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Reality Check

1. Motivate

What makes a house feel like you are “coming home” when you walk in the door?

· when it has that lived in look

· when you move in and have all your familiar stuff unpacked

· the people, your family is there with you

· when you recognize even the smells – cooking, perfumes, aftershave, the flowers in the garden, the gas and oil smell in the garage.

· the sounds that are made by a family – laughter, video games, conversation, TV, radio

· sounds from the neighborhood that you recognize … kids playing, the nearby train tracks, heavy traffic a couple blocks away – even the “deafening silence” of the country

2. Transition

You might also feel like you are “coming home” in a church.

· You feel welcomed by the people you worship with

· For new people who come to our church, our lives should cause them to feel like they are “coming home” – they are welcomed here.

3. Bible Study

3.1 Grounded in the Gospel
Listen for changes in Paul’s life.
Titus 3:3-8a (NIV) At one time we too were foolish, disobedient, deceived and enslaved by all kinds of passions and pleasures. We lived in malice and envy, being hated and hating one another. 4  But when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, 5  he saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy. He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, 6  whom he poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7  so that, having been justified by his grace, we might become heirs having the hope of eternal life. 8  This is a trustworthy saying. 
What negative behaviors preceded knowing Jesus as Savior?

· foolish

· disobedient

· deceived

· captives of passions and pleasures

· living in malice and envy

· hateful

· detesting one another
What changes occurred when Paul (and we) believed in Christ?

· Jesus saved us from the penalty and power of sin

· washing us clean from sins

· rebirth, gave us a new life

· renewed us by the power of the Holy Spirit living with in us
How did God demonstrate His goodness and love?

· saved us

· acted in mercy

· washed us, gave us new life, renewed us by the Holy Spirit

· poured out the Holy Spirit upon us

· justified by His grace

· made us heirs

· gave us the hope of eternal life

What are some key words in these verses that indicate salvation is of God and not  something any person achieves on his or her own? 
· not because of right things we have done

· “but” (shows contrast)

· because of God’s mercy – God does not treat us as we deserve

· justified by his grace – blesses us even though we don’t deserve it

· GRACE : Gods Riches At Christ’s Expense

What does it mean to be justified? 
· declared not guilty

· “just as if we had never sinned”

· God’s declaration of our righteous standing before Him

What difference does it make that God saves us out of His great mercy, and not because of anything we do?

· some folks are better actors than others

· we would be in competition

· actually no one could do enough

· we tend to fool ourselves about how good we think we are

Paul said we have the “hope” of eternal life.  How is that hope more than the “I hope our team wins” type of hope?

· we used to be people with no hope – totally sinful with no possibility of pleasing God, no hope of living in God’s presence eternally

· now we have been forgiven – we have assurance, hope of eternal life, living in the presence of God forever

3.2 Response to the Gospel
Listen for Paul’s admonition to Titus.
Titus 3:8b (NIV)  And I want you to stress these things, so that those who have trusted in God may be careful to devote themselves to doing what is good. These things are excellent and profitable for everyone. 

 What did Paul tell Titus to stress? To what does “these things” refer? 
· all the previous mention of the elements of salvation

· not through our own righteous deeds

· we are justified by faith in Christ

· we are renewed by the Holy Spirit

· we have the hope of eternal life

Why does Paul want these things stressed? 
· these are essentials of salvation

· this is the basic message the world needs to hear

· the result will be good works
What’s the difference in being saved by good works and devoting oneself to good works?
	Saved by good works
	Devoted to good works

	· this doesn’t work

· we cannot be good enough

· it is our sin nature that is the problem

· we cannot overcome it on our own

· we act sinfully because of our sinful nature

· that “sickness” must be healed first
	· first must confess, repent, receive Christ’s forgiveness by faith

· then God works in our lives to demonstrate good works

· once we have been saved from the penalty and power of sin, then we are enabled to do good works

· good works are the result of our salvation, not the means


What two words does Paul use to characterize the good works they are to do? 
· excellent

· profitable

In what ways are they excellent? profitable? 
· we show the Fruit of the Spirit – love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, gentleness, faithfulness, self-control

· God is glorified by the evidence of our salvation

· others people are drawn to Christ

· people will be attracted to what God wants to do in their lives

What can you do to devote yourself to doing what is good? 
· surrender daily to the direction of God in your life

· allow God’s Spirit to direct and empower you

· daily communication with God – reading and meditating on His Word, talking to Him in prayer

· obeying what God tells you

· become involved in ministering to others

· allow God to work through you to demonstrate the Spiritual Gifts he gives every believer
3.3 No Room for Self-centeredness
Listen for warnings.
Titus 3:9-11 (NIV)  But avoid foolish controversies and genealogies and arguments and quarrels about the law, because these are unprofitable and useless. 10  Warn a divisive person once, and then warn him a second time. After that, have nothing to do with him. 11  You may be sure that such a man is warped and sinful; he is self-condemned.
What subject areas did Paul say were not to be argued over?
· foolish controversies

· genealogies

· arguments and quarrels about the law

What things might be argued over in our churches today?

· color of the paint

· which side of the platform the piano or keyboard should be on

· traditional vs. contemporary music – colored lights?  smoke machine? how many guitars?
· what logo to paint on the church van

· how much money to spend on (fill in the blank) _________

· which version of the Bible to use

Why are arguments and disagreements unprofitable and useless?

· cause hard feelings

· may never be resolved

· can easily cause church splits

· result in people leaving the church

· they distract us from the main task God has given us – reaching out to the unsaved

· get us away from the main thing – preaching the gospel, bringing people to Christ 
What steps can we take to redirect debates toward kingdom-focused conversations?

· sometimes we need to be willing to agree to disagree on some topics

· confess and repent from attitudes of stubbornness 

· give up the “my way or the highway” attitude

· focus efforts on outreach ministries

· pray for unity

· pray for God’s guidance on the leadership of the church to keep on track

· look for new ways to reach out to people in need

What can you do to guard yourself against getting involved in useless arguments? 
· be talking to God about what bothers you – not talking to other people

· daily communication with God – read and meditate on His Word, talk to Him in prayer
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heed what God is putting on your heart, what God is saying through Scripture, through sermons and Bible lessons

· pray for God’s wisdom

· pray for those who seem intent on some “crusade”
Application
Remind yourself. 

· Identify a practical way you can remind yourself of the gospel this week.

List. 

· Create a list of things that, in your opinion, would be the ideal way to “do” church. 
· Identify which of those items are integral to the mission and ministry of the church and which ones are based on your personal preferences.

Befriend. 

· Make an intentional effort to befriend someone who is different than you. 

· Consider what you can do to make that person feel welcome in your church.
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Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.





I can see other great puzzles and activities at


� HYPERLINK "https://tinyurl.com/y7onrhy8" �https://tinyurl.com/y7onrhy8�





(Virtual) Reality Check


Crossword


Titus 3:3 – 11 (NIV)





Across


2. saved because of God's _?_


6. _?_ foolish controversies


7. justified by Gods' _?_


9. these things are _?_ to everyone


11. saved through the _?_ of rebirth


13. I want you to _?_ these things








Down


1. _?_ yourselves to doing what is good


3. enslaved by passions and _?_


4. we become _?_ of God


5. lived with _?_ and envy


8. _?_ not because of righteous things


10. don't quarrel about the _?_


12. we have the _?_ of eternal life
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