6/21/2020
The Testimony of Our Hope

1. Motivate

When have you bought something based on a friend’s recommendation?

· car

· lawn mower

· sale on at the grocery
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same brand of lawn fertilizer

· meal at a new restaurant

· vacation at a resort

· fishing lure 

· perfume for my wife

· running shoes

· computer

· video game console

2. Transition

As believers, we also are called to “recommend” Jesus to others.

· Our hope in Christ points others to Him.

· We share that hope by our words and actions.

3. Bible Study

3.1 Never Put to Shame
Listen for metaphors, figures of speech.
1 Peter 2:4-6 (NIV)  As you come to him, the living Stone--rejected by men but chosen by God and precious to him-- 5  you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6  For in Scripture it says: "See, I lay a stone in Zion, a chosen and precious cornerstone, and the one who trusts in him will never be put to shame."
Contrast how He was received by some people with how He was affirmed by God.

	Received by some
	Affirmed by God

	· rejected by men
	· chosen by God

· precious to God


How is Christ still being rejected by people today? Why?

· refuse to believe

· feel that to believe in Christ is to give up all the “fun” they have

· reject the claims of Christ … that He is God, that He rose from the dead

· don’t want God to interfere with their lives

· they want to be in charge of their own life

Who are the lively or living stones? 

· all believers

· members of the Body of Christ, the Church

What are some foundations people build their lives upon?
· fame, popularity

· material possessions

· power

· fun, entertainment

· notoriety 

· great achievements – sports, entertainers, politics
What will happen to those who trust in the "Cornerstone", those who build their lives on Him? 

· never put to shame

· eternal life, eternal union with God

· peace with God

· forgiveness of sins

· set free from the penalty, the power, and eventually the presence of sin

What are different kinds or shapes of stones used in constructing a beautiful building, a cathedral, for instance? (if possible show a picture of a cathedral or your own church building)

· foundation stones

· special shapes of stones around a window or door

· sculptures which decorate certain parts of the edge of the roof

· large flat pieces of polished granite on walls or floors

· large rectangular stones which make the steps

If we are “stones” which form the “building” of the church, what are different kinds of “stones” needed for God’s church – both the local congregation and the church universal?

· pastors, teachers, missionaries

· prayer support people

· people who lead in worship

· people who join together in singing

· people who are witnesses to unbelievers, evangelists

· encouragers

· financial supporters

· work with children, youth, nursery workers

· secretaries, administrators, maintenance workers

3.2 Who We Are in Christ
Listen for who we are as believers.
1 Peter 2:7-10 (NIV)  Now to you who believe, this stone is precious. But to those who do not believe, "The stone the builders rejected has become the capstone, 8  and, "A stone that causes men to stumble and a rock that makes them fall." They stumble because they disobey the message--which is also what they were destined for. 9  But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. 10  Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of God; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.

What benefits comes to those who believe in Jesus? What images did Peter use to describe what those who believe in Christ have become? 

· a chosen people

· a royal priesthood

· a holy nation

· belong to God

Contrast the past and present condition of believers.

	Past condition
	Present condition

	· not a people

· had not received mercy
	· God’s people

· received mercy


 For what purpose were they called? 

· proclaim God’s praises

· share how God changed your life

What changed about their lives? 

· God’s rescue from the darkness of sin 

· rescued from the rule of sin in their lives

· brought to the Light of the Gospel

· now God rules their lives – free from sin

 In what ways will God change a believer’s life?

· no longer too often angry

· joy, peace replace fear

· took away bad habits

· produce fruits of righteousness in our lives

· took away substance abuse dependency

· gave up foul language

· gave a purpose for living

· empowered for service, for ministry

· changed my choice of music

· changed how I used my time … no longer wasted on trivial activities

· helped me through hard times that would have previously destroyed me

3.3 Lead Others to Glorify God
Listen for how believers are to live.
1 Peter 2:11-15 (NIV)   Dear friends, I urge you, as aliens and strangers in the world, to abstain from sinful desires, which war against your soul. 12  Live such good lives among the pagans that, though they accuse you of doing wrong, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us. 13  Submit yourselves for the Lord's sake to every authority instituted among men: whether to the king, as the supreme authority, 14  or to governors, who are sent by him to punish those who do wrong and to commend those who do right. 15  For it is God's will that by doing good you should silence the ignorant talk of foolish men.

What terms describe who believers are in relationship to this world?  (Check in different translations) 

· aliens - synonyms include: unfamiliar, unknown, strange, peculiar; exotic, foreign
· strangers in this world

· pilgrims

· temporary residents

· foreigners

When you observe someone who is foreign, what gives them away … how can you tell?

· accent and word choices or vocabulary 
· manner of dress

· body language – gestures, personal space, how they move

What does that suggest about the practical implications of believers living as strangers and exiles (aliens)?

· your life should be markedly different from unbelievers

· you talk with a different “accent”.

· you might dress differently in some situations (without being weird)

· certain gestures (of the offensive kind) will not be demonstrated
· how you spend your money 

In what manner are believers to live before unbelievers? 

· abstain from sinful desires

· give up things that you know war against your soul

· live in such a way that false accusations are obviously false

· others see your good deeds and God is glorified

· live as a law abiding citizen

Why is that so often a challenge? 

· we are part of the culture

· we tend to be influenced by the culture … manner of dress, vocabulary, priorities in our lives, popular music, movies, TV, social media

What is to be our response before our government even in harsh or sinful situations?

· respect, honor to the office

· here in the US we have the right (the responsibility) to vote them out at the next election

· pray for them – for wisdom, for their salvation 
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Recall Proverbs 21:1   The king's heart is in the hand of the LORD;  he directs it like a watercourse wherever he pleases.  Claim this promise.
What is the goal of godly living before others?

· glorify God

· point them to Christ

· demonstrate the joy and peace of knowing Jesus as savior

· show how being a believer makes you different (in a good way)

Application
Be honorable.

· Start your day by asking the Lord to make you mindful of ways you can honor Him as you go through your day, no matter how simple or insignificant you may think the task is. 

· Small steps of obedience lead to a long path of godliness.
Be submissive. 

· Is there a person or agency of authority that you’ve not lovingly submitted yourself to as unto the Lord? 

· Confess this to the Lord and seek to make it right with that person as soon as possible.

Be outspoken. 

· Someone in your circle of influence needs to know of your hope in Christ. 

· Think of a tangible good that you can do for someone who may be ignorant or critical toward the gospel. 

· Show the love of Christ to them with no strings attached!

Word Search Puzzle
An introduction video is available.  View at � HYPERLINK "https://watch.liberty.edu/media/t/0_cturmk7v" �https://watch.liberty.edu/media/t/0_cturmk7v� 


If you have no Wi-Fi where you teach, best to download to your computer from � HYPERLINK "https://tinyurl.com/y73nccjk" �https://tinyurl.com/y73nccjk� 





Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.





LIVING�MERCY�MESSAGE�NATION�PAGANS�PRAISES�PRECIOUS�PRIESTHOOD�PUNISH�RECEIVED�REJECTED�ROCK�ROYAL�SACRIFICES�SILENCE�SINFUL�STONE�STRANGERS�STUMBLE�SUBMIT�TALK�TRUST�WONDERFUL�WRONG�ZION
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