4/14/2019
God Won’t Forgive This Sin

1. Motivate

Growing up, what was an “unforgivable sin” in your home?
· sassing my parents

· dancing

· movies

· don’t smoke, drink, or “chew” or go with guys/girls who do

· sports on Sunday
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couldn’t wear shorts at church camp

· don’t miss Sunday services for anything
· cussing or otherwise “dirty” talk

2. Transition

Today we study what Jesus taught about a specific sin that is “unforgivable”.

· Sometimes people fear they have committed that sin

· However, what cannot be forgiven is the sin of unbelief – when someone rejects Jesus’ offer of forgiveness.

3. Bible Study

3.1 God’s Power at Work
Listen for the people’s reaction.
Matthew 12:22-23 (NIV)  Then they brought him a demon-possessed man who was blind and mute, and Jesus healed him, so that he could both talk and see. 23  All the people were astonished and said, "Could this be the Son of David?"
What situation did Jesus address? 
· a demon possessed man

· the man was also blind and mute

· Jesus healed the man – the demon was gone, the man could then talk and see

What are some ways you see Satan at work in the world today?
· tempting people in a variety of ways

· getting people into false religions

· trying to set society against scriptural teachings and principles 

· sexual purity, tempting to lust

· tempting to greed – do most anything for money

· reject sanctity of life

· tempting a desire for power

· society wants everyone to “accept” people – even though they defy scriptural teachings 

· gender confusion
How did the people respond to what they saw? 
· the people were astonished

· they considered among themselves, “Could this be the Son of David”

· they wondered aloud if this could sure enough be the Messiah

What are the implications of the title “Son of David”?  What seems to be the attitude of the people who ask this question?

· speaks of the Messiah

· they seem to suggest, “how could it be?   Maybe it really is!”

Where have you seen the power of Jesus at work around you?
· answered prayers

· protection from unexpected possible dangers

· needs met

· job provided

· finances came at just the right time

· peace when going through tough times
On a bigger scale, how do you see the kingdom of God overcoming the evil one in today’s world?
· the gospel continues to spread

· God is at work in prisons

· people are repenting and coming to Jesus

· around the world, thousands of people are rejecting the majority religions and coming to Christ
3.2 The Presence of God’s Spirit
Listen for how Jesus uses logic.

Matthew 12:24-29 (NIV)   But when the Pharisees heard this, they said, "It is only by Beelzebub, the prince of demons, that this fellow drives out demons."  25  Jesus knew their thoughts and said to them, "Every kingdom divided against itself will be ruined, and every city or household divided against itself will not stand. 26  If Satan drives out Satan, he is divided against himself. How then can his kingdom stand? 27  And if I drive out demons by Beelzebub, by whom do your people drive them out? So then, they will be your judges. 28  But if I drive out demons by the Spirit of God, then the kingdom of God has come upon you. 29  "Or again, how can anyone enter a strong man's house and carry off his possessions unless he first ties up the strong man? Then he can rob his house.
How did the Pharisees respond upon hearing what Jesus had done?  How did they try to counter what the people said about Jesus and detract from what He had done for the man? 
· Jesus must be doing this through Beelzebub

· the prince of demons is being used

· that’s where the power is coming from

· implying that Jesus was in league with the devil

What parables did Jesus offer to emphasize that attributing Christ’s work to Satan was illogical and inconsistent?
· “a kingdom divided against itself will be ruined”

· “every city or household divided against itself will not stand”

How did Jesus show the Pharisee’s argument to be illogical? (12:25-26) 
· if Satan drives out Satan, then he is divided against himself

· if he’s the one doing this, how can his kingdom and influence stand

· also it is known that some Jewish leaders would sometimes cast out demons

· Jesus asks if they also are in league with Satan to drive out Satan
What are some ways our culture responds to the works of Christ?
· self-fulfilling prophecies

· Jesus was a trickster – feeding of the 5000, He had food stashed away somewhere to pull it off

· the Bible is a bunch of myths, fables, folklore

· it’s all wishful thinking

· what we call answers to prayer was just the way it was going to happen anyway

· what we call creation, was just an evolutionary process

· religion is a crutch, the “opiate of the masses” (Karl Marx)

What did Jesus say to show the significance of His ability to drive out demons?  What rationale did Jesus give for casting out demons?

· Assume that I drive out demons by the Spirit of God …

· then the Kingdom/Rule of God has come upon you

· if I show power and authority over Satan in his own territory …

· then I can free people from his power

· Jesus defeats Satan and the destruction he seeks to bring on the earth
3.3 Willful and Persistent Unbelief
Listen for the one sin that will not be forgiven.
Matthew 12:30-32 (NIV)  30  "He who is not with me is against me, and he who does not gather with me scatters. 31  And so I tell you, every sin and blasphemy will be forgiven men, but the blasphemy against the Spirit will not be forgiven.  32  Anyone who speaks a word against the Son of Man will be forgiven, but anyone who speaks against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven, either in this age or in the age to come.
What do you think Jesus means when He says, “He who is not with me is against me”?  How is neutrality not an option when it comes to a relationship with Jesus?
· neutrality is not an option when it comes to how we respond to Jesus

· if we claim to be “neutral” and neither for nor against, then we are actually against

· If you choose not to decide, you still have made a choice
· in the context of accepting or not accepting Christ’s teachings, you have rejected Him

What good news has Jesus declared? 
· every sin can be forgiven

· every blasphemy can be forgiven

· speak a word against Jesus can be forgiven

What is the exception as far as forgiveness is concerned?
· blasphemy against the Spirit is not forgiven
· speaking against the Holy Spirit is not forgiven

Jesus has been casting out evil spirits by the power of God’s Holy Spirit.  The Pharisees have rejected the idea that this is the work of the Holy Spirit.  How did this “blaspheme” the Holy Spirit?

· refuse to acknowledge the power of the Holy Spirit

· this is defamation of character – blasphemy of the Holy Spirit

· had nothing to do with cuss words (what we typically think of as blasphemy)

· had to do with their rejection of the work of the Holy Spirit

So how do people today reject the work of the Holy Spirit?

· refuse to respond to the Spirit’s convicting/convincing efforts in our hearts and minds

· when we refuse to believe the message of the Gospel

· when we reject the fact that we are sinners and need God’s forgiveness

· God cannot/will not forgive the person who rejects the Gospel message and refuses to believe in His provision – the substitutionary death of Jesus taking the punishment

God calls us to 

· confess – to agree with Him that we are sinful

· repent – turn away from our sinful actions and attitudes and turn to Him

· receive by faith the forgiveness God offers through the work of Christ on the cross

How does this passage give someone hope when they feel that God could never forgive them?
· you may have done some terrible sin that had ruinous effects on your life or the lives of others

· you may have done something that landed you in jail

· you may have deeply offended friends or family

· you may have made of mess of your life

· As long as someone lives, they have the opportunity to turn to Christ, even if they have rejected Him in the past
The Good News is …  confession, repentance, and receiving by faith God’s redeeming work on the cross can bring you forgiveness
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Application
Search. 

· Pride keeps us from seeing our own need for Christ and His forgiveness. 
· Allow the Lord to search your heart for areas of pride that point to reliance on self and not on Christ.

Pray. 

· It can be hard to be around people who are resistant to what Christ offers. Pray for patience! 

· God is often working “behind the scenes” in a person’s life, so pray for opportunities to be used by God to patiently plant seeds.

Share. 

· You know others who need to hear the gospel and come to faith in Christ.

· Ask God to open their hearts to receive His forgiveness, and pray for opportunities to share the message of Christ.
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A video is available for the introduction.


View at � HYPERLINK "https://tinyurl.com/y5hsbmxu" �https://tinyurl.com/y5hsbmxu� 


Download at � HYPERLINK "https://tinyurl.com/y6nq2z7v" �https://tinyurl.com/y6nq2z7v� 





Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.





Hmmm … interesting.   Unscramble each of the clue words.  Those words are from our Bible Study passage.  Copy the letters in the numbered cells to other cells with the same number.  Find out an important quote from a famous person.  If you get stuck go to � HYPERLINK "https://tinyurl.com/y6nq2z7v" �https://tinyurl.com/y6nq2z7v� .  And you can find other interesting Family Activities there, also.
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