5/26/2019
Exploit Your Friends

1. Motivate

How is a shrewd businessperson viewed in our society today?

· admired
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hated

· emulated

· suspected

· investigated

· envied

· “watch out for that guy”

· “get him to do your deal” 

· he’s a careful bargainer

· he could sell refrigerators to Eskimos

· she’s a wheeler-dealer

2. Transition

Jesus tells a parable about a shrewd businessman

· The fellow is dishonest, but praised for his cleverness

· Jesus says believers should be similarly wise with resources and opportunities.

3. Bible Study

3.1 Accountability
Listen for demand of accountability.
Luke 16:1-2 (NIV) Jesus told his disciples: "There was a rich man whose manager was accused of wasting his possessions. 2  So he called him in and asked him, 'What is this I hear about you? Give an account of your management, because you cannot be manager any longer.'
To whom did Jesus direct His teaching on this occasion? 
· this time, specifically to disciples

· no crowds mentioned

What issue surfaced in the story about the steward of the house and the rich landowner?
· manager/steward was accused of wasting possessions

· the landowner confronted the manager

· let’s look at the books

· we’re going to look at the accounts and count the cash in the safe

· you’re about to be fired

What suggests the landowner believed the accusations that the steward had been guilty of wasting resources?
· called for an accounting

· told him he would no longer be the manager

How have you seen people mismanage what was entrusted to them?
· misused funds

· went way over budget and had no explanation for where the money went

· man working in a kitchen took food and equipment away for use elsewhere

· when supposed to be working, hid somewhere and took naps

· never finished assigned tasks

· embezzled funds

· used the company car for totally personal travel

· used the company credit card for his own expenses

· used God-given skills for worldly gain, not for the Lord

· waste time and energy on worldly pursuits
What are some things God has placed in your life to manage?
· home

· vehicles

· children

· specific tasks where employed

· responsibilities at church

· influence those around me for the Lord

· personal finances

· personal skills

· 24 hours each day

( God calls us to be faithful and trustworthy in all these areas.
3.2 Shrewd and Clever Management
Listen for shrewdness commended.
Luke 16:3-9 (NIV) "The manager said to himself, 'What shall I do now? My master is taking away my job. I'm not strong enough to dig, and I'm ashamed to beg-- 4  I know what I'll do so that, when I lose my job here, people will welcome me into their houses.' 5  "So he called in each one of his master's debtors. He asked the first, 'How much do you owe my master?' 6  "'Eight hundred gallons of olive oil,' he replied. "The manager told him, 'Take your bill, sit down quickly, and make it four hundred.' 7  "Then he asked the second, 'And how much do you owe?' "'A thousand bushels of wheat,' he replied. "He told him, 'Take your bill and make it eight hundred.' 8  "The master commended the dishonest manager because he had acted shrewdly. For the people of this world are more shrewd in dealing with their own kind than are the people of the light.9  I tell you, use worldly wealth to gain friends for yourselves, so that when it is gone, you will be welcomed into eternal dwellings.
How did the steward deal with the accusations against him and his subsequent dismissal? Why was the he scared to lose his job?
· took stock of what he faced

· declared himself unable to do manual labor

· ashamed to beg

· began a scheme to put himself in favor with other people
Rather than give up, what did he do? What plan did he put in place?
· called in his master’s debtors

· offered them major discounts on their debts

· 50% off, 29% off

What did he hope to accomplish by it? 
· figured he was making points with them

· they “owed” him considerable favors

· they might be willing to hire him and get them further deals

· showed he could work a deal if needed

How did the rich master react to the dishonest dealings of the manager? Even though he was characterized as unjust, for what was he commended? 
· he had acted shrewdly

· he was dishonest, but clever about it

What lesson did Jesus draw from the story? What application did He make?
· use your worldly wealth to gain friends

· use your resources for the Lord

· be clever, innovative in how you minister the Gospel

· time is a valuable commodity, don’t waste it

· use your energies for the Kingdom of God

· look for new opportunities to share the Good News of Salvation

· make friends with folks who need Jesus

· be faithful in all your tasks and responsibilities – it is a witness for the Lord

Agree or disagree:  “Shrewdness is a negative quality.”

	Agree
	Disagree

	· some of the synonyms include: cunning, craftiness, guile, cleverness

· usually describes the person who is working some sort of angle

· the connotation is they are “bending” the rules and turning a blind eye to the spirit of the law, yet keeping the letter of the law
	· some of the synonyms include: astuteness, sharpness, discernment, insight, wisdom, cleverness

· Jesus used the word to imply that the people of God should be shrewd or clever in their spiritual responsibilities


Why do you think Jesus would have been sharing such a parable with the disciples and not necessarily with the crowds who sometimes came to hear Him?

· they were in leadership training

· leaders must be held accountable

· leaders must always seek visionary ways to spread the Gospel

· creative and ingenious methods of ministry are always in need

How can believers wisely use resources to gain friends for eternity?
· invite neighbors for coffee/dessert and use the get together to share Jesus

· when you meet folks on your street, ask them if there’s something going on in their lives that you could be praying for

· when their tree is blown down in a storm, offer to help them clean up the yard and haul off the branches

· one church I heard of, went door to door with lightbulbs and asked if the family had any burned out bulbs … offered a replacement, invite to church and make reference to Jesus the “Light of the world”

· brainstorm new ways to reach out to folks – backyard Bible clubs, free light bulbs, free windshield washes, mothers’ day out ministries, free car maintenance for elderly or anyone who is mechanically challenged (oil changes, advice, etc.)
3.3 Faithfulness in Service
Listen for Jesus’ conclusion of the parable.
Luke 16:10-12 (NIV)  "Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted with much, and whoever is dishonest with very little will also be dishonest with much. 11  So if you have not been trustworthy in handling worldly wealth, who will trust you with true riches?  12  And if you have not been trustworthy with someone else's property, who will give you property of your own?
According to Jesus, what is the relationship between a person’s ability to handle a little and to handle a lot? 
· if you show yourself faithful initially in handling your limited resources, it demonstrates your faithfulness for larger resources

· similarly, if you demonstrate dishonesty with small responsibilities, people will know they are not able to trust you with larger

Why is a person who mishandles worldly riches not a good candidate to trust with spiritual things?
· a person is known by their deeds

· we evaluate their character by what we see about their actions
· faithfulness or unfaithfulness in secular areas of our lives usually carries over in a similar manner to spiritual issues
How can you become more trustworthy in handling the money and other resources that God has given you? 
· begin by tithing 10%

· get yourself out of debt 

· don’t spend beyond your means (do not imitate the government’s method of finance)

· learn to live on a budget … plan how your income will be spent

· establish a savings account … work to save 10% of your income in addition to the 10% tithe

· don’t spend impulsively

· use your time wisely – avoid squandering it
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build margin into your schedule so you would be able to respond to needs around you

Application
Confess. 
· If up to this point you have used your time, resources, and possessions only for yourself, confess that to God. 
· Ask Him to change your heart and use what He’s entrusted to you for the sake of others and for His kingdom.

List. 
· Make a list of the resources and possessions at your disposal. 
· Beside each item, list one or two ways you could use those in service to Christ. 
· Develop a strategy for using those things for Him.
Work together. 
· Join with others who share a likeminded interest or passion.

· Work together to use that interest to benefit others and advance Christ’s Kingdom
Word Search

A video is available for the introduction.


View at � HYPERLINK "https://watch.liberty.edu/media/t/1_1aedgz7h" �https://watch.liberty.edu/media/t/1_1aedgz7h� 


Download from � HYPERLINK "https://tinyurl.com/y2acfqfy" �https://tinyurl.com/y2acfqfy� 





Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.
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“Exploit your friends?”  Humph!  That doesn’t sound very Christian.  Well, see if you can make sense of those messed up words in the box. They need to be found.  Humph.  I suppose you’ll need help, since they go up, down, forwards, backwards, and even diagonally.  So, you can go to � HYPERLINK "https://tinyurl.com/y2acfqfy" �https://tinyurl.com/y2acfqfy� where there’s other Family Activities.  Do it … it’s good for you!  Humph.
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