2/9/2020
Does God Really Understand My Suffering?
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1. Motivate

When has the ending to a story totally surprised you?
· the “good guy” turned out to be the bad guy

· one of the main characters in the series gets killed off

· the dumbest looking person in the competition ends up winning

· the team with the best record gets upset by the underdog team

· someone in the series gets killed, but this ends up being a dream, so they’re really still alive

· like in the “Murder on the Orient Express” where everyone was guilty of trying to murder the victim

· what happens to Hans Solo, Luke Skywalker, and Princess Leah in the last couple of episodes

2. Transition

The Jews were totally surprised by the actual role of the Messiah

· They were expecting a political and/or military hero for Israel

· Instead He would win a spiritual victory for all peoples.

· Today we consider the prophecy that Jesus would willingly experience pain and suffering for our salvation.

3. Bible Study

3.1 Jesus Suffered from Rejection
Listen for rejection.
Isaiah 53:2-4 (NIV)  He grew up before him like a tender shoot, and like a root out of dry ground. He had no beauty or majesty to attract us to him, nothing in his appearance that we should desire him. 3  He was despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows, and familiar with suffering. Like one from whom men hide their faces he was despised, and we esteemed him not. 4  Surely he took up our infirmities and carried our sorrows, yet we considered him stricken by God, smitten by him, and afflicted.
What negative qualities of the Servant are described in this passage?

· no beauty or majesty to attract us

· despised and rejected by men

· a man of sorrows, familiar with suffering

· people hid from him

· they didn’t hold him in reverence, didn’t honor, respect, value him
What are at least two benefits that came to the people because of the Servant’s suffering? 
· took up our infirmities

· carried our sorrows

How do these verses remind you of events surrounding the death of Jesus?
· the religious leaders of His day despised Him, rejected Him

· He suffered

· in the crucifixion there was certainly no beauty or majesty to attract others to Him

· there was sorrow – in His suffering, for His followers

· even Joseph of Arimathea took a chance when he volunteered to deal with Jesus’ body

What does rejection look like in our culture?

· attacked verbally

· maligned in social media

· shunned

· maybe even in trouble with authority

· unable to get ahead because of prejudice against the person

Note the phrase “we esteemed him not” … what are some synonyms of esteemed ?
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respected, 

· valued,

·  honored, 

· revered,                              …   Him NOT
· admired, 

· valued, 

· appreciated

· an antonym is  scorned
Why do you think some people tend to despise or scorn those who suffer? 

· we think they probably had it coming

· figure they brought it on themselves

· wonder what they did to deserve that

· consider God must be punishing them

· decide they need to pull themselves up by their own bootstraps and get it together

How does Jesus life and ministry on earth as a “suffering person” (not a conquering hero at the head of a heavenly army) help to encourage you with suffering in your life?

· He knows the kinds of feelings you have

· He has felt the same physical struggles (tiredness, pain, hunger, thirst)

· He knows how to respond to our prayers

3.2 Jesus Suffered Affliction and Death
Listen for similarities to Jesus’ death.
Isaiah 53:5-9 (NIV) 5  But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are healed. 6  We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way; and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all. 7  He was oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; he was led like a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is silent, so he did not open his mouth. 8  By oppression and judgment he was taken away. And who can speak of his descendants? For he was cut off from the land of the living; for the transgression of my people he was stricken. 9  He was assigned a grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death, though he had done no violence, nor was any deceit in his mouth.
 What are benefits noted here that come to people because of the Servant’s suffering? 
· He took the punishment for our transgressions

· healing

· God the Father laid on Him our iniquity

· stricken for transgression of the people

How words or phrases remind you of events surrounding the death of Jesus?
· pierced

· crushed

· punishment

· wounds

· slaughter

· oppression, judgment

· taken away

· assigned a grave

Based on this passage and your knowledge about Jesus life, how was He misunderstood?

· He was put to death by the religious leaders for politically expediency

· they saw Him as a blasphemer who claimed to be deity

· they saw Him as becoming too popular and robbing them of their authority

· He had not done any violence, not deceived anyone, yet they saw Him as a threat

How is Jesus misunderstood in today’s culture?  
· a cute little baby in the manger is the focus at Christmas
· the secular world wants to stay separated from this

· the claims of Jesus are given nodding acceptance, “yeah sure, whatever”

· he was a good man, a wonderful teacher,  but that was a long time ago
· some people might even declare that Jesus and the church are “horning in” on the Christmas season and festivities
3.3 Jesus Suffered for Our Benefit
Listen for further examples of suffering.
Isaiah 53:10-12 (NIV)  Yet it was the LORD's will to crush him and cause him to suffer, and though the LORD makes his life a guilt offering, he will see his offspring and prolong his days, and the will of the LORD will prosper in his hand. 11  After the suffering of his soul, he will see the light [of life] and be satisfied; by his knowledge my righteous servant will justify many, and he will bear their iniquities. 12  Therefore I will give him a portion among the great, and he will divide the spoils with the strong, because he poured out his life unto death, and was numbered with the transgressors. For he bore the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors.
What is stated to be the Lord’s will?

· crush Him

· cause Him to suffer

· bore our iniquities

· poured out His life unto death

· numbered with transgressor

· bore the sin of many

Why did the Servant’s suffering to the point of death “please” the Lord?  What did the Servant accomplish for transgressors by His suffering? 
· Jesus became a guilt offering

· Jesus took the judgement of death we deserved

· now we (who were born sinners) can have a relationship with a Holy and Righteous God

· Jesus’ substitutionary death justified all who receive Him in faith

· made intercession for the transgressors

How does the description of Jesus’ suffering help us better understand Jesus as a human person?
· we can identify with the physical pain

· we may have likewise been misunderstood or rejected

· we might have experienced abuse or betrayal

· we begin to realize He went through all those things because He loves us

· we realize He knows what we need because He has been there, experienced that

Consider ways in which people suffer … sickness, tragedy, broken relationships, financial reversals, oppression, abuse.  Why do you think Jesus is able to identify with suffering you might be experiencing?

· Jesus was rejected

· He experienced physical abuse

· He was rejected by government and religious leaders

· He was betrayed by one of His own followers

· He was abandoned by His followers during the trial

· many people who had flocked to Him were only after the benefits of His miracles

· He was misunderstood by many of those around Him

· He was accused of associating with sinners

How can we communicate God’s love and understanding when others are suffering?

· share the fact that Jesus really does understand what they are going through

· remind them of His power at work in their lives, in their situations

· often love and understanding is communicated not so much in what we say, but just in being with them and listening

· pray with them
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ministering to them in practical ways – helping with transportation, running errands, child care

Application
Thank. 
· As you pray, thank God for the suffering Christ endured for your salvation. 
· Thank Him that one day you will be free of all suffering and pain because of Christ.

Accept. 
· If you’ve never trusted in Christ and accepted His death on your behalf, pray and seek His forgiveness. 
· Trust Jesus to save you. Talk to your group leader or look on the inside front cover of this book for help.

Share. 
· If you have a friend or family member whose circumstances make him or her cynical to the truth that God cares, tell that individual about the suffering of Christ. 
· Encourage this person to see God’s love and care as evidenced by the death of Jesus.

A video is available for the introduction. View at � HYPERLINK "https://watch.liberty.edu/media/t/1_ys1muitv" �https://watch.liberty.edu/media/t/1_ys1muitv� 


If you don’t have Wi-Fi where you teach, better to download to your computer from � HYPERLINK "https://tinyurl.com/razcfl7" �https://tinyurl.com/razcfl7� 





Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.





Need Help?


Humph!





We just found this message dropped by a Stanblicngo operative.  We need your intelligence department to decode the message for our Bible Study syndicate.  This needs to be shared everywhere.
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