8/5/2018
Nehemiah – Persist 

1. Motivate

Why do you think some people get upset when they see others succeed?

· jealousy, paranoia

· they feel threatened, vulnerable 

· afraid you’ll get ahead of them

· wish they could do better

· think you cheated to get ahead

· want to protect their own status

· always want to be #1, mad when someone else is

· feel that life is totally a competition, and they don’t want to lose

· in the work place it could be a job security situation

· they are insecure to start with, when others succeed, it makes them more insecure

· your success may be in opposition to the beliefs and values (political or religious) of those who are upset

2. Transition

Today we look at how Nehemiah’s beginning success upset some local leaders

· Nehemiah faced opposition.

· Doing God’s often brings out detractors and opposition even today
3. Bible Study

3.1 Ridicule and Opposition
Listen for ridicule.
Nehemiah 4:1-3 (NIV) When Sanballat heard that we were rebuilding the wall, he became angry and was greatly incensed. He ridiculed the Jews, 2  and in the presence of his associates and the army of Samaria, he said, "What are those feeble Jews doing? Will they restore their wall? Will they offer sacrifices? Will they finish in a day? Can they bring the stones back to life from those heaps of rubble--burned as they are?" 3  Tobiah the Ammonite, who was at his side, said, "What they are building--if even a fox climbed up on it, he would break down their wall of stones!"
Who were the opponents who spoke out against the Jews and their efforts to rebuild and fortify the city? 
· Sanballat

· Tobiah

· their associates

· elements of the Samarian army

What tactics did they use?
· ridicule

· anger

· cast doubt on their abilities, their judgment

· hyperbole  
List some of the negative comments.

· referred to them as “feeble Jews”

· do they think they can actually restore the whole wall?

· do they think they can do it in such a short time

· they’re using inferior materials … burned stones

· a fox walking on the wall would break it down

What did Sanballat and the others hope to accomplish by their ridicule?
· discouragement

· hoped they would give up

· wanted to halt the process

· make the Jews feel it was an impossible task

Why does involvement in God’s work sometimes incite opposition?
· unbelievers feel threatened 

· Satan instigates them against our ministries

· the claims of God conflict with their mindset, their beliefs

· they deny the Truth we are communicating, preaching

· the Gospel message can affect a change in their way of life (recall the silversmiths who opposed Paul’s preaching)

To what area of life today do Nehemiah’s words speak?
· opposition to Christian standards

· people who fight against a pro-life philosophy

· banning the 10 Commandments

· potential laws against the preaching of certain biblical principles (homosexuality, sanctity of life, human trafficking, etc.) 
What kinds of events, opposition, or setbacks most discourage you? 
· liberal media

· people who protest blatantly against biblical principles

· banning of freedoms of religion

· the hate and deceit of some liberal leaning entertainers, politicians, famous people who have the ear of the mainstream press
How should we respond to negative events or criticism from others? 
· lots of prayer

· avoid angry responses

· note the response of folks like Franklin Graham

· answer with kindness

· respond in love
3.2 Prayerfully Do God’s Task
Listen for Nehemiah’s response.
Nehemiah 4:6-9 (NIV)  So we rebuilt the wall till all of it reached half its height, for the people worked with all their heart.  7  But when Sanballat, Tobiah, the Arabs, the Ammonites and the men of Ashdod heard that the repairs to Jerusalem's walls had gone ahead and that the gaps were being closed, they were very angry. 8  They all plotted together to come and fight against Jerusalem and stir up trouble against it. 9  But we prayed to our God and posted a guard day and night to meet this threat.
What did Israel’s enemies do when they heard of Israel’s success in rebuilding Jerusalem’s walls?  In what ways did the opposition to their efforts to build the wall increase? 
· with anger

· they plotted together

· they planned to come and fight against Jerusalem

· they came to stir up trouble against the project
How did Nehemiah and the Jews respond to the evil plotting of their enemies? 
· with prayer

· they posted a guard

· they were read to meet this threat
What was one of the keys to success for Nehemiah and the people?
· working with all their heart

· prayer

· posting a guard

· being ready to the opposition they knew was coming
How can we maintain our focus on God’s work in the face of opposition?  How does God want us to deal with discouragement? 
· likewise with prayer

· preparation

· do our ministries with planning and skill

· minister with kindness

· know our freedoms and opportunities

· focus on God’s Truth, keep eyes on Jesus
· allow God to demonstrate the Fruit of the Spirit in and through our lives … love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, gentleness, faithfulness, self-control
What practical steps could you take the next time you feel opposition from others for doing what is right? 
· pray for the people in opposition … they need God at work in their lives

· pray for your own position … make sure you are doing the right thing

· pray for wisdom, guidance – both before your ministry and during

· prepare carefully

· minister skillfully

· stay committed
3.3 Work with Vigilance
Listen for a challenge.
Nehemiah 4:14-18 (NIV)   After I looked things over, I stood up and said to the nobles, the officials and the rest of the people, "Don't be afraid of them. Remember the Lord, who is great and awesome, and fight for your brothers, your sons and your daughters, your wives and your homes." 15  When our enemies heard that we were aware of their plot and that God had frustrated it, we all returned to the wall, each to his own work. 16  From that day on, half of my men did the work, while the other half were equipped with spears, shields, bows and armor. The officers posted themselves behind all the people of Judah  17  who were building the wall. Those who carried materials did their work with one hand and held a weapon in the other,  18  and each of the builders wore his sword at his side as he worked. But the man who sounded the trumpet stayed with me.
What did Nehemiah do to encourage the Israelites and protect them from their enemies? 
· gather everyone together – leadership and workers

· tell them “don’t be afraid”

· remind them of God’s help

· remind them of the power and authority of God

· note who it was they were fighting for – families, homes
What security plan did  Nehemiah set in place that would allow the work to continue?
· went back to work, even in the face of opposition

· divided the tasks into two groups – workers and guards

· equipped guards with spears, shields, bows, armor

· officers posted near workers

· those carrying materials carried weapons also

· workers had swords nearby

· Nehemiah kept signal bugler with him 
What does it look like for us to work with one hand and resist opposition with the other?

· careful and complete preparation

· prayer before and during our ministries

· as many people praying as there are ministering during ministry

· task part of the ministry team to be aware of potential problems and “head them off at the pass”

· be aware of all types of problems that might … from facilities issues, equipment, technical, logistics, presence of troublemakers, etc.

How does remembering the Lord help us persist in our current struggles?
· we do our best but we depend on God 

· remember that God is the one who is in charge

· depend on Him, not on our own strength

How can we support each other when one of us is experiencing opposition and adversity?
· practical assistance
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prayer

· advice as necessary

· sometimes just being alongside, encouragement

Application
Serve. 

· If you are not regularly involved in service or ministry to others, find a place to make a difference. 

· Consider where you can help “build the wall.” 

· Talk to your pastor or other Christians for input on an area where you can serve.

Search. 

· See how others deal with opposition as they serve Christ.

· Go to https://www.opendoorsusa.org/ and research Christian persecution across the globe. 

· Pray for persecuted peoples.

Share. 

· One way to “confront” someone who opposes you is to lovingly serve that person. 
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Without big fanfare, find a way to express and share the love of Christ through your actions.

Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.





Persist Crossword      Nehemiah 4:1-3,6-9,14-18 (NIV)
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Down


1. man with this stayed with Nehemiah


4. Sanballat did this to the Jews


6. "Don't be _?_"


9. the Lord is great and _?_


10. each builder wore this at his  side








Across


2. Sanballat was _?_ and incensed


3. work with this in one hand


5. the people worked with all their _?_


7. we prayed and posted a _?_


8. we fight for these


11. Saballat, Tobiah and others _?_ to fight


12. this was stirred up


13. even this animal would break the wall


14. equipped with _?_, shields, bows, and armor
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