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Leave a Legacy

1. Motivate

If you could be known for one rare achievement, what would it be?
· scoring winning touchdown

· winning talent contest

· hitting the jackpot lottery ???

· carving a full sized carousel horse

· winning the raffle for a new Corvette

· landing on the moon

· discovering a new inexpensive energy source

· achieving world peace

· winning a beauty/handsome contest

· catching a trophy sized fish

· winning the Indy 500

· being the winner on the cooking show “Chopped” 

· winning on the blacksmithing show “Forged in Fire”

2. Transition

We probably all would like to be known for something positive.

· You could get a lot of recognition for it amongst your kids and grandkids.

· Today we consider how godly living will likewise impact future generations, in even more important ways.

3. Bible Study

3.1 Following Godly Leaders
Listen for the success of Asa’s successor. 
2 Chronicles 17:1-6 (NIV)  Jehoshaphat his son succeeded him as king and strengthened himself against Israel. 2  He stationed troops in all the fortified cities of Judah and put garrisons in Judah and in the towns of Ephraim that his father Asa had captured. 3  The LORD was with Jehoshaphat  because in his early years he walked in the ways his father David had followed. He did not consult the Baals 4  but sought the God of his father and followed his commands rather than the practices of Israel. 5  The LORD established the kingdom under his control; and all Judah brought gifts to Jehoshaphat, so that he had great wealth and honor. 6  His heart was devoted to the ways of the LORD; furthermore, he removed the high places and the Asherah poles from Judah.
What actions did Jehoshaphat take that reflected the legacy established by his predecessors, men like David or Asa? 
· strengthened himself and Judah against the northern kingdom of Israel

· stationed troops in fortified cities

· put garrisons in border towns

What reason did the Chronicler give for the Lord being with Jehoshaphat? 
· even as a young monarch he walked the same ways as King David

· didn’t consult local Baal deities

· sought Jehovah God, obeyed God’s commands

· avoided heathen practices of northern kingdom, Israel

· his heart was devoted to God’s ways
· continued to remove high places and Asherah poles
What does it mean for a person today to “walk in the ways” of the Lord? 
· obedient to Scripture’s commands and principles

· submitted to God’s Holy Spirit

· depend on God’s strength

· daily communication with God – read and heed God’s Word, talk to God in prayer

· turning away from worldly pursuits

· involved in furthering God’s Kingdom – active in spiritual ministry

What were some ways Jehoshaphat was blessed by the Lord? 
· established the kingdom under his control

· all Judah brought gifts

· he had great wealth and honor

Who are some godly leaders who have influenced you?
· pastors 

· youth leaders while I was growing up

· a camp counselor

· a Sunday school teacher

· a Christian college professor

· a parent, grandparent, uncle, aunt, older sibling

How have you benefited from the spiritual legacy of those who’ve gone before you?
· saw a godly life modeled

· advice given

· Bible teaching, preaching

· encouragement offered

· warnings against mistakes I was about to make

· positive reinforcement when I made good choices

· got me back on the straight and narrow when I had made a bad choice
What can Christians be doing to remove today’s evil influences of society from our lives? 
· put God first

· how you spend your time

· how you spend your money

· where you get your information

· may mean giving up social media or entertainment sources – a form of fasting

· make Bible study and prayer regular (daily) a top priority in your life … if you skip it, you miss it like you feel when you skip a meal – you’re hungry for it
3.2 Teach God’s Truth
Listen for how Jehoshaphat taught the people.
2 Chronicles 17:7-9 (NIV)  In the third year of his reign he sent his officials Ben-Hail, Obadiah, Zechariah, Nethanel and Micaiah to teach in the towns of Judah. 8  With them were certain Levites--Shemaiah, Nethaniah, Zebadiah, Asahel, Shemiramoth, Jehonathan, Adonijah, Tobijah and Tob-Adonijah--and the priests Elishama and Jehoram. 9  They taught throughout Judah, taking with them the Book of the Law of the LORD; they went around to all the towns of Judah and taught the people.
What was another plan Jehoshaphat implemented as part of his reform movement? 
· sent teaching teams throughout the country

· taught from the Book of the Law

· proclaimed God’s Word

· explained it, applied it

How expansive was this effort?
· the towns of Judah

· throughout Judah

· went around to all the towns of Judah

What value would such a teaching mission have for the people and the generation to come? 
· gets God’s Truth into their minds, into their hearts

· you make value judgements, decisions based on God’s values

· let the people know who God is … His power, authority, love for them

· get them back on track on how to live and how to communicate this to their families

· Recall Deuteronomy 6:6-7 (NLT2)  And you must commit yourselves wholeheartedly to these commands that I am giving you today. 7  Repeat them again and again to your children. Talk about them when you are at home and when you are on the road, when you are going to bed and when you are getting up.

What have been some practices in your life that have helped you to learn more of the truths of God?
· personal study and application of God’s Truth

· teaching – you learn more from having to teach a topic than you do from sitting in a class being taught

· studying attributes of God

· making Bible reading and prayer time a daily habit/routine/practice

What are some ways you influence others to know and obey God’s Word?
· model Christian living before others

· allow God’s Holy Spirit to live the Fruit of the Spirit through you -  love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, gentleness, faithfulness, self-control

· involved in outreach and discipling ministry of your church

· when you see someone struggling or hurting, offer prayer and encouragement and practical help (again, living out the Fruit of the Spirit)

3.3  The Influence of Godly Living
Listen for the response by Judah’s enemies.
2 Chronicles 17:10-13 (NIV)  The fear of the LORD fell on all the kingdoms of the lands surrounding Judah, so that they did not make war with Jehoshaphat.  11  Some Philistines brought Jehoshaphat gifts and silver as tribute, and the Arabs brought him flocks: seven thousand seven hundred rams and seven thousand seven hundred goats.  12  Jehoshaphat became more and more powerful; he built forts and store cities in Judah  13  and had large supplies in the towns of Judah. He also kept experienced fighting men in Jerusalem.
How were others, especially his enemies, affected by Jehoshaphat’s faithfulness to the Lord? 
· fear/awe of God fell on surrounding nations

· they did not go to war against Judah

· they brought gifts – silver, gold, livestock

How can our faithfulness to God change relationships with people who might be seen as “enemies”?

· when our lives demonstrate Fruit of the Spirit (love, peace, gentleness, kindness, goodness), our attitudes and actions will draw others to us

· when we minister to “enemies”  in God’s name, God works in their lives

· we are not seen by them as a threat

· we show God’s love to a world hungry for love 
What were some other things Jehoshaphat did that had positive implications for the generation that would follow?
· built forts and store cities

· had large supplies in towns/cities of Judah

· kept experienced fighting men in Jerusalem

What are the rewards of Bible Study and devotion to God – that is, our spiritual re-armament?

· begin to know the mind of God

· able to claim “many precious promises”

· encouragement

· lose fear of what we face today

· what and Who is in our hearts overflows into the lives of others

What kind of spiritual legacy do you want to leave to your children and grandchildren?
· faithfulness

· live according to God’s Word

· involvement in Kingdom ministries

· that they not just “survive” in a culture unfriendly to God, but they will be “more than conquerors” 

· that God will use them in a mighty way to touch the lives of others, to reach the lost, to be active in bringing people to Jesus
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Application
Pray. 
· As you begin each day, ask God to give you opportunities to be a godly influence to those you encounter.

Thank. 
· Who has modeled a godly life before you in such a way that you wanted to follow his or her example? 
· Contact that person and say thank you for influencing your own walk with Christ.

Invest. 
· Meet with two or three others whom you can encourage and influence. Consider ways to teach them God’s Word. 
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One option is to take them through a discussion of this same study from the life of King Asa.
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Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.  A short video is available to present the applications.


View at � HYPERLINK "https://watch.liberty.edu/media/t/0_e1r1gyoz" �https://watch.liberty.edu/media/t/0_e1r1gyoz� 


Download at � HYPERLINK "https://tinyurl.com/y5qn6avk" �https://tinyurl.com/y5qn6avk� 





Find other Family Activities at � HYPERLINK "https://tinyurl.com/y5qn6avk" �https://tinyurl.com/y5qn6avk�





Crossword Puzzle


Clues and words taken from�2 Chronicles 17:1-13 (NIV)
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