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The Endurance of Our Hope
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1. Motivate

When has your endurance really been tested?

· current pandemic

· listening to fake news

· when one of my gas powered tools keeps conking out

· when working for a goofy boss

· when on a long road trip … sitting and sitting in the car

· when luggage was lost on an airline flight

· by a two year old … “I can do it myself!”

· hosting the grandchildren for an extended period

· dealing with a cantankerous neighbor

· standing and standing during the worship singing (I’m old)
· during a long course of post-op rehab
2. Transition

Our endurance is severely tested when problems persist for extended periods.

· Suffering can be physical, emotional, financial, or in many other ways.

· Today we consider how we can endure suffering because of our hope in Christ.

3. Bible Study

3.1 Love and Bless
Listen for how to treat others.
1 Peter 3:8-12 (NIV)  Finally, all of you, live in harmony with one another; be sympathetic, love as brothers, be compassionate and humble. 9  Do not repay evil with evil or insult with insult, but with blessing, because to this you were called so that you may inherit a blessing. 10  For, "Whoever would love life and see good days must keep his tongue from evil and his lips from deceitful speech. 11  He must turn from evil and do good; he must seek peace and pursue it. 12  For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous and his ears are attentive to their prayer, but the face of the Lord is against those who do evil."
In what ways are believers to act toward one another? 

· live together in harmony

· have sympathy for each other

· love as brothers

· have compassion

· live humbly 

Remember that musical harmony is when people sing different notes but still sound good together.  How does this apply to our personal relationships?

· we can each have different opinions

· we can agree to disagree

· we can agree on basic and fundamental concepts yet respect one another’s views
How are believers to respond to those who intend evil toward them?
· don’t pay back for bad things done to you

· don’t try to get revenge 
· instead repay a bad deed with a good deed, a blessing

What advice from the Old Testament did Peter give?

· keep your tongue from evil – don’t say bad things

· keep your lips from deceitful speech – don’t lie

· turn away from evil, turn to doing good

· seek peace, pursue peace

What motivation does this Old Testament passage give for living this way?

· you will love life and see good days

· God watches and listens to the prayers of the righteous

· the face of the Lord is against those who do evil

Why are these teachings difficult to live out?

· you’d really like to tell someone off

· we’d rather take the attitude, “don’t get mad, get even” – we want revenge

· we want the other person to suffer the same thing or in the same degree that we did

· we have the constitutional right to sue their socks off!!
· hard to have compassion for people who are just stupid
· we really don’t want to try to be sympathetic with people when they do things we just plain don’t like

· hard to live like brothers with people who are just not nice
· if you’re nice to people who mistreat you, you’re afraid they will just take advantage of you

What concrete actions can we use to promote harmony?
· pray for those who aggravate you

· pray for God’s mercy and grace to be at work in and through you

· claim the Fruit of the Spirit – allow God to live those qualities out through your life … love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, gentleness, faithfulness, and self-control

· smile at people you meet

· pray God’s blessing on all you come in contact with
3.2 Hope in Suffering
Listen for why to be encouraged.
1 Peter 3:13-14 (NIV)  Who is going to harm you if you are eager to do good? 14  But even if you should suffer for what is right, you are blessed. "Do not fear what they fear; do not be frightened."
What did Peter write about suffering for what is right? 

· it might happen

· even if you suffer from the hands of men, God will reward you for doing right 

· don’t worry about suffering for doing right

· don’t be afraid of threats

In what ways have you seen people suffer as a result of their faith in Christ? 

· loss of a job for holding to a righteous standard

· arrested for preaching the Gospel

· people are angered when we hold to the standards of scripture

· as Christians, we are accused of being one or more of  these: racist, homophobic, xenophobic, chauvinistic, intolerant, prejudiced
So,  how could suffering for doing right be a blessing?

· you learn a lesson in trusting God through the suffering

· you show others your desire to do right

· you maintain your testimony for Jesus

· others are encouraged to also do the right thing

· sometimes doing the right thing can help set a situation right  

· loss of job ends up God provides something better

· people see how we respond to the suffering and are made aware of the peace and joy we have, even though suffering

· we are forced into a different situation that turns out better

· when we explain the basis for our beliefs, people hear the gospel message

Peter said, “do not fear what they fear.”  What do you suppose “they” fear?

· physical pain

· being wrong

· losing ground in their cause

· losing face

· lose the respect of others

· to be humiliated or experience public disgrace.

Why is it more important to do right than to fear these things?

· in a spiritual sense, making right choices trumps everything else

· God is honored when we do right in the face of opposition

· God is in charge, God is sovereign … His cause will triumph

· we can trust God to accomplish His purposes for us, no matter what

When do sufferings and difficulties give us the opportunity to share our faith?

· people will wonder how we handle our problems

· we can share God’s sufficiency, God’s power at work

· when we see someone else with a similar problem, we can share how God brought us through it

3.3 Giving an Answer
Listen for a challenge.
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1 Peter 3:15-17 (NIV) 15  But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect, 16  keeping a clear conscience, so that those who speak maliciously against your good behavior in Christ may be ashamed of their slander. 17  It is better, if it is God's will, to suffer for doing good than for doing evil.

What is the meaning of “set apart Christ as Lord”?

· sanctify means set apart

· Christ is to be the Lord of your life

· you live by the teachings of Jesus

· you obey the Holy Spirit as He guides your attitudes and actions

· God is the “boss” of your life

· Recall the Campus Crusade diagram from the Four Spiritual Laws
Why is that a critical decision for the believer? 

· Christ is more than our Savior

· our salvation is meant to be more than a “fire escape from hell”

· our lives are to demonstrate not only forgiveness from the penalty of sin, but the power of sin in our lives

· when Jesus is the “boss” of your life he will guide your attitudes and actions and empower you to do the right things

Why do you think Peter thought it was important to be ready to be able to respond to inquirers about hope? 

· it’s part of the Great Commission

· our lives are meant to point people to Christ

· how we live should demonstrate the change that salvation can make in the way we live

· we also need to be able to verbalize what we believe and why

· not all of us are expert apologists, but we can share the basic Truth of the Good News of salvation

What relevance does this have for contemporary believers? 

· many people in our culture have little or no exposure to the Gospel message

· if you grew up in the church, the salvation story is part of your mindset, but many other people don’t have that basis of beliefs

· the world view of life is contrary to the Biblical view

How do we begin to understand and to prepare to explain your hope in Christ?

· give thought to what you believe, write it out
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read and study God’s Word

· take a class in witnessing

· practice


Application
Surrender. 

· Choose to see your life and circumstances from God’s perspective. 

· Acknowledge the lordship of Christ and trust Him regardless of the actions of others.

Bless. 

· Think about someone who may have treated you like an enemy. 

· Consider if you have treated another person like an enemy

· For either situation, seek to bless that person with love, compassion, and humility. 

Defend. 

· Ask the Lord for opportunities to display and defend the hope that is in you. 

· When the Lord opens that door, be ready to verbally testify of your hope in Christ. 
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A video introduction to the lesson is available.  View it at � HYPERLINK "https://watch.liberty.edu/media/t/1_bpju556k" �https://watch.liberty.edu/media/t/1_bpju556k� 


If you have no Wi-Fi where you teach, best to download from � HYPERLINK "https://tinyurl.com/y8frzae4" �https://tinyurl.com/y8frzae4� 





Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.





It’s a double puzzle.  First you unscramble the clue phrases.  You can find help in �1 Peter 3:8 – 17 (NIV)





Then you copy the letters in the numbered cells to other cells with the same number. I hope you can endure the suspense!
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