11/3/2019
God’s Will and the Church

1. Motivate

When have you been given advice that you’re glad you didn’t ignore?
· check the pressure on that tire, it’s low

· there’s a good deal on flat screen tv’s at Walmart

· the fish are biting at Piney Lake

· don’t go to work on the interstate this morning

· that girl over there (now my wife) says she’d be willing to go out with you

· buy low, sell high

· that car lot has a nice looking truck for sale

· don’t wear white socks for dress up

· get a haircut before you do the job interview

· wear a tie – if that’s too dressed up, you can take it off and stick it in your wife’s purse

2. Transition

God reveals His plans for us through His church, the Body of Believers.
· In addition to scripture and God’s Holy Spirit, He can reveal His will in other ways.

· Mature believers can often give good direction and guidance.
3. Bible Study

3.1 The Holy Spirit Works through Believers
Listen for reference to the Holy Spirit.
1 Corinthians 12:1-3 (NIV)  Now about spiritual gifts, brothers, I do not want you to be ignorant. 2  You know that when you were pagans, somehow or other you were influenced and led astray to mute idols. 3  Therefore I tell you that no one who is speaking by the Spirit of God says, "Jesus be cursed," and no one can say, "Jesus is Lord," except by the Holy Spirit.
What is the subject matter under discussion in this portion of the letter and what might have led Paul to address it?
· Paul speaks to the issue of spiritual gifts

· he seems to say they need good instruction

· maybe there’s been confusion and misunderstanding

What did Paul remind his readers about their spiritual past?  What was the condition of the Corinthians when they were pagans?
· before they received Christ as Savior, they lived as pagans

· they may still have some of the influences of that mindset or worldview

· they were led astray at that time by those teachings and some of those concepts may still be in their thinking 
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What confession is evidence of the Spirit’s dwelling within a person?   What is the only way a person can say, "Jesus is Lord"? 
· not only just to say that phrase

· but to live with Christ as the Lord of their life

· if Jesus is really the Lord of your life, you allow Him to direct and control what you say and how you act

· Again, the Campus Crusade figure of Jesus on the throne of one’s life

What reasons exist that Christians today are ignorant about Spiritual gifts?

· they don’t study what God has to say about it

· confusion and division exists concerning some of the gifts (speaking in tongues, so called holy rollers, etc.)

· they may not want to know … spiritual gifts are meant to result in service

· fear of what it might mean … God might call me or gift me (or my children) to go to some mission field where there are bugs, yucky food, and terrorists!

The Corinthians were led astray before they became believers, and may have still struggled with some of those influences. What are some sources people listen to that may lead believers astray today?
· materialism

· entertainment industry

· peer pressure, desire for popularity

· desire for power and influence

3.2 God’s Work through Us in the Church
Listen for concepts of unity and diversity.
1 Corinthians 12:4-6 (NIV)  There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit. 5  There are different kinds of service, but the same Lord. 6  There are different kinds of working, but the same God works all of them in all men.
So what things were specified different, what things were the same?

	Different
	Same

	· kinds of gifts

· kinds of service

· kinds of working

· manifestation of the Spirit to each
	· same Spirit

· same Lord

· same God working all of them in all men


Why does Paul use different words to talk about something that is a “gift”?  What does use of these different words have to say about the purpose of spiritual gifts?

· given for the common good

· service implies it is done for others

· they are to be used … they result in actions 

· the gifts are not given just to be admired or shown off

What did Paul say that suggests spiritual gifts are functional and pragmatic?
· the spiritual gifts are given for different kinds of service

· there are different types of work to be done in the church

· a given congregation will have a variety of ministry tasks which need to be covered

· and, over the years, new kinds of ministries become possible

· for example,  50 years ago, the spiritual gift of web-master didn’t exist

How have you seen the principle in these verses play out in your church?
· the folks who play in the church orchestra or on the worship team have gifts and skills of music, that not everyone has

· some folks are really skilled at working with little children, and others with teens

· some are good organizers

· others are good at behind the scenes details

· people who are generous with their time or with finances

· depending on the size of the church, one or more folks are very dedicated at cleaning and maintaining the church building and grounds

How would it affect a church, making it different if every believer understood and exercised his/her spiritual gift?

· people’s needs be met

· powerful outreach into community

· never begging for Sunday School or VBS workers

· programs well administrated

· special projects easily funded

· local believers better able to resist temptations

3.3 God’s Spirit Gifts in a Great Variety
Listen for the variety of spiritual gifts.
1 Corinthians 12:7-11 (NIV)  Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good. 8  To one there is given through the Spirit the message of wisdom, to another the message of knowledge by means of the same Spirit, 9  to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that one Spirit, 10  to another miraculous powers, to another prophecy, to another distinguishing between spirits, to another speaking in different kinds of tongues, and to still another the interpretation of tongues. 11  All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and he gives them to each one, just as he determines.
What is another prhrase in which Paul refers to spiritual gifts?
· uses the phrase “manifestation of the Spirit”

· declares this is given for the common good, most often for the local congregation, but also for the ministry of the world-wide body of believers
What about the pattern of the list suggests that not everyone has every gift?
· as Paul lists them he repeatedly says, “to another …”

· gifts are given to “each one”

· given “just as He determines”
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Let’s list the specific gifts enumerated by Paul in this passage:

	Gift
	Meaning

	1. message of wisdom

2. message of knowledge


3. faith

4. gifts of healing

5. miraculous powers


6. prophecy

7. distinguishing between spirits

8. speaking in different languages



9. interpretation of language
	1. Put facts together for wise decisions

2. Gain new information, understanding from Scripture

3. Trust God in face of impossibilities

4. Successful praying for sick

5. Demonstrate God’s power supernaturally

6. Speak God’s message to others

7. Recognize presence/absence of an evil spirit

8. Several possible meanings
(good linguist, miraculous speaking as at Pentecost, ecstatic utterances)

9. Able to interpret someone’s public speaking in tongues – for edification of  whole group


After listing the gifts of this passage, let’s consider the meanings of these terms as we understand them.

What could you say to someone who admits they are struggling with the feeling that they had nothing to offer to the ministry of their church?

· assure them that Scripture specifically states (in this and other passages) that God gives every believer a spiritual gift

· ask them what some of their skills are in their job or within their family

· often that is an indication of the direction that a spiritual gift might be of service to the Lord

· Consider a spiritual gifts inventory … here’s a link to one from LifeWay
https://tinyurl.com/yxe68cvu 

How can our group best use our gifts to serve Christ and His church?

· pray for one another that God would make our spiritual gifts apparent to us

· encourage each other to become involved in various church ministries

· think of how a boat must be moving in order for the rudder to have an effect … you must be active in church ministries in order to discover what “works” for you 

· affirm one another’s gifts

· when you see someone’s involvement in spiritual ministries and it is obvious God is blessing, share your appreciation and how you can see God at work through their lives in this particular activity


Application
Reflect. 
· Reflect on what God may have been saying to you recently though other people. 
· Thank God for the believers He has placed around you to walk alongside you.

Pray. 
· Keep a prayer list of other people’s needs and decisions. 
· Pray regularly and specifically that they would see what God desires and obediently follow God’s plan.

Serve. 
· Use the gift(s) God has given you to serve His body. 
· You don’t have to know what your gift is in order to serve; begin to serve in an area where your heart is drawn and your gift will manifest itself.

The main thrust of this lesson on God’s Will





Have class list first, then lecture on meaning





A video for the application points is available.  View or download at � HYPERLINK "https://tinyurl.com/y377ylge" �https://tinyurl.com/y377ylge� 


Best to download if you have no WiFi where you teach.


Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.





Down


1. message of _?_


3. manifestations given for the _?_ good


4. interpretation of _?_


5. to _?_ faith by the same Spirit


6. _?_ of wisdom


8. different gifts, but the same _?_


9. I do not want you to be _?_


10. _?_ of healing by that one Spirit








Crossword Puzzle


God’s Will and the Church


Clues and words taken from �1 Corinthians 12:1 – 11 (NIV)





Across


2. just as He _?_


6. knowledge by _?_ of the same Spirit


7. _?_ between spirits


11. different _?_, but the same Lord


12. you were _?_ influenced and led astray


13. you were influenced and led _?_


14. miraculous _?_
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