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Pursue Godliness

1. Motivate

What are some things you enjoy being distracted by?
· solitaire on the computer

· video games

· watching old reruns of favorite tv shows

· reading murder mysteries

· hobby – wood carving, knitting, painting, quilting, photography, …

· sports – as a spectator, as a participant

· grandkids

· exercise -  running, biking, yoga, palates, … 

· going to the movies

2. Transition

There are many diversions in our lives that can distract us.

· Some of them can too easily distract us from our relationship with God

· Today we consider ways to keep God the focus of your life.
3. Bible Study

3.1 Seek to Please God
Listen for Asa’s goal.
2 Chronicles 14:1-2 (NIV)  And Abijah rested with his fathers and was buried in the City of David. Asa his son succeeded him as king, and in his days the country was at peace for ten years. 2  Asa did what was good and right in the eyes of the LORD his God.
Asa was the successor to his father Abijah as king.  At least initially, how effective was Asa’s leadership?
· the country was at peace for 10 years

· Asa did what was good and right

· God approved of his actions and attitude 
The reason for his success as king was his focus on pleasing God.  What would you say a God-focused life looks like?
· know what God says to do and then do it

· daily communication with God

· heed, consider, meditate on God’s Truth

· obedience to God’s commands and principles

· Recall Jesus’ statement Matt: 22:37 …: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ 38 This is the first and greatest commandment. 39 And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself. 
· don’t allow material things to become more important to us than knowing and serving God

What kind of peace would result from being “God-focused”?

· peace of mind

· being at peace with God – in right relationship

· assurance of God’s care, God’s provisions

· knowledge of God’s ultimate control of personal and even national and international events

Asa was said to have done  “what was good and right”.  How did he, how do we know what is good and right?

· Asa did what was good and right “in the eyes of the Lord”

· our actions must be based on God’s standard

· cannot be the world’s standard

· today we see standards being reversed by our society

· principles of good according to the Bible are denigrated, maligned,  belittled

· what Scripture says is sin is held up as desirable and normal

· we must know what God says and both obey it and stand up for it publically 
3.2 Remove Barriers to Godliness
Listen for specific actions Asa took as king
2 Chronicles 14:3-5 (NIV)  He removed the foreign altars and the high places, smashed the sacred stones and cut down the Asherah poles. 4  He commanded Judah to seek the LORD, the God of their fathers, and to obey his laws and commands. 5  He removed the high places and incense altars in every town in Judah, and the kingdom was at peace under him.
What action did Asa lead the people to undertake in an effort to remove barriers that could tempt them to false worship? 
· removed foreign altars and high places of pagan worship

· smashed stone idols

· cut down Ashera poles – idols dedicated to a particular goddess

What positive action did he challenge them to take?
· commanded the nation seek Jehovah God

· directed them back to worship the one and only God

· required obedience to laws and commands of the God of their ancestors 
What prohibition from the Lord may have been behind the effort to remove the high places and the images from all the cities of Judah? 
· these locations and idols had been remnants from Canaanites who had lived there before the Israelites conquered the land

· they were part of the culture of Canaanites who still lived in some areas

· foreigners who had been allowed to stay or immigrate brought their deities with them

What resulted from these efforts?
· peace in the land

· Jehovah God’s blessing – both for the nation and for individuals
Where do you see evidence of idolatry in our culture?
· anything that becomes more important to someone than believing in and obeying God

· gaining and holding on to material goods

· desire for popularity

· pursuit of pleasure, entertainment

· working to gain power and authority – financially, politically, socially
Some of these things are so much a part of our lives – we have to work for a living … TV and social media are important elements of communication and entertainment ... gaining knowledge and education are necessary. 

How do we do away with them being idols in our lives?

· realize how much time and other resources they consume

· don’t allow these elements of our culture to take over our lives

· instead make sure to spend time and attention on communicating with God

· confess – agree with God that it is sin to make these things more important than God in your life

· repent – turn AWAY from total focus on worldly elements of our culture

· turn TO daily, personal communication with God 

Why is it true that Godly living leads to spiritual peace and rest?

· God is righteous and holy (distinctly different, unique)

· He is worthy of our awe, praise, and submission, trust 

· that is, we worship Him and declare that worthiness

· when we do so we are in harmony with Him

· Jesus promised abundant life to the person who trust Him and submits to the indwelling Holy Spirit

· Recall the Campus Crusade contrasting illustrations
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3.3 Guard against Temptations
Listen for how Asa led the people during this season of peace.
2 Chronicles 14:6-8 (NIV)  He built up the fortified cities of Judah, since the land was at peace. No one was at war with him during those years, for the LORD gave him rest. 7  "Let us build up these towns," he said to Judah, "and put walls around them, with towers, gates and bars. The land is still ours, because we have sought the LORD our God; we sought him and he has given us rest on every side." So they built and prospered. 8  Asa had an army of three hundred thousand men from Judah, equipped with large shields and with spears, and two hundred and eighty thousand from Benjamin, armed with small shields and with bows. All these were brave fighting men.
What did Asa do during the years of peace to strengthen Judah?  
· built up fortified cities

· build up towns with walls, towers, good gates, barred windows and gates

· repeated reminders that seeking the Lord resulted in peace –
What did God do for Judah when the people sought God? 
· “the land is ours”

· peace – lack of armed conflict …

· peace of a life of joy and right relationship with God

· prosperity

How did Asa prepare militarily? How big was Asa’s army?  
· 300,000 men from Judah – with large shields and spears

· 280,000 men from the tribe of Benjamin – armed with smaller shields and bows

· men of bravery, trained and equipped

Why was it important to take these actions at the current time? 
· build up an army to maintain peace

· it was a deterrent

· there were possible hostile nations around them

· if war came they would be ready

What are some walls of protection we can build to guard against spiritual adversaries?
· study of God’s commands and precepts

· memorization of scripture

· teaching, discipling believers

· training people who will teach and take God’s Word to others

· daily communication with our Commander in Chief .. Jesus

How can we enjoy a season of God-given rest without becoming complacent?
· as Asa did, continue to prepare for warfare … spiritual warfare

· don’t fritter away time and resources on diversions that can distract us from knowing and serving the Lord

· do away with elements of our lives which can become idols – substitutes for God
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Application
Memorize. 
· Commit to memory Matthew 6:33: “But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you.” 
· Allow the truth of this verse to penetrate your heart and mind; let it be a driving force in your pursuit of godliness.

List. 
· Identify areas in your own life that have become idols and false gods. Develop a plan to purposely rid yourself of them. 
· Enlist the help and support of other believers.

Recruit. 
· Join together with a small group of people to serve as your army of “valiant warriors” 
· They will stand guard with you when attacks come from the enemy.
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Crossword Puzzle
Clues and words taken from 2 Chronicles 14:1-8 (NIV)
Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.  A video of the application points is available


View at � HYPERLINK "https://watch.liberty.edu/media/t/1_nwueh8xs" �https://watch.liberty.edu/media/t/1_nwueh8xs� 


Download from � HYPERLINK "https://tinyurl.com/yy55awzz" �https://tinyurl.com/yy55awzz� 





Down


1. _?_ altars were removed


2. army of how many hundred thousand?


3. He built up _?_ cities


5. the land is still _?_


7. what kind of fighting men?


9. He _?_ high places


10. put up around the towns


12. the Lord gave him _?_








Across


4. they built and _?_


6. towns given _?_, gates, and bars


8. what kind of stones were smashed?


11. the kingdom was at _?_ under him


12. Asa did what was good and _?_


13. army equipped with large _?_
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