2/23/2020
How Can I Honor God in My Suffering

1. Motivate
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When have you seen someone honored in a memorable way?
· Rush Limbo during the State of the Union

· champion team parade through town

· surprise award at a banquet

· special award during an otherwise normal event

· retirement party

· statue of the founder unveiled

· important official makes a visit to give the award

· national TV coverage given to a wedding/funeral/etc.

· news program gives coverage of someone who celebrates their 100th birthday

· winner of Miss America announced

· winner of a competition (cooking, blade-smithing, etc.) awarded the big prize

2. Transition

Winners or notable people are given honor.

· As believers, we should honor God daily.

· Every part of life—including difficulties—is an opportunity to honor and give glory to God.
3. Bible Study

3.1 Let Jesus Be Displayed during Suffering
Listen for what is the treasure.
2 Corinthians 4:7-11 (NIV)  But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-surpassing power is from God and not from us. 8  We are hard pressed on every side, but not crushed; perplexed, but not in despair; 9  persecuted, but not abandoned; struck down, but not destroyed. 10  We always carry around in our body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be revealed in our body. 11  For we who are alive are always being given over to death for Jesus' sake, so that his life may be revealed in our mortal body.
In what ways are we like “clay jars”?
· physical limitations – especially as we grow older

· most of us are quite ordinary in our appearance and abilities

· easily broken

What is the “treasure” Paul is speaking of?

· knowledge of the Gospel

· presence of Christ within our lives

· precious Truth of salvation

Why does God choose to use the weak or the simple to proclaim His word and to carry out His mission?
· then it is obvious that it is God who has accomplished it

· otherwise the completion of the task might be attributed to the person

· God often does His work in such a way that it has to be He who has done it

· then we know it was God
· then God gets the praise, honor, glory
List the words Paul used to describe the suffering and the corresponding survival he and his ministry partners experienced.

	Suffering
	State of Survival

	· hard pressed on every side

· perplexed

· persecuted

· struck down
	· not crushed

· not in despair

· not abandoned

· not destroyed


What did the positive outcome of each prove or demonstrate? 
· no matter how bad things get …

· God empowers us to overcome

· God gives strength

· God’s Holy Spirit dwelling within our lives empowers us to live above the struggles of living in a sinful world and within mortal bodies
What other image did Paul use to define the nature of his service for Christ? 
· we always carry around in our body the death of Jesus

· the result is the life of Jesus is demonstrated or revealed to be dwelling within the believer

· we are given over to death for Jesus sake

· then His life is revealed in our mortal bodies

Why was he willing to suffer or to be delivered continually unto death for Jesus’ sake?
· God was at work accomplishing the spread of the Gospel

· life has its ups and downs, it’s good and bad, no matter who you are

· how much better to be serving the Lord and seeing the church, the Body of Christ grow and advance, no matter what you are enduring

When have you seen someone glorify God when afflicted, perplexed, persecuted, or struck down?
· God enables someone with severe physical limitations to overcome them

· they are able to use their situation to gain an audience for sharing the Gospel

· a person who grew up stuttering, yet felt called to preach was delivered

· someone who made a big mistake in life and ended up in prison is able to become a powerful witness within the whole prison system

3.2 Give Thanks And Praise God – Even in Suffering
Listen for a Psalm quoted.
2 Corinthians 4:12-15 (NIV)  So then, death is at work in us, but life is at work in you. 13  It is written: "I believed; therefore I have spoken." With that same spirit of faith we also believe and therefore speak, 14  because we know that the one who raised the Lord Jesus from the dead will also raise us with Jesus and present us with you in his presence. 15  All this is for your benefit, so that the grace that is reaching more and more people may cause thanksgiving to overflow to the glory of God.
What good outcome came to the Corinthians because Paul was willing to suffer? 
· Paul said “life is at work in you”

· (MSG paraphrase) “While we’re going through the worst, you’re getting in on the best!”
· people were coming to salvation in Christ as the result of Paul’s ministry – even though he had struggles and hardships
In what way did Paul identify with the psalmist in Psalm 116:10 (KJV)?
· He quotes verse 10, “I believed, therefore have I spoken”
· claims he is similarly speaking to the Corinthians out of his own belief and convictions

· Paul is convinced of the Truth of Salvation and preaches it every chance he has

What did Paul offer as the reason he had confidence even in the midst of suffering?
· God’s Power raised Jesus from the dead

· that same Power will raise him out of suffering to be able to minister

· God will be present with him as he writes, as he preaches and teaches

What obstacles sometimes keep us from viewing suffering as an opportunity to share the gospel?
· focus on our pain

· all we can think of is how miserable we are

· we don’t look to God

· 95% of our prayer requests are for our aches, pains, ailments

· how much more important are our spiritual struggles (which we are ashamed to admit)

· how much more significant are the lostness of people all around us

According to verse 15, why did Paul endure all that he endured?
· so that the precious Truth of Salvation will reach more and more people

· that God might be praised and glorified

· that both he and they would be overflowing with glory to God

How can suffering lead to the spread of the gospel?
· God will enable us to overcome in our suffering

· God will empower us to serve and minister, despite suffering

· God’s power will be demonstrated as overcoming power

· that same power will rescue people from both the penalty and the power of sin

3.3 Stand Strong to Glorify God
Listen for why to stand strong.
2 Corinthians 4:16-18 (NIV)   Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are being renewed day by day. 17  For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all. 18  So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen. For what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.
What contrasts are found in these verses?  List all the contrasting words and phrases in the passage.

	· outwardly wasting away

· light, momentary troubles

· don’t focus on what we see

· temporary

· seen
	· inwardly being renewed

· eternal glory outweighs them

· fix eyes on unseen (by faith)

· eternal

· unseen


To what did Paul reaffirm his commitment?

· don’t lose heart

· know that the troubles are achieving an eternal glory

· fix his eyes on the unseen, on God, on the eternal

How does focusing on the eternal help us endure the temporary?

· we sense a purpose beyond what is happening in the now

· we know temporary will end

· we are assured that eternal is eventual and UNending

· we can know that what is eternal is of God

Why do you think it is so easy for believers to forget about the eternal and focus or concentrate on the temporary?

· we are bombarded with the physical or temporal elements of our lives

· our lives are very busy with work, kids, commuting, doctoring, school, etc.

· we must consciously choose to focus on spiritual things, on trusting the Lord

What can we do to “see the unseen” and focus by faith on the eternal?

· go to God’s Word

· memorize scripture – make it permanent in your mind

· listen to, sing along with hymns, gospel songs, worship songs

· talk to God on a regular basis
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How can believers help one another as we deal with daily struggles of our temporal lives and the “wasting away” Paul talks about?

· [image: image3.png]


praying for one another  (right there when you are talking with someone – in the store, on the phone, standing in the church lobby, etc.)

· offering sincere words of concern and encouragement

· when you see a need that you could help meet, go into action

Application
Pray. 
· Ask God for help when you endure suffering. 
· Ask Him to draw you closer to Him. 
· Ask a few close friends to pray for you and remind you of God’s love for you.

Journal. 
· One way to discover how God is at work is to use a journal to write down your prayers and observations. 
· In time, you can look back at your writing to see what He taught you and how you have grown in Christ.
Share. 
· Tell someone else of your experience with God during a time of difficulty or suffering. 
· It’s your story to share. Look at it as a gift to someone who is suffering now.
· Pray and ask God to make you aware of any opportunities to use your story to encourage or help others.
A video for the lesson introduction is available.  View at � HYPERLINK "https://watch.liberty.edu/media/t/1_lxref2jq" �https://watch.liberty.edu/media/t/1_lxref2jq� 


If you don’t have Wi-Fi where you teach, better to download to your computer from


� HYPERLINK "https://tinyurl.com/syhyyty" �https://tinyurl.com/syhyyty� 





You might pause right now to pray for some specific needs of people in your class





Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.





Just look at the mess. The letters have fallen out of their columns straight down. And let me tell you, there’s something important there about what we learn through suffering. Replacing some letters are easy to figure out, like where there’s only one blank in that column. Look for two or three letter words and figure what two or three letters in those columns make a sensible word.  If you get stuck or insist on doing the crossword, go to � HYPERLINK "https://tinyurl.com/syhyyty" �https://tinyurl.com/syhyyty� 
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