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A Passion to Share the Gospel

1. Motivate

What marketing methods are least likely to persuade you?
· tele-marketing

· door to door sales

· an arm twisting salesman

· all those advertisements that come in junk mail packets

· the people that demonstrate a gadget at a county fair … “it slices, it dices …”

· cable TV shopping networks
2. Transition

Paul talks about persuading people in today’s passage.
· He will tell us why he is motivated

· God calls us to share the gospel.
3. Bible Study

3.1 Accountable Before the Lord
Listen for a fear.
2 Corinthians 5:9-11 (NIV)  So we make it our goal to please him, whether we are at home in the body or away from it. 10  For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive what is due him for the things done while in the body, whether good or bad. 11  Since, then, we know what it is to fear the Lord, we try to persuade men. What we are is plain to God, and I hope it is also plain to your conscience.
What should be the believer’s goal?   
· to please the Lord

· at home

· away from home

· while living

· when we face God in eternity

What future realities motivated Paul to please the Lord in all he said and did?

· we will all appear before the judgment seat of Christ

· each believer will receive what is due him for the things done while he was a believer

· we will be judged (evaluated) for both good and bad

What does Paul’s phrase “fear of the Lord” tell you about Paul’s and Timothy’s relationship with God?

· they stood in awe of God 

· they respected God

· they held God in the highest regard

· they would never use his name lightly or make jokes about Him

· they revered God

So what does Paul say was his motivation to try to persuade others to follow Christ? 

· based on the coming judgment seat of Christ for believers

· based on fear/awe/reverence for God

· due to a sense of responsibility given by God (the Great Commission)

What is good about fearing God?

· you have the right perspective

· you realize His power, authority,  majesty

· you submit to this authority

· you have no desire to rebel or go against Him

How does fear of God get misapplied or misunderstood?

· when scare tactics are used in presenting the Gospel … “turn or burn”  … “Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God” (a sermon by Jonathan Edwards)

· telling kids “God is going to strike you down for what you did”

· when we put a guilt trip on ourselves and try to work hard to please God in our own strength

· somehow think that it affects the status of our eternal salvation

How should the knowledge that we are accountable to the Lord affect our attitude toward witnessing and other spiritual ministries?

· we do not treat it lightly

· we are faithful in carrying out the responsibilities

· we prepare sufficiently

· don’t try to “wing it”

· prepare your own heart for the ministry situation 
(no joking around with less than an hour to go before the ministry situation)

3.2 Loved by Christ
Listen for what else compelled Paul.
2 Corinthians 5:14-17 (NIV)   For Christ's love compels us, because we are convinced that one died for all, and therefore all died. 15  And he died for all, that those who live should no longer live for themselves but for him who died for them and was raised again. 16  So from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view. Though we once regarded Christ in this way, we do so no longer. 17  Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!
 According to Paul, what motivated  the way he lived life, his attitude toward Christ, and the way he viewed others? 
· Christ’s love compelled him

· he remembered that Jesus died for him, for every person

· he believed that Jesus’ sacrifice meant he (and we) can no longer live only for our own personal satisfaction

· we give our lives (which have been purchased by Christ’s death and resurrection) to Him, to His purposes

How do Christians sometimes have the wrong motivation in ministries that give them attention and popularity?

· people give them recognition

· “you sang/spoke/taught really well today”

· in some situations there is lots of money to be made

· they forget that it is God that gave them the skill to minister

· their motivation is not to reach out to minister, rather it is to make themselves look good

How does love motivate us?

· someone demonstrates love to me

· I tend to respond to that love in kind

· with true love, a  person acts for our good with no desire or guarantee for reciprocity

· when we see that directed to us, we want to do the same … to them, to someone else

· Christ’s love for us is that kind of love … we don’t deserve it, we cannot expect it

· we are drawn to that kind of love and it makes us want to do likewise for others

Why did Christ die for everyone?  What elements of the gospel message are found in these verses? 
· we have all sinned, we are all in rebellion against God

· we were born with that attitude, predisposed to defy God

· the penalty for that is death

· Jesus loved us so much (even though we rebelled and sinned against Him) that He took our place in death

· He took the punishment I deserved and gives me new life, eternal life, eternal union with God 

· I deserved eternal separation from God (spiritual death) but Jesus made it possible to receive eternal life
How is it possible for us to be motivated both by the fear of the Lord and Christ’s love? 
· we are in awe of God

· we are in awe of His love for us, despite our sinful attitudes and actions

· we are so overwhelmed with the concept that God loves us that we respond in submission and obedience to Him
3.3 Commissioned as an Ambassador
Listen for a ministry.
2 Corinthians 5:18-21 (NIV)   All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: 19  that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting men's sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation. 20  We are therefore Christ's ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ's behalf: Be reconciled to God. 21  God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.
What did God do through Christ? 
· reconciled us to Himself through Christ

· we were once enemies with God, now (through Christ) we are actually God’s children

· Christ’s substitutionary death made it possible for God to love us and bless us – and still remain a Holy and Righteous God who punishes sin

· sin has been punished, our sin debt has been paid by Jesus’ death
To what office have we been commissioned on behalf of Christ? 
· ministry of reconciliation

· we share with others what God has done for us and can do for them

· we are ambassadors for Christ

· we represent Jesus to others

· we are His spokespersons

What does it mean to be an ambassador for Christ?

· represent Christ to people

· communicate to them His love, His desire for their salvation

· point people to a personal relationship with Jesus

· witness faithfully, effectively

Someone has said that believers are the only “Jesus” that some will ever see.  What kinds of things in the life of a believer would keep others from seeing Jesus in their lives?

· anger

· intolerance

· lack of love and compassion

· selfishness

· inability to control your own life (personal habits)

· inappropriate language

· when we shade the truth, otherwise known as cheating, lying, dishonesty

What kinds of things do we need to have changed in our lives so that Jesus can be seen more clearly, so that we will be more effective ambassadors?

· confess, repent of sins 

· keep your relationship with Christ current

· receive power of God's Spirit to live above these temptations

· Ask God to give us His love and compassion

· pray that you will be a clear “channel” through which the love of Christ can flow

· be reading and meditating daily on God’s Word
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Application
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Begin with prayer. 

· When you wake up in the morning, instead of picking up 
your cell phone, get on your knees and ask God to work 
through you. 
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Learn to share. 

· Do you know how to communicate the gospel to others? 

· At its simplest, witnessing is telling what Jesus has done for you. 

· If you want to learn some tools that would help you, talk to your pastor or church leadership. 

· Consider using the inside front cover of your Lifeway Bible Study guide as you talk to another person about Jesus. 

Share. 

· Ask God to grant you one opportunity this week to be a blessing to others and share the gospel with them in both words and actions.
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Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.





The secret message is


SHARE THE GOSPEL





Here I am Lord; please use me to be a blessing to others today. Help me to be Your ambassador today





To decode your secret message, unscramble each of the clue words (which come from this week’s verses). Copy the letters in the numbered cells to other cells with the same number.





More activities at � HYPERLINK "http://www.biblestudiesbysteve.com/SundaySchool/FamilyActivities/PassionToShareTheGospel/" ��http://www.biblestudiesbysteve.com/SundaySchool/FamilyActivities/PassionToShareTheGospel/�












5

