics about giving stated by Paul in these verses.
· on the first day of the week

· each one of you

· set aside a sum of money

· in keeping with your income (proportionally)

· do this before I come – do this regularly … not just at the end of the year

Why do you think Paul gave such specific instructions to the Corinthians? 

· best to be specific when it comes to finances

· Paul didn’t want to have it happening when he was present

· he wanted them to do this as part of worship all the time, not just on special occasions

· wanted it all taken care of when he arrived so he wouldn’t have to make an issue of it at that time
Why did Paul want the Corinthians to give ahead of time and systematically?

· when he got there, the total amount would be ready to go to Jerusalem 

· when we give systematically, we are giving specific thought and planning to our giving

· when you make it a practice to do something on a regular basis it becomes a part of your lifestyle

· the promised blessings from Malachi also become regular and systematic!
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Agree or disagree

	Agree
	Disagree

	· it becomes part of your budget, thus is not a sacrifice

· sacrifice means beyond your normal practice

· maybe after you are used to doing it, it just doesn't seem like a sacrifice
	· a person can plan to give a sacrificial amount

· when a person first begins to give 10% it makes a significant impact on their budget

· actually 10% of your income is always a significant chunk


Paul encouraged the Corinthians to plan their giving … what negative things would happen if we only gave on impulse?

· there could be good weeks and bad weeks/months

· there would rarely be enough to meet the needs of the ministry

· our "impulses" are not dependable, either in frequency or in amount given

· the church could not plan ahead for expanded outreach or facilities

How  is our consistent giving an act of worship?

· we are declaring or affirming the true ownership of our resources

· we are declaring our faith in God's sufficiency with 90% of our total income

· when we give it joyfully, we are declaring God's worth, His worthiness

· we are investing in the Kingdom, the rule of God in people's lives

How can you make your giving more worshipful?

· as you write the check and/or place the funds in the envelope, pray a prayer of thanks giving

· pray for the people these funds will reach (foreign missions, little kids' SS classes, youth workers)

· during the taking of the offering thank God for His sufficiency, his blessings in your life  -- materially, spiritually, and so many other ways

· pray for the financial needs of missions projects around the world – pray that people's hearts will be moved to obey these commands of God's Word
Jesus also had some advice about our giving.  Listen for principles He gives.

Matthew 6:2-4 (NIV)  "So when you give to the needy, do not announce it with trumpets, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and on the streets, to be honored by men. I tell you the truth, they have received their reward in full. [3] But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, [4] so that your giving may be in secret. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you. 

What style of giving did Jesus command us to adopt? 

· discreet (not open) giving

· it is between you and God, not for others to know how much

· we should not give with the goal of receiving honor and being noticed

Why is it difficult for us to do a good deed and keep quiet about it?

· we like to be recognized as being kind and/or beneficent

· we like to be recognized as being a nice person, a generous person

· we like to impress others with being a good guy

· we want people to think well of us

· some how we equate good deeds with spirituality

What are some specific ways Christians could be more secretive in their giving?

· don’t demand recognition for giving to projects

· don’t expect to have your name on a plaque for giving to a particular cause

· simple things like preparing the giving envelopes ahead of time

· keep your mouth shut … no bragging

3.2 Paul’s Message on Giving
Listen for how the people in Corinth responded in a material way to God’s love.

2 Cor. 8:1-9 (NIV)   And now, brothers, we want you to know about the grace that God has given the Macedonian churches. [2] Out of the most severe trial, their overflowing joy and their extreme poverty welled up in rich generosity. [3] For I testify that they gave as much as they were able, and even beyond their ability. Entirely on their own, [4] they urgently pleaded with us for the privilege of sharing in this service to the saints. [5] And they did not do as we expected, but they gave themselves first to the Lord and then to us in keeping with God's will. [6] So we urged Titus, since he had earlier made a beginning, to bring also to completion this act of grace on your part. [7] But just as you excel in everything--in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete earnestness and in your love for us--see that you also excel in this grace of giving. [8] I am not commanding you, but I want to test the sincerity of your love by comparing it with the earnestness of others. [9] For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that you through his poverty might become rich. 
What was the financial condition of the people Paul described in Macedonia?

· severe trials

· extreme poverty

Actually the Romans had treated this area harshly
· seized their mining industry

· taxed them for the rights to smelt copper and iron

· cancelled their rights to cut lumber for homes and ships

What things did the Macedonian Christians do that impressed Paul? 

· responded in rich generosity

· gave as much as able

· gave beyond their ability

· actually pleaded for the opportunity to give

· did not do as Paul expected, gave themselves first to the Lord, then to Paul’s work

How can joy lead to generosity, even when a person lives in poverty?

· the joy of knowing Jesus motivates us to generosity

· we realize how rich we really are when we know Jesus

· we have a sense of God’s sufficiency 

· we are motivated by the love of Jesus within us

What prevents people from joyfully giving of their resources to the Lord for His work?

· greed

· fear

· misunderstanding

· ignorance

Now Paul describes the spiritual health of the Corinthian church.  What words or phrases in this passage describe their spiritual health?

· faith

· speech

· knowledge

· earnestness

· love

According to the passage, why did Paul avoid commanding the Corinthians to give? 

· test the sincerity of their love

· compare it with the earnestness of others
Paul goes on to talk of Christ – what example did Christ set for us?

· demonstrated grace/blessing

· he was rich (as the deity)

· became poor for our sakes

· then we become (spiritually) rich due to his (spiritual) poverty

How does Christ’s example motivate us to give?

· you think how much He gave us

· consider how much He gave up so we can have salvation

· our temporal resources can be given up to be a tool to bless others

· God will continue to bless us when we give to others like He does to us

The true test of our love – for the Lord, for someone else – is evidenced by our actions

( Including our exercise of the grace of giving

( As our love for Jesus grows, our giving will grow as a result

4. Application
4.1 Study again Paul’s guidelines – evaluate how you line up with his advice to give …
· Systematically

· Individually

· Purposefully

· Proportionately

· Privately

4.2 Paul noted the Macedonians “gave themselves first to the Lord and then to us in keeping with God's will.”  
· Ask yourself if there are areas of your life where you tend to hold back and not surrender to God.

· Ask God to help you be able to be fully surrendered to Him

· Surrender to God your time, your talents, your treasure

4.3 We also noted the concept of the “grace of giving” … the “blessing” of giving
· Pray about what would happen in the life of our church if we began to excel in this grace

· Meditate on how this would bless people’s lives in such a way as to impact eternity

Planned giving is not sacrificial giving
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