1. Motivate

What do you appreciate most about other  cultures?
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variety of foods

· music

· colorful costumes

· choices in markets

· styles of houses

· humor

· influence of sub-cultures on greater, overall culture

· their adaptation to where they live (Hawaii, Alaska, Iceland, etc.)

· the beauty of their surroundings

2. Transition

There are both things we like and things we don’t appreciate about cultures we come in contact with.

· Most of us have varying degrees of negative response to some aspects other cultures.

· However, our relationship with Christ should be result in our unity with one another.

3. Bible Study

3.1 Differences Divide
Listen for past spiritual condition.
Ephesians 2:11-12 (NIV)  Therefore, remember that formerly you who are Gentiles by birth and called "uncircumcised" by those who call themselves "the circumcision" (that done in the body by the hands of men)-- 12  remember that at that time you were separate from Christ, excluded from citizenship in Israel and foreigners to the covenants of the promise, without hope and without God in the world.
What four other phrases did Paul use to describe the spiritual state of the Gentiles in the past, their condition before coming a follower of Jesus?
· without Christ

· without citizenship

·  without the covenants

· without hope

· without God
What is the importance of remembering who we were before knowing Christ?

· awareness of how much God has done for us

· the contrast of what we were with what we are now

· better able to praise God for all that He has done

· realize God’s mercy and grace

What kinds of things contribute to someone being “far away” from Jesus Christ today?

· lack of teaching, lack of example

· made bitter by experiences

· struggling with many temptations

· rebellious attitude

· despair about changing

· drawn into sin by bad influences

For someone struggling with one or more of these problems, what are the disadvantages of living without Christ?

· separated from God’s presence in your life

· are not part of the Body of Christ, the church (though they may have a church membership somewhere)

· don’t qualify for any of God’s promises (except for the offer of salvation)

· have no hope of victory over their problems

What then would be present advantages of living your life with Christ?

· united with Christ … friendship with God (instead of enmity)

· belong to the universal body of believers, the Church, the Body of Christ

· the members of the body will minister to one another, encourage, exhort

· you have God’s promises now applying to you

· presence of the Holy Spirit within your life … enabling, empowering, encouraging

· God is at work within your life … giving victory over sin

Why could it be helpful to look back at your life BC (before Christ) and recall the hopelessness you experienced?

· reminds you of how much your life has changed

· reminds you of the miracle of what God has done in your life

· become more aware of how God has made you a New Creation

· you see the contrast of then and know

· it prompts you to thank the Lord more often, more deeply

3.2 Access to God the Father
Listen for how Jesus is our peace.
Ephesians 2:13-18 (NIV)  But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been brought near through the blood of Christ. 14  For he himself is our peace, who has made the two one and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility, 15  by abolishing in his flesh the law with its commandments and regulations. His purpose was to create in himself one new man out of the two, thus making peace, 16  and in this one body to reconcile both of them to God through the cross, by which he put to death their hostility.

How did Christ’s work on the cross transform the condition of the Gentiles?  
· once far away from God

· now brought near to God

· accomplished through the blood of Christ

· Jesus is our peace … He accomplished our being at peace with God (where before we were enemies)
How did the enmity between Jews and Gentiles come to an end?  Who changed the past and what difference did He make in the relationship between Gentiles and Jews and in both group’s relationship with God? 
· we Gentiles now are also considered “children of God”

· God made one group out of two – Jews and Gentiles are now united in Christ

· now there is no distinction between a Jew and a Gentile who both believe in Jesus

· Jesus was the sacrifice for sins – satisfied the Law for both Jews and Gentiles
 What does the word “access” imply about the needs of Gentiles and Jews alike and what benefit came to each?
· all peoples (Jews and Gentiles) are originally separated from God

· we exist in hostility and  antagonism against God 

· we are born in that condition 

· God wants a personal relationship with each individual, but we are thwarted by our sinful condition

· God has made it possible for us to have that relationship by taking the punishment for sin upon himself
· when we confess our condition, repent (turn around from) that attitude, and receive by faith God’s provision, we can experience forgiveness
What kind of barriers cause hostility in our world?

· race

· economic

· social

· religious, denominational, even factions within a denomination

· age

· musical preferences within a church

How does what Christ has done bring down these kinds of barriers?

· when we realize that His death was for all people … not just “my group”

· Christ loved people from “the other group” just as much as He loved me

· God shows that He is big enough to appreciate qualities of all different kinds of people, all different kinds of music, people of all ages
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What if this couple showed up to our Small Group next week?  How should churches treat “foreigners and aliens”?   
· receive them gladly

· introduce them to Jesus

· make them welcome 

· connect them with someone with similar interests/background

· learn from them …new attitudes, new perspectives
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3.3 Believers Are One in Christ
Listen for a foundation described.
Ephesians 2:19-22 (NIV)   Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow citizens with God's people and members of God's household,  20  built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone.  21  In him the whole building is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord.  22  And in him you too are being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit.
[image: image4.png]m

m

iz

s

i@

5





In Christ, how did the Gentiles achieve new spiritual and social status? (2:19) 
· no longer foreigners and aliens

· now fellow citizens with God’s people

· members of God’s household
On what foundation were the Ephesian believers built? (2:20)
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apostles

· prophets

· Jesus Christ the chief cornerstone 

What images did Paul use to describe the union of all believers in Christ? 
· a unified building

· built on the teaching of the prophets and apostles

· built with Jesus as the chief cornerstone – the whole “building” is based on who Jesus is and what He has done

Why do you think the church is slow to embrace ethnic diversity in the body of Christ?
· our own ethnocentric attitudes – “my way of living and acting and dressing is best, everyone else is wrong”

· it’s part of the culture we’ve grown up with … keep different people apart from us

· being told and thinking that different is bad

· we each probably have different worship styles that we prefer 

· we assume other groups probably don’t like our style of worship and we won’t like theirs

How can we focus on what we have in common in Christ over any differences that separate us?
· what we are as believers in Christ supersedes physical and cultural differences

· we are united in Christ

· we are different building blocks that stand together to make up the Church, the Body of Christ

What are some practical steps our group can take to positively impact race relations in our community? 

· give up prejudices

· welcome one another to our worship and small group Bible Studies

· reach out to people who are different from us
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pray for one another

Application
Admit. 

· Racism still exists. 

· Confess to God any prejudice you feel toward another person.

Meet. 

· Get to know your neighbors and coworkers who have a different ethnicity than yours. 
· Don’t treat them differently— treat them simply as a neighbor or coworker. 

· You can build bridges by focusing on what you share in common.

Invite. 

· Invite someone of a different race or ethnicity to come with you to your Bible study group. 

· The smaller group environment is a great way for them to build relationships with other believers.
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A video for the introduction is available.


View at � HYPERLINK "https://watch.liberty.edu/media/t/1_7mlfpo0f" �https://watch.liberty.edu/media/t/1_7mlfpo0f� 


Download at � HYPERLINK "https://tinyurl.com/yapbkkoj" �https://tinyurl.com/yapbkkoj� 





� HYPERLINK "http://www.acehardware.com/info/index.jsp?categoryId=1283397" �http://www.acehardware.com/info/index.jsp?categoryId=1283397�





Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.





Check out other Family Activities at�� HYPERLINK "https://tinyurl.com/yapbkkoj" �https://tinyurl.com/yapbkkoj�





Crossword Puzzle�Ephesians 2:11 – 22 (NIV)





Down


2. citizenship in _?_


5. Jesus the _?_ cornerstone


7. made the two _?_


8. reconcile to God through the _?_


9. you were _?_ from Christ


10. we _?_ have access to the Father








Across


1. no longer foreigners and _?_


3. without God in the _?_


4. He Himself is our _?_


6. without _?_


11. _?_ formerly


12. _?_ by birth


13. the dividing _?_ of hostility


14. once were _?_ away


15. brought _?_ through the blood











