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What Should We Do Now?

1. Motivate

What’s the most fun you’ve had serving others?

· helping them when they least expected it

· doing yardwork for senior adults who can’t do it for themselves

· having a work day at church to do major maintenance, painting, landscaping, etc.

· involved in a program to help maintain vehicles (oil changes, etc.) for single parents

· helping in VBS or back yard Bible clubs for kids
· coaching in an Upward Sports program

· baking cookies for church bake sale

· being a camp counselor for young kids

· mission trip to a small rural church to help with maintenance or outreach

· involvement in the Operation Christmas Child program

2. Transition

Serving others is much more than just fun.
· We do not live for ourselves; we serve God by serving others.
· Today we look at how the early church served one another

3. Bible Study

3.1 Faith and Growth in Christ
Listen for how the church grew.
Acts 2:37-42 (NIV)  When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, "Brothers, what shall we do?" 38  Peter replied, "Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39  The promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off--for all whom the Lord our God will call." 40  With many other words he warned them; and he pleaded with them, "Save yourselves from this corrupt generation." 41  Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand were added to their number that day. 42  They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.
How did the hearers respond to Peter’s words? 
· they were “cut to the heart”

· under deep conviction

· asked, “what shall we do”

· wanted to know what their response to his message should be
What did Peter tell his audience to do? 
· repent

· be baptized in the name of Christ

· come to Jesus for the forgiveness of your sins

· you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit

· it is a promise for all people, all generations, Jews and Gentiles alike

· save yourselves from this corrupt generation
What effect did Peter’s sermon have? 
· people accepted the message

· they were baptized

· about 3000 people came to Christ in faith

What were the four characteristic activities or practices of the early church.

· teaching

· fellowship

· breaking of bread

· prayers
What would the apostles have been teaching?

· what Jesus had taught them

· things they had seen Jesus do

· lessons they had learned in their ministry

· experiences they had had since Jesus ascension

· principles from the Old Testament

· later on from letters from Paul and from other disciples

What should we be using for teaching today?

· recorded events from the New Testament of Jesus teachings, miracles

· The rest of the New Testament, the Old Testament

· Many godly men have written various teachings based on scripture

How and why is the preaching and teaching of God’s Word a powerful influence?

· shows people Truth … reality

· gives guidance on how to live your life

· God uses it to convict/convince us of our need for Christ

· shows us what God is doing, what is His intent

· changes people’s lives when they receive it, believe it 

· points people to Christ

Verse 42 says they “devoted themselves” to these things.  How can you tell when someone is devoted to something?
· that’s how they spend their time

· they spend money on their devotion

· they think about it often

· they talk about it 

So what’s the difference between merely going to church and being devoted to the church?

· involvement

· expending of resources

· you support the work of the church with your time and your money and your talents

· you tell others why you like to be involved in church ministry

· participation in church ministries

3.2 Support and Help Fellow Believers
Listen for an interesting lifestyle.
Acts 2:43-45 (NIV) Everyone was filled with awe, and many wonders and miraculous signs were done by the apostles. 44  All the believers were together and had everything in common. 45  Selling their possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as he had need.
How did those outside the body of believers respond to what they saw in the church? 
· many wonders and miraculous signs were done by the apostles

· they were filled with awe, this caught the attention of everyone

· it demonstrated that something supernatural was happening
How did being a believer affect the believers’ relationships with one another? What radical action did they take to care for fellow believers?
· the believers were together

· they had everything in common

· they were generous with one another

· they were willing to sell their possessions to give to fellow believers as they had need

What are the benefits of being part of a church family in our churches today?

· prayer support. watch out for each other,  check up on each other

· young families can help senior adults in practical ways – yard work, home maintenance, transportation to grocery store or to doctor visits

· senior adults can encourage, pray for, and give needed advice from their years of experience

· men of the church can help single moms with vehicle maintenance 

· the church can minister to people in a benevolent ministry

How do you think our church should be more like the early church? 

· helping one another, financial support for those in need

· most of us have too much “stuff” … we could donate that in order to help people who are in need
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we can help in ways other than financial … donate time and skills to elderly and those with physical limitations

· see a need, meet it and draw people to Christ

In what ways will our church be different from the early church? Why? 

· lots of other needs, lots of other ways to meet those needs

· can be more organized about different types of ministry

· many different ways to communicate the Gospel today

· outreach can be regional, national, or international

How can we live with the tension of being generous while providing for your own needs?

· it must be a matter of faith

· I have to believe that God has prospered me so that I can be generous

· when I give from my resources, I must trust God that I will still have sufficient

3.3 Lives That Honor God, Point to Christ
Listen for what were their daily activities.
Acts 2:46-47 (NIV)  Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, 47  praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.
What suggests that worship and fellowship were important to the believers? 
· they met together every day

· they met in the temple

· they met in homes

· they ate meals together

· they fellowshipped with “glad and sincere hearts”

· praising God together

How did their relationship with one another affect their witness to those outside the church? 
· their actions were seen by neighbors and others around them

· their actions and attitudes affected others favorably

· the church grew numerically

· the growth was daily

Again we read of the “breaking of bread”.  What do you think the early believers were actually doing when they "broke bread"? 

· having a meal together

· more of the communal living

· some members of the group may have been hard up

· may also have included ceremony of communion

Why is it important for us to see and have fellowship with Christian friends?

· it demonstrates our love of God

· it is the outworking of our relationship with God

· it allows God to accomplish His love through us, sort of a training ground

· we learn how God loves us – he loves  us despite our shortcomings (as we must do with our acquaintances)

How could a church’s spirit of fellowship be instrumental in reaching unsaved friends and family – to see people saved and added to our membership?

· the fellowship which attracts them will bring them under the sound of the gospel

· Josh Hunt (who advocates dedicating Friday nights to small group get-togethers) claims that good fellowshipping can double a class (and a church) every few years

· a social get-together is not a threatening situation – an unsaved person would feel OK with coming

· also, it is not a threatening task to do the inviting of an unsaved friend
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Application
Serve others with a simple act.

· Being kind to others can be done through simple acts that don’t cost a lot of money.

· Reach out to someone who needs a word of encouragement and perform an act of kindness.

Serve others by sharing the gospel. 

· Sharing the truth of the gospel is one way to serve others. 

· Pray and look for an opportunity to share Christ with a friend, coworker, or family member.

Serve others by opening your home. 

· Talk to your church leaders about starting a new Bible study group in your home. 

· A home group is a great way to include neighbors and coworkers.
Scrambled Letter Tiles

Acts 2:37-47 (NIV)



At this point in the lesson, consider using the “Discussion Video” at � HYPERLINK "https://tinyurl.com/ycvrnnvx" �https://tinyurl.com/ycvrnnvx�


which considers different ways we can serve God by serving others. 





Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.





Unscramble the tiles to reveal a message.  It helps to cut them apart so you can move them around. If you get stuck, you can find the solution (and other interesting Family Activities) at 


�HYPERLINK "https://tinyurl.com/ycvrnnvx"��https://tinyurl.com/ycvrnnvx�  
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