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You’ll Never Die

1. Motivate

What have you heard promoted as the modern day “fountain of youth,” something that will revitalize your life?
· special drink with anti-oxidants

· a new diet – “You eat the food, you lose the weight”

· Sleep-Number bed

· Pilates exercises

· a new wardrobe

· the Peloton Exercise Bike

· aroma therapy

· special skin care products

· a face lift

· Botox

· hair replacement “with your own hair”

2. Transition

We all want to renew and revitalize our bodies and our lives.

· Of course we know that there is no “fountain of youth”

· However, Jesus resurrection makes a new resurrection life possible for believers

3. Bible Study

3.1 Believe … and Never Die
Listen for Jesus’ promise.
John 11:25-27 (NIV)  Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he dies; 26  and whoever lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?" 27  "Yes, Lord," she told him, "I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, who was to come into the world."
What did Jesus declare Himself to be?
· the resurrection

· the life

What does this “I am” statement teach us about Jesus’ nature and character?

· Jesus is the one who provides eternal life

· we will die physically

· but those who are believers will be resurrected from physical death to spiritual life … union with God

Jesus asked Martha, “Do you believe this?”  What was her response?
· Yes, Lord

· I believe you are the Christ (Messiah)
· you are the Son of God who has come into the World
Why do you think Jesus asked if she believed?  Wouldn’t He (as omniscient God) already know?

· this is not a test for Jesus to find out her belief

· this is a test for Martha to find out about herself

· Jesus wants each of us to make that declaration for our own selves

· He was pushing her to make a personal commitment

How can one who is dead still have life?

· physical death can be defined a couple of different ways

· cessation of life signs (heartbeat, respiration,  blood pressure, brainwaves)

· separation of body and spirit

· spiritual life is union of the spirit of a person with God

What does it mean to “believe in” Jesus?

· receive as personal Truth, Jesus work of redemption

· to confess and repent from a sinful way of life

· to accept by faith that Jesus has taken the penalty for our sins and offers us forgiveness and eternal life

To whom does He personally become resurrection and life?

· to those who respond to His offer of salvation

· to those who have confessed and repented from their sinfulness

· to those who have received His promise of the forgiveness of sins

How would you describe the hope of eternal life to someone who’s never heard about it?

· contrast the life and death of a plant … it just ceases to exist when it dies

· our spirits continue on even when our physical life ends

· those who have accepted Christ as Savior and Lord will be with Him spiritually forever, eternally

How does the hope of eternal life influence your daily decisions?

· realization that my actions in the here and now will affect eternity

· what I do affects my own eternal destiny

· it also can affect the destiny of those around me

· faith and obedience to the Lord can accomplish great things

How can you live in such a way to demonstrate your personal hope of eternal life to people around you who don’t know Jesus?

· acts of kindness

· personal witness, sharing your hope

· come along side those who are struggling, grieving – encouragement, practical help, prayer

3.2 Resurrection … Difficult to Accept
Listen for a struggle with doubt.
John 20:24-25 (NIV)  Now Thomas (called Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with the disciples when Jesus came. 25  So the other disciples told him, "We have seen the Lord!" But he said to them, "Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger where the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will not believe it."
What experience did the disciples have that Thomas was denied because he was not present with them? 
· Jesus had appeared to them

· He had talked with them

· they had seen and probably even touched Him – an embrace, He showed them his hands and side

How did Thomas respond to their claim to have seen the risen Lord? 
· I’ll have to see the nail marks in His hands

· I’ll have to be able to touch them

· I’ll need to put my hand in that sword wound in His side

· otherwise I don’t believe it

Do you consider Thomas a skeptic or an honest searcher?
	Skeptic
	Honest Searcher

	· “He was dead”
· “they put Him in a tomb”
· “people don’t come back from that (well, maybe Lazarus)”
· “no way!”
	· I must have a personal encounter

· would not take eyewitness testimony

· I really want to know for sure

· I want it to be true, but it seems so impossible


What obstacles often hinder people from believing in the resurrection of Jesus?
· they think the story of the resurrection is just folklore – like the “headless horseman” of Sleepy Hollow

· the body was stolen by Jesus’ followers and a “story” of the resurrection told all over

· if I accept Jesus’ claims, I’ve got to give up my lifestyle

· “what an impossible story – how could I base my life on an impossible story?”

· religion is just a crutch

· that’s so long ago, how can we be sure of the historical accuracy of the records

· it’s just like today, “fake news”
How should we deal with our doubts about Christianity? 
· talk to God, tell Him your struggles of doubt

· read Scripture on a daily basis, think about what you’ve read, apply what you’ve read

· fill your mind with what God says – it’s like a reprogramming process

· get together with other folks who are studying the Bible

· consider spiritual counselling 
3.3 Jesus Fulfills His Promise … Resurrection
Listen for Thomas’ response to seeing Jesus.
John 20:26-29 (NIV)   A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with them. Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you!"  27  Then he said to Thomas, "Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe." 28  Thomas said to him, "My Lord and my God!" 29  Then Jesus told him, "Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed."
This time Thomas is also present.  What did Jesus invite Thomas to do? 

· put your finger here in the nail prints

· look close at my hands

· check out the sword wound in my side

· stop doubting … believe!
How would it be possible for a person to have doubt and faith at the same time?
· what you read and hear sounds right
· you want those facts to be true

· at the same time you know this isn’t the way things normally work

· your doubt is more of an amazement of the very possibility that God can do this

· you have a “how can this be” feeling at the same time you know “God said/did it”

· Recall the father’s encounter with Jesus, quoted in Mark 9:24 Immediately the boy's father exclaimed, "I do believe; help me overcome my unbelief!" – whereupon Jesus healed the man’s son

Thomas declared his belief.  What does it mean to confess Jesus as “my Lord and my God”?
· He is lord of your life

· He is the one you obey

· He is God … Jesus is God, Himself … the Creator of the Universe

· He returned from the grave to prove that we can trust Him, believe Him, believe what He says
None of us have seen Jesus physically.  What do we get to learn from the response of Thomas?

· he wanted firsthand experience with the risen Jesus

· he actually did see and feel the wounds

· he knew Jesus personally and identified who He was and what was His condition

· we have an eye-witness recording what he saw and heard

· we also have a record of how it affected him, how it changed his opinion, his belief

Thomas wanted a personal, firsthand experience and got it.  What kind of firsthand experience can we have with the risen Jesus?

· when we pray, we believe that He hears us

· when we receive Him as Savior and Lord, God’s Holy Spirit dwells within our hearts and minds

· when we read His Word, God’s Spirit applies it personally to our lives
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Application
Believe. 
· Jesus is alive, and He invites you to follow Him. 
· If you have never trusted in Christ, place your full faith in Him.

· Talk to someone in your group about your desire to believe and trust in Christ.

Investigate. 
· If you still wonder if the resurrection of Jesus is something we can count on, look into it for yourself. 
· Many books address the reality of the resurrection, such as Buried Hope or Risen Savior: The Search for Jesus’ Tomb by Charles Quarles or The Case for Christ by Lee Strobel.

Share. 
· Who has God put on your heart to hear the truth of the resurrection and eternal life? 
· Let God use you in the life of another person. 
· Ask God to put someone on your heart who needs to hear about His resurrection and promise of eternal life.
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Fallen Phrases
A video of the application points is available.


View at � HYPERLINK "https://watch.liberty.edu/media/t/1_shd40lw0" �https://watch.liberty.edu/media/t/1_shd40lw0� 


Download from � HYPERLINK "https://tinyurl.com/y3cwk5gp" �https://tinyurl.com/y3cwk5gp� 





Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.





Here’s an important statement I made about the resurrection. But it was so long ago, the letters fell off … straight down.  Replacing some letters should be easy to figure out, like where there’s only one blank in that column.  Look for two or three letter words and figure what two or three letters in those columns make a sensible word.  If you know who I am, that’s also a clue.  My name was there with the other words.  Watch out for punctuation marks also. If you get stuck go to � HYPERLINK "https://tinyurl.com/y3cwk5gp" �https://tinyurl.com/y3cwk5gp� And, there’s more Family Activities there.
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