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Why Can’t We Fix It?

1. Motivate

When have you seen a fix-it job actually make things worse?

· plumbing fix turned into major sheet rock project

· touch up job turned into need to paint the whole room

· changing oil on the mower ended up in major overhaul

· hanging a picture resulted in wall board repair

· removing a wall for the “open look” required $2000 beam to support the rest of the house

· planting a few tomato plants ended up being a large garden

· clean up the garage ended up with buying shelves, cabinets, a workbench

· changing a belt on the sweeper ended up being a trip to the appliance store

· leaky washer hose replacement resulted in major plumbing repair

2. Transition

Sometimes what we do results in worse problems than what we started

· Today we look at why we can’t fix our own spiritual problems
· The reality is, we are unable to live up to God’s holy standard in our own strength.

3. Bible Study

3.1 God’s Standard
Listen for what God commands.
Deuteronomy 5:32-33 (NIV)  So be careful to do what the LORD your God has commanded you; do not turn aside to the right or to the left. 33  Walk in all the way that the LORD your God has commanded you, so that you may live and prosper and prolong your days in the land that you will possess.
What did Moses admonish the people to do in relationship to the

commands of God? 
· be careful to do what God told you

· don’t deviate right or left from God’s intended path for you

· walk (live) in the way God intends, commands

The KJV says “Ye shall observe to do therefore as the Lord your God hath commanded you.” What does the phrase “observe to do” mean?
· look carefully what God has said

· do more than look at it and agree with it

· obey it

· apply it to your lives
What words indicate that God expected the people to conform completely to His Word? 
· be careful

· these are commands to be obeyed

· don’t deviate from it, right or left … not even a little bit

What are some things that often tempt us to turn to the left or right from God’s plan for our lives?

· temptations of materialism … all the advertising with which we are bombarded

· temptations of lust – as influenced by entertainment media

· the desire to run my own life … “no one tells me what to do”

· lack of faith that God will meet the need

· temptations of substance abuse … everything from chocolate to hard drugs

· desires for power, authority

What motivation or outcomes are promised to the faithful? 
· you may live (and not die)

· you may prosper

· you may prolong your days, live a long life

· you will enjoy and possess the land you will be given

How might Christians understand those promises in light of a relationship with Jesus Christ?
· heed what Jesus has said

· apply His Truth to your life

· live out the principles He established

· our lives should demonstrate that we are rescued from both the penalty and the power of sin over us

· as we trust and obey God’s Holy Spirit living/dwelling within us we will demonstrate and live out the Fruit of the Spirit

How have you personally experienced the blessings that come from following God’s instructions?

· needs met

· finances provided

· job opened up at the right time

· protection in a traffic incident

· healing

· God worked in my kids’ lives, bringing them out of a rebellious phase

3.2 We Are Unable to Meet God’s Standard
Listen for how to be justified.
Galatians 3:10-12 (NIV)  All who rely on observing the law are under a curse, for it is written: "Cursed is everyone who does not continue to do everything written in the Book of the Law." 11  Clearly no one is justified before God by the law, because, "The righteous will live by faith." 12  The law is not based on faith; on the contrary, "The man who does these things will live by them."
 So who is accursed, according to what Paul says here?

· cursed is everyone who does not do everything written in the Book of the Law

Think of some situations that cannot be both/and … they must be either/or … there is no in-between.

· dead vs. alive

· pregnant or not pregnant

· married or single

Paul is saying that you either go with works or faith.  Why is combining faith and Law impossible? 

· you are not justified by the law

· it is by faith that one is justified

· the law is not based on faith

· Vs. 12 "If you wish to find life by obeying the law, you must obey all of its commands." 

Let’s list some differences between living by the law and living by faith?

	Living by the Law
	Living by Faith

	· always trying to do the right thing

· making sure to know all the rules

· trying to satisfy God by keeping all the “Thou shalt not” rules

· hoping all the good you do outweighs the failures, the bad
	· confessing your inability to obey all God’s rules – you are born a sinner

· receive by faith God’s work of redemption, God’s forgiveness
· live in obedience to God by the power of God’s Spirit within you


What examples can you give of the futility of pursuing a religious rule list as a means of achieving salvation?

· you always end up failing

· how can you know all the rules

· does it include all the Jewish sacrificial and dietary laws?

· is it the same set of rules for everyone around the world?

· must I live by someone else’s rule list (which I believe is too strict)?

· what if they don’t believe in the same list I do … will they not be saved?

How does Christ save people from the curse of the Law? 

· the law pronounces a curse

· Christ took upon Himself the curse we deserved

· he became a curse for us
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( Consider how redemption helps you see the law in a whole new way …

· The Law shows us God’s heart

· It guides our behavior, but God must empower us

· Jesus demonstrated following God’s commands – He too was empowered by the Spirit

3.3 The Law Was Temporary
Listen for the purpose of the law.
Galatians 3:19a (NIV) What, then, was the purpose of the law? It was added because of transgressions until the Seed to whom the promise referred had come. … 24-25  So the law was put in charge to lead us to Christ that we might be justified by faith. 25  Now that faith has come, we are no longer under the supervision of the law.
According to Paul, what was the purpose of the Law? 

· added because of transgressions

· was in place until Christ came

· was meant to inform us of our need, our sin problem

· would inform us that we had transgressed God’s standard

What or who is the “seed” spoken of in verse 19?

· Jesus, the Messiah

· Jesus, the Lamb of God that takes away the sin of the world

· Jesus, the perfect sacrifice for our sins

What freedom did faith in Christ bring? 

· the law was like a schoolmaster, pointing out our need

· it pointed to Christ, lead us to Him

· now that we can trust in what Christ has done we are no longer under the supervision of this “schoolmaster”
What does it mean to have “faith in Christ?”  How do you describe this to a 5th grader?

· not to trust your own good works

· rather to trust in what Christ has done

· to believe what God says about sufficiency of death of Christ which provides forgiveness

What role does the law now play in the life of a Christian?
· reminds us of God’s standards

· helps us continue to realize we cannot satisfy God in our own strength

· even after we have received Christ by faith, we cannot live the Christian life in our own strength

· we receive our salvation by faith, and we live a life pleasing to God by faith … in His strength

· Jesus is the author and finisher of our faith, He  initiates and perfects our faith
(Heb. 12:2)
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How do we help one another to live by faith

· support one another in prayer

· share one another’s burdens

· live as an example of what God wants and how to live by faith

· teach and model the Christian experience to the next generation
Application
Seek forgiveness. 

· Admit to God your sin and failures. 

· At your absolute best, you’re still a sinner, so confess any and all sins. 

· Thank Him for His grace and forgiveness in Christ.

Stop trying. 

· Evaluate your life for any  actions you might think make you right before God. 

· Self-righteousness might feel good, but it’s an illusion. 

· You can only stand strong when you stand in Christ. 

· Choose to rest in Christ and trust Him.

Start encouraging. 

· Encourage others to trust Christ instead of following a lot of rules or rituals to gain God’s favor. 
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Help them see Christ has fulfilled the law for them, and they need only 
Lecture





Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.





Crossword�Deuteronomy 5:32-33;   Galatians 3:10-12,19a,24-25�(NIV)





Across


6. what the righteous live by


8. the law was given because of these


9. do not turn _?_


10. this is not based on faith


12. we are no longer under a _?_








Down


1. live and _?_


2. prolong your _?_


3. under this if you rely on the works of the law


4. rely on works of the law, then not _?_


5. Be _?_ to do what God commands


7. written in the _?_ of the law


11. _?_ in obedience








Pssst … find other interesting family activities at�� HYPERLINK "https://tinyurl.com/yb9s7b3u" �https://tinyurl.com/yb9s7b3u� 
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