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Remember God’s Faithfulness

1. Motivate

When has a guide helped you reach a goal?
· on a fishing/hunting expedition

· touring a museum/park/industrial plant/cave/  …

· being tutored for a class

· given instructions to finish a task

· an advisor in a graduate program

· a general contractor for a new house or building

· a lawyer in making a will

· a tax consultant in filling out tax forms 

· a financial consultant in retirement planning

· a wedding planner

· an academic counselor

2. Transition

We often need an expert to guide us when we lack knowledge.

· Consider that God is the ultimate expert and has guided you often in the past.

· You can also depend on Him to guide you now and in the future.
3. Bible Study

3.1 Depend on God – Not Others
Listen for military planning.
2 Chronicles 16:1-6 (NIV)  In the thirty-sixth year of Asa's reign Baasha king of Israel went up against Judah and fortified Ramah to prevent anyone from leaving or entering the territory of Asa king of Judah. 2  Asa then took the silver and gold out of the treasuries of the LORD's temple and of his own palace and sent it to Ben-Hadad king of Aram, who was ruling in Damascus. 3  "Let there be a treaty between me and you," he said, "as there was between my father and your father. See, I am sending you silver and gold. Now break your treaty with Baasha king of Israel so he will withdraw from me." 4  Ben-Hadad agreed with King Asa and sent the commanders of his forces against the towns of Israel. They conquered Ijon, Dan, Abel Maim and all the store cities of Naphtali. 5  When Baasha heard this, he stopped building Ramah and abandoned his work. 6  Then King Asa brought all the men of Judah, and they carried away from Ramah the stones and timber Baasha had been using. With them he built up Geba and Mizpah.
What threatened the peace that Asa and Judah had long enjoyed?
· Baasha, king of Israel “went up against Judah”

· fortified their common border

· closed down the border so that people could not leave his territory

How did Asa respond? 
· gathered resources – silver and gold from the temple and from his own treasury

· sent them to king of Aram in Damascus

· bought his help to join with Judah against Israel 

On the surface, what did Asa accomplish by allying himself with Benhadad? 
· Benhadad attacked Israel

· took the pressure off Judah

· Judah was able to attack and take some of the cities of Israel

· acquired stores and timber from cities they had conquered

Though not explicitly stated, who or what was absent in Asa’s entire scheme?
· previously we studied how Asa declared trust in Jehovah God

· God gave them great victory

· this time there’s no mention of prayer or asking God for help

· pursues help on his own, arranges his own method of fighting the enemy

When have you seen fear or worry lead to an unwise decision?
· often happens in politics – local, national, international

· when you ignore the advice of someone who really knows and go with advice you like better, advice which is easier to handle

· looking for a quick fix which ends up not working

· making a snap decision which becomes “un-done” 

· act without taking careful thought

· act without prayer and seeking God’s guidance
How do we tend to respond when we feel threatened?
· “when you worry, when you doubt … run in circles, scream and shout”

· get mad … get even

· lash out in anger

· retreat, withdraw, run away,  “circle the wagons” 

For some things God gives us common sense to solve them, for others we need His specific guidance and direction.  Let’s list some from each category.

	Common Sense Decisions
	Decisions with God’s Guidance

	· what outfit to wear today

· where to go out to dinner

· what to watch on TV

· which homework assignment to do first

· when to mow the lawn
	· purchasing a car or a house

· which job to take

· which college to go to

· which church to join

· who to marry


3.2 Always Remember God’s Faithfulness
Listen for a reprimand.
2 Chronicles 16:7-9 (NIV)   At that time Hanani the seer came to Asa king of Judah and said to him: "Because you relied on the king of Aram and not on the LORD your God, the army of the king of Aram has escaped from your hand.  8  Were not the Cushites and Libyans a mighty army with great numbers of chariots and horsemen? Yet when you relied on the LORD, he delivered them into your hand. 9  For the eyes of the LORD range throughout the earth to strengthen those whose hearts are fully committed to him. You have done a foolish thing, and from now on you will be at war."
What reprimand did Hanani offer? 
· you didn’t rely on God

· you relied on another country for help

· that king you made a deal with is going to be trouble for you in the future

What had Asa lost by making up his own plan and choosing to rely on support from Benhadad?  Because Asa had acted foolishly, what did the future hold for him and Judah
· lost God’s help

· lost an opportunity to see God at work

· lost the finances (silver and gold) to king of Aram 

· God would have given victory and no need to spend those resources

· from now on you will be at war

What reminder did Hanani give to Asa about victories of the past? 
· Cushites and Libyans were a might army(thousands upon thousands)

· they had chariots and horsemen 

· when you relied on God that time, He delivered them into your hand

What imagery did Hanani use to speak about God’s omniscience and omnipresence?
· the eyes of the Lord range throughout the earth

· God will strengthen those whose hearts are fully committed to Him 
Why do we tend to think we can do it ourselves instead of trusting in God? What causes us to forget to trust the Lord when we are having problems? 
· we think we are older and wiser

· pride, arrogance 

· we see an easy fix

· we have strayed away from a daily commitment to seek, trust, commit to the Lord

· we know what God requires of us and we don’t want to do that

· we are for a time estranged from God because of failures

· we have not focused on God’s love, God’s power, God’s authority in all situations and we lack faith
How can believers guard against depending on their own plans instead of trusting God?
· always, always, always be declaring to God your trust in Him for every aspect of your life

· make it a habit to communicate to/with God daily … even often during the day

· praise, worship Him for who He is

· thank Him for what He has done

· receive into your heart and mind His words to you through Scripture

3.3 Avoid Pride
Listen for Asa’s reaction.
2 Chronicles 16:10-13 (NIV)   Asa was angry with the seer because of this; he was so enraged that he put him in prison. At the same time Asa brutally oppressed some of the people. 11  The events of Asa's reign, from beginning to end, are written in the book of the kings of Judah and Israel. 12  In the thirty-ninth year of his reign Asa was afflicted with a disease in his feet. Though his disease was severe, even in his illness he did not seek help from the LORD, but only from the physicians. 13  Then in the forty-first year of his reign Asa died and rested with his fathers.
How did Asa respond to Hanani? 
· angry, enraged

· put him in prison

· lashed out in anger, oppressing some of the people

What other signs are in these verses that indicate Asa’s spiritual decline; that he had allowed pride and self-centeredness to dictate his behavior?
· oppression of some groups of people within Judah

· affliction of a disease of his feet

· again did not seek help from God

· sought human help only 
What makes pride so self-destructive?
· we tend to isolate ourselves from other sources of help

· pride causes contention with those who don’t see things the same as we proudly do

· we become arrogant and think we know it all, others who might help us are put off by that arrogance

Why does God want us to commit our hearts fully to Him and trust Him in all situations? 
· He loves us

· He wants to accomplish good things for us and in our lives

· He deserves our trust, our praise, our worship

· God has our best interests at heart
How can we humbly seek God’s direction for our lives?
· be quick to see your own limitations

· go to God daily for direction and wisdom

· apply the principles of scripture to how we live, the choices we make

· to do that, you must be reading and thinking about/meditating on God’s Word
Think back over your life and remember the victories the Lord has given to you.  What has God done for you in the past that helps you trust Him in the present?
· provided a job

· brought healing to a family member

· protected you in a dangerous situation

· helped you through a family crisis – financial, health, relationships, …

· helped your children with their academics, other school situations

· provided opportunities for education

· answers to prayers 
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Application
Write. 
· Write a list of truths from God’s Word you have learned recently. 
· Evaluate how you responded to each one and, if necessary, what you could have done differently.

Memorize. 
· As a reminder of why you can always trust God, memorize 2 Chronicles 16:9a: 
· “For the eyes of the Lord range throughout the earth to strengthen those whose hearts are fully committed to him.”
Speak. 
· If you know someone who needs a course correction, ask God for direction in how to speak the truth in love to him or her. 
· Consider carefully your words and pray for the person’s openness to hear the truth from God’s Word.
[image: image2.jpg]Z ¢ Q Z ¢ X B A ¢ Z2TZB Y B Q¥ Y Q HQ A A Q KNY VYD

AXZE I TNYZ¢T' BZY¥YSs&Hann Y & Z ¢ Q

I NI 2z E ¢ Q & K X 88T A X 8 Z Q E B P N & P

8 Q E Z ¢ A QN Z I N A Z Xr I 1YAYZZENY

TN Z B8 A Y Z P YOI N @I Z A X & A nae s mna

N & £ Q A I

X T X &8 Q 0O X E & ¢ YII Z X AP T N @




[image: image3.png]




A video summary of the lesson is available.  


Watch it at � HYPERLINK "https://watch.liberty.edu/media/t/0_n8k9pk5c" �https://watch.liberty.edu/media/t/0_n8k9pk5c� 


Download from � HYPERLINK "https://tinyurl.com/yx9xyehg" �https://tinyurl.com/yx9xyehg� 


Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.





Stop!  You have been found with a secret message in your possession.  Use the key at the top.  If you can decode it, no questions will be asked.  Your attention to God’s faithfulness will be verified.  Spiros the spy will hear nothing of this.  You can get unofficial help at � HYPERLINK "https://tinyurl.com/yx9xyehg" �https://tinyurl.com/yx9xyehg� along with further Family Activities.
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