10/13/2019
God’s Will and My Will

1. Motivate

When you eat out with a group, how do you choose where to go?
· the host chooses

· someone’s favorite place

· what’s close

· which one has not gotten a recent published low grade from the health department

· some place we haven’t been recently

· who’s got a special going right now

· a place where you have a discount coupon

· let’s go and see which place isn’t crowded right now so we don’t have to wait

· a new place everyone wants to try

2. Transition

When faced with a more important decision, we want God’s input … what is His will?

· In those cases, our decision making process should not be as arbitrary as how to choose a restaurant.

· You should seek to align your will with God’s will.
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3. Bible Study

3.1 Chosen by God’s Will
Listen for what God has done for us.
Ephesians 1:4-6 (NIV)  For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight. In love 5  he predestined us to be adopted as his sons through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will-- 6  to the praise of his glorious grace, which he has freely given us in the One he loves.
What words and phrases describe the actions God took for our lives.

· chose us before the creation of the world

· predestined us to be adopted as His sons and daughters

· we become His children through Jesus Christ

· it was His pleasure, His will

What was God’s goal in bringing anyone into His family? 
· that we live a holy life

· that our lives be separate, distinct, unique – different from the way the world lives

· that our lives be blameless 

· that we live righteously – that is make right choices

What do we have to praise God for?
· God’s glorious grace – love underserved

· He accomplished our salvation through Jesus, the One He loves

· our salvation was free for us – but it cost Jesus greatly

Consider how God is making us holy and blameless?     (this is a short lecture portion)

	Holy in His sight
	Holy in our practices

	· Christ took our punishment, the judgment we were due

· we confess, repent of our sinful condition

· we receive His work of salvation by faith

· He imputes us with Christ’s holiness
	· God is present in our lives in the person of His Holy Spirit

· The Holy Spirit motivates us

· He enables us to live a life of holiness, lives out Spiritual fruit through us 

· He separates us from the world and separates us unto God

· He gifts us for service and ministry


Imagine that you have just received a genuine communication from the White House that the president had had his eye on the excellence of your job skills for some months now and was interested in asking you to help out with a specific task using those skills in the hurricane recovery.  

Ignoring your particular political leanings how would you feel?

· honored

· challenged

· maybe still disbelieving

· undeserving

Now consider what we read in the passage that God chose you as a part of His plan before the foundations of the world.

What are ways you can respond to God when you begin to understand this reality?

· promise to serve Him faithfully

· declare your thanks to Him

· worship Him

· submit to His direction in your life (He knows best)

How should knowing that you were chosen to be in the family of God affect your involvement in evangelism? 
· you want to live up to what God expects

· again, like being in the pick-up ball game, you want to show you were worthy of being chosen

· we didn’t deserve to be chosen, so we want to be involved as a matter of gratefulness

· we know there are other people out there that God chose that need to come to that realization

· we can have a role in bringing in other chosen people into God’s family
3.2 God’s Sovereign Will
Listen for the mysteries of God’s wisdom.
Romans 11:33-36 (NIV)  Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable his judgments, and his paths beyond tracing out! 34  "Who has known the mind of the Lord? Or who has been his counselor?" 35  "Who has ever given to God, that God should repay him?"  36  For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be the glory forever! Amen.
What could Paul not help but do as he thought about God’s unfolding of His plan of salvation? 
· he marveled at God’s actions

· he was in awe of God’s wisdom and knowledge

· he concluded that God’s workings are beyond our understanding

· came to the realization that everything we have is the result of God’s working in our lives

· God deserves our praise and glory … every day … forever
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What three rhetorical questions did Paul ask? 
· Who has known the mind of the Lord?

· Who is smart enough to give counsel to God?

· How could we repay God for what He has done?

       List these for class to see
What is the implied answer to each? 




and think about
· we cannot know His mind

· we’re not smart enough to tell God what to do

· no way we can repay Him for His blessings

Why is it significant that we can’t fully comprehend the ways of God?
· if we could fully understand God, He would not be much of a deity

· we can trust His wisdom, His power, His authority, His love

· God is able to accomplish what we cannot

· He is dependable – He is a good God – not an angry or fickle or arbitrary deity
What does this hymn of praise reveal about God’s nature?
· God wisdom and knowledge – omniscience 

· God’s power – omnipotence

· God’s authority – He is sovereign

· God can and will do what God chooses to do 

In what ways do we underestimate God? 
· we sometimes think our problem is too small for God to deal with … He’s busy keeping the universe running

· at the other extreme we think our problem is too big for God to fix

· (both of these attitudes are lies from Satan)

· we underestimate His power and authority

· we underestimate His personal interest, His personal love for us as individuals
3.3  God Reveals As We Surrender
Listen for how to respond to God.
Romans 12:1-2 (NIV)  Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God--this is your spiritual act of worship. 2  Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is--his good, pleasing and perfect will.
What are the appeals Paul made in these verses? 
· offer your bodies as living sacrifices

· don’t conform to the world’s values

· be transformed – allow God to renew your mind

· test and approve God’s will

On what basis did he make them? 
· God’s mercy

· this pleases God

· it separates you from the world’s lifestyle

· all this enables you to test and approve God’s will

How does transformation occur? How does the Christian become different from unbelieving people?
· you fill your mind with God’s Truth

· you make decisions based on that Truth

· you learn to depend on God’s power, authority, and love for you

· you set aside the philosophies of the world

· you discover more and more of God’s Truth, 

· you grow in your faith

What three words did Paul use to describe God’s will?
· good

· pleasing

· perfect

How does presenting your body as a living sacrifice help you discern God’s will for your life?
· you become willing to follow what God has for you

· when you are willing, God’s purposes become more obvious, more desirable

· you give up the right to make your life choices solely on your own 

How does being transformed by the renewing of your mind help you discern God’s will for your life?
· you fill your mind with God’s Truth (found in daily scripture reading and meditation)

· this reveals to you what God is doing in  a macro (large view) and micro (up close view) in your life as a believer

· you don’t allow yourself to be pressed into the world’s “mold” of attitudes and actions

Application
Praise. 
· Praise God for His love and mercy. 
· Thank Him for working in your life.
Review. 
· Sometimes it’s easier to see the purposes of God by looking in the rearview mirror. 
· Look back on key moments in your life and consider how God was at work in each of those situations. 
· Make a list of your findings as a reminder that God is at work even though you may not fully understand how.
Share. 
· Share with your group or a close Christian friend ways the world is trying to conform your thinking. 
· Pray together that your minds would be renewed in the ways of God.

A video for the introduction is available.


View at � HYPERLINK "https://watch.liberty.edu/media/t/1_xsnd576l" �https://watch.liberty.edu/media/t/1_xsnd576l� 


If you have no WiFi where you teach, download at


� HYPERLINK "https://tinyurl.com/y3vl2dvx" �https://tinyurl.com/y3vl2dvx� 





Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.





This is not good.   All those letters slid straight down in a jumbled pile.  At least they stayed in the right column. Replacing some letters are easy to figure out, like where there’s only one blank in that column.  Look for two or three letter words and figure what two or three letters in those columns make a sensible word.  For a clue, go to Romans 12:2  If you’re really stuck, go to � HYPERLINK "https://tinyurl.com/y3vl2dvx" �https://tinyurl.com/y3vl2dvx� 
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