7/29/2018
Nehemiah – Plan 

1. Motivate

How would you go about asking a big favor of a boss or other influential person? 
· be sure he/she is in a good mood

· make sure to do your job really good before asking

· prepare the way by doing them a favor or two ahead of time

· think carefully what you’re going to say

· maybe have a gift (figuratively or literally) ready 

· may be appropriate to do some praying ahead of time

· approach the person with politeness
2. Transition

Nehemiah knew he was going to have to ask a major favor of the king

· Today we see how he had intentionally plan for this opportunity

· We will see that even today, serving God requires intentionality.
3. Bible Study

3.1 Opportunity Presents Itself
Listen for Nehemiah’s opportunity.
Nehemiah 2:1-5a (NIV)  In the month of Nisan in the twentieth year of King Artaxerxes, when wine was brought for him, I took the wine and gave it to the king. I had not been sad in his presence before;  2  so the king asked me, "Why does your face look so sad when you are not ill? This can be nothing but sadness of heart." I was very much afraid,  3  but I said to the king, "May the king live forever! Why should my face not look sad when the city where my fathers are buried lies in ruins, and its gates have been destroyed by fire?"  4  The king said to me, "What is it you want?" Then I prayed to the God of heaven,  5  and I answered the king, 
What situation created the opportunity?  What indicates the king’s openness to hear Nehemiah’s concern? 
· Nehemiah doing his job … cup bearer for the king

· he brings the king his cup of wine

· however the king notes the sadness on Nehemiah’s face

· asks him, “Why so sad … you’re not sick?”

It’s been four months since Nehemiah heard of the conditions in Jerusalem.  How is he now all of a sudden perceived as being sad?

· must have had an “attack” of sadness or melancholy 

· overcome suddenly with emotion – maybe contrasting the ease of his life with the struggle he knows the returned exiles are having

· may have been eyes tearing up

· possibly pale or ashen faced

· then when the king asks, he is “very much afraid” 

What did Nehemiah do before answering the King?
· gave the typical “Oh king, live forever”

· made sure to address the king in honorific fashion

· remembered his “place” in the hierarchy of the king’s court 

What was Nehemiah’s answer about his apparent sadness?

· the city where my fathers are buried lies in ruins

· it’s gates have been destroyed by fire

· my hometown is in shambles

· the people there are struggling to get things back together

How can we tell when an opportunity is from the Lord?

· sometimes it seems to jump up and (figuratively) slap us in the face

· the “door” is suddenly opened to take the opportunity

· previously it will have seemed impossible to do anything about our problem

· now all of a sudden the way seems very clear

What steps can we take to be ready when an opportunity arises?

· take thought of what the problems actually are

· consider possible solutions, options

· pray about it often

· do research, get background information

· then when God “opens the door” we have ideas in mind to put to work
Before Nehemiah answered the king what he wanted to do, he prayed to God.  How would this have been different from prayers during previous 4 months?

	Previous Prayers
	Prayer before answering king

	· repeated prayers

· detailed prayers

· longer prayers

· asking for wisdom in considering possible solutions

· asking for guidance in thinking

· asking for a specific way that he could help
	· quick

· one time

· silent “snap-shot” prayer

· sort of a “This is it, Lord … help me now!”
· this is what I’ve been praying about

· I’m trusting you to answer all those prayers


3.2 Actively Plan
Listen for evidence of a plan.
Nehemiah 2:5b-8 (NIV) "If it pleases the king and if your servant has found favor in his sight, let him send me to the city in Judah where my fathers are buried so that I can rebuild it." 6  Then the king, with the queen sitting beside him, asked me, "How long will your journey take, and when will you get back?" It pleased the king to send me; so I set a time. 7  I also said to him, "If it pleases the king, may I have letters to the governors of Trans-Euphrates, so that they will provide me safe-conduct until I arrive in Judah? 8  And may I have a letter to Asaph, keeper of the king's forest, so he will give me timber to make beams for the gates of the citadel by the temple and for the city wall and for the residence I will occupy?" And because the gracious hand of my God was upon me, the king granted my requests.
 With what attitude did Nehemiah address the king?
· deference

· respect

·  esteem

· politeness
What was his basic request to the king? 
· send me to the city

· allow me to help rebuild it

How did the king respond? 
· how long will the journey take?

· when would you make it back?

How did Nehemiah expand his request?  What specific things did he request?
· Time. Nehemiah gave the king a definitive timeline of how long the work would take.

· Permission. He requested letters from the king to ensure safe passage.

· Resources. He requested a letter to get timber and raw materials to complete the project.
Why did Nehemiah ask permission of the king? Why not just quit and leave? 

	Ask permission
	Quit and leave

	· able to acquire king’s support

· got letters of authority from the king

· go with King’s blessing
	· no support

· no supplies

· could have angered the king

· king would have been against him


Look at the king's question in verse 6. Imagine Nehemiah had answered by saying, "I 
have no idea. I hadn't thought about it. I am sure that it will all work out." What kind of response do you think he might have received?

· “you’re nuts”

· how can you succeed?

· “You can’t accomplish anything on just ‘hope so’”.

· happy thought, but such an enterprise requires careful planning

How can lack of planning negatively affect the outcome of an activity or task? 

· can cause failure

· lack of resources

· no organization

· do things in the wrong order

· end up having to start all over

· wasted effort, wasted resources
How does careful planning benefit us personally? 

· better results

· more chance of successful completion of the task

· no waste of resources

3.3 Enlist Support
Listen for the people’s response.
Nehemiah 2:17-18 (NIV)  Then I said to them, "You see the trouble we are in: Jerusalem lies in ruins, and its gates have been burned with fire. Come, let us rebuild the wall of Jerusalem, and we will no longer be in disgrace." 18  I also told them about the gracious hand of my God upon me and what the king had said to me. They replied, "Let us start rebuilding." So they began this good work.
Why did Nehemiah say that the Israelites were in disgrace? 
· note the trouble we are in

· Jerusalem lies in ruins

· gates burned 

How did Nehemiah motivate the Israelites to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem? 
· let’s rebuild the wall

· we’ll no longer be in disgrace

· God has graciously provided resources

· we might not deserve God’s help, but He has provided

· God has motivated the king who has promised his help

What sometimes holds us back from asking others to help?
· pride and/or stubbornness  – similar to a 2 yr old “Me do it!”

· easier to sometimes just do it ourselves

· hard to persuade folks to become involved

· timid about asking for help

· afraid people will reject your plea
Why is it important in God’s work to involve fellow believers in ministry?
· it is God’s plan

· the Body of Christ works together

· each member of the Body has a role in the total ministry of the church

· different people have a variety of spiritual gifts and skills

· each can contribute something positive to the task
How did Nehemiah identify himself with others in taking on the work?  Why could that be important? 
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he said let “us” rebuild the wall

· he’s going to be part of the effort – work, resources

· he’s not dictating to them or at them
How can our group better work together to accomplish God’s plans?

· pray about a project or opportunity that God lays upon someone’s heart

· present an opportunity and ask members to think and pray about how they might be involved

· coordinate with church leadership,  follow established guidelines

Application
Set goals. 

· Develop a plan for your spiritual growth. 

· Set some goals and include dates by which you would like to achieve them.

Set a time. 

· Commit a specific time of day to pray for a month. 

· Pray God would reveal opportunities to serve and do His work in the routine of your normal days.

Set an appointment. 

· Talk to your pastor or group leader to discuss opportunities to serve. 

· Discuss ways you can work with other people in order to see God do extraordinary work. Your group may also want to discuss this, and plan ways to serve together.
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Fallen Phrases 
Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.





Someone wrecked our planning document.  The letters of the words fell straight down.  Some letters are easy to figure out, like where there’s only one blank in that column.  Look for two or three letter words and figure what two or three letters in those columns make a sensible word.  This is an important message, get to work!  If you get stuck, find the solution and other Family Activities at 


� HYPERLINK "https://tinyurl.com/ycus53od" �https://tinyurl.com/ycus53od�    
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