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Does Absolute Truth Exist?

1. Motivate

What fascinates you most about the space program?
· to look up at the moon and think, “There’s guys up there!”

· they did the moon shots with old technology, 1950’s

· the spin off technology that has come from all the research that made it happen

· satellite communications we have now

· GPS in our cars

· communications that have given us the capabilities of the Internet

· seeing some of the actual rockets and space vehicles in Johnson Space Center

· the accuracy required of the calculations that have to take place to make things go where you want them to 

2. Transition

Consider when it comes to a space launch, we must have everything absolutely correct.

· You can’t “wing it” and do what feels OK
· We require this form of absolute truth in science and physics

· Yet many people believe Truth is subjective and personal for behavior or religion

· Today we study the concept that TRUTH is found in Jesus Christ

3. Bible Study

3.1 Can We Really Know the Truth?
Listen for Pilate’s dilemma.
John 18:36-38 (NIV)  Jesus said, "My kingdom is not of this world. If it were, my servants would fight to prevent my arrest by the Jews. But now my kingdom is from another place." 37  "You are a king, then!" said Pilate. Jesus answered, "You are right in saying I am a king. In fact, for this reason I was born, and for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone on the side of truth listens to me." 38  "What is truth?" Pilate asked.
Based on your memory of the Easter story, what is the setting of this conversation between Jesus and Pilate? 
· the religious leaders want to get rid of Jesus

· they accuse Him of various crimes

· they cannot execute Him, only the Romans can do that

· so they bring Him before Pilate who chooses to interview Jesus privately

How did Jesus describe His kingdom (kingship)?
· not an earthly kingdom

· else His friends would fight for Him

· rather, from another place

[image: image1.png]Christ in the life
Self on the throne
Issues of life in disarray

Christ on the throne.
Self submits to Christ

Issues of life in harmony with
Christ’s purposes




Why did He say He had come? 
· to be a spiritual king

· to be king of the lives of believers

· to testify to Truth 
· consider once again the Campus Crusade circles
How does our culture answer the question: ‘What is truth?
· whatever seems right to you

· it’s variable, depending on the situation

· your truth may be different from my truth

· your reality may be different from my reality

What other sources of truth do people depend on today?

· Google, the Internet

· news media

· what their friends tell them

· what is told to them by someone they respect

How would you answer the question, "What is truth?"
· what the Bible says

· what aligns with reality

· what God says

Consider these definitions for Truth …
· That which aligns with reality

· Absolute truth is true for all people, for all places, and for all time.
Based on that definition, which of the following statements would be “Absolutely True”?

“No Right Turn on Red”

· not absolutely true

· only true where sign exists, otherwise, OK

· but not for all people … does not apply to emergency vehicles

“Thou shalt not kill”

· generally true

· but legal or appropriate in the case of self defense

· also would not apply for a soldier in war time

“Love your neighbor”

· might not like them, but Jesus commanded to show love

· may be hard, but believers are called to show love

“You must be born again”

· true for all people, for all places, for all time – salvation by faith (even in O.T.)

3.2 Jesus Revealed Truth
Listen for who reveals Truth.
John 1:14-18 (NIV)  The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. 15  John testifies concerning him. He cries out, saying, "This was he of whom I said, 'He who comes after me has surpassed me because he was before me.'" 16  From the fullness of his grace we have all received one blessing after another. 17  For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18  No one has ever seen God, but God the One and Only, who is at the Father's side, has made him known.
 What Old Testament image for the presence of the Lord is found in verse 14? 
· when God’s presence filled the Tabernacle and the priests could not enter

· when Moses came from God’s presence and his face was so bright people covered their eyes
What was John the Baptist’s witness concerning Jesus?
· this is the very expression of God, now as a human, now in flesh

· He is God dwelling among us as a human

· He reveals the glory of God, Himself 
What is the only way we are able to know God, see His glory, receive His grace, and know His truth?
· in the person of Jesus

· Jesus was fully human and at the same time fully God

· His coming as a man demonstrated His love for us

· His life lived and spoke God’s Truth

How are grace and truth demonstrated in Christ?

	Grace
	Truth

	· showed love for all people

· ministered to all in need

· blessed people, even though they didn’t deserve it

· died for us sinners, payed the penalty for our sins
	· told us about God

· communicated God’s Truth

· lived what he preached, demonstrated that Truth


How did Jesus reveal God’s glory and truth to us? 
· demonstrations of His miraculous power

· answers to prayer

· his influence in our lives

· like the commercial, “We got ‘people’” … we have God taking care of business

· provisions in our lives

· changing our lives for the good
John 1:12 says,  “Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God”  How should being a child of God affect our lives? 
· children have physical and behavioral traits like their parents

· we begin to act like Jesus

· our talk is affected by our relationship to Jesus

· we begin to demonstrate the Fruit of the Spirit

· we see God as our Father … we can trust our Heavenly Father, even if we cannot trust an earthly parent

3.3 Truth Sets Us Free
Listen for the impact of Truth.
John 8:30-36 (NIV)  Even as he spoke, many put their faith in him. [31] To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, "If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples. [32] Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free."  [33] They answered him, "We are Abraham's descendants and have never been slaves of anyone. How can you say that we shall be set free?" [34] Jesus replied, "I tell you the truth, everyone who sins is a slave to sin. [35] Now a slave has no permanent place in the family, but a son belongs to it forever. [36] So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.
So what is the impact or the result of holding to Christ’s teachings
· you become a disciple of Christ

· you know Truth

· the Truth will set you free
· you are free indeed

Jesus’ Jewish listers were confused about becoming “free”.  According to Jesus, what kind of slavery was He talking about?  What was Jesus’ line of reasoning?

· if you are sinning, you are a slave to sin

· if you are slave to sin, you are not in God’s family

· if you are in God’s family, you are a child of God, not a slave

· God has set you free from both the penalty and the power of sin

· when God sets you free, that guarantees it

In what way are people enslaved to sin today?

· substance abuse – from hard drugs to chocolate chip cookies

· materialism … got to have the new gadget, the new car, the new computer

· power … must be in control (of someone, of a situation)

· fear, anger, depression

According to the passage, what will set us free from this kind of slavery?

· God’s Truth

· [image: image2.png]RODW

7% 16

TAIFH NI MIH

T/ w1 8 E2an e v

GECRA

EE R B VY

STEOUY FERE

7T F 3 7 78
MIKNDGO
6 31 3% &
PECAL
T
RBNO
a1
Tz 3 75 T 7 T 0 T Tz 7T TR 16 3
75 31 E I T ZTwaw B w5 wmEom ™3
'

ELREZ A T %W 9 I BB



read it, apply it

· trust in it – it is absolute Truth

· claim it for your own

Application
Know. 
· Because the Bible teaches us how to live and points to the truth in Jesus, commit to read it through. 
· Discover what it says about matters of faith, ethics, and morality.

Read. 
· Learn more about our need for truth in the book Unimaginable: What Our World Would Be Like Without Christianity by Jeremiah J. Johnston (Minneapolis, MN: Bethany House, 2017).
Engage. 
· Talk with a friend who is not yet a believer. 
· Listen to his or her views on absolute truth and share how you found the truth in Christ.
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Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.  A video is available for the application points.


View at � HYPERLINK "https://watch.liberty.edu/media/t/1_15yyw8b3" �https://watch.liberty.edu/media/t/1_15yyw8b3�  If there is no WiFi where you teach, best to download from � HYPERLINK "https://tinyurl.com/wtngtlw" �https://tinyurl.com/wtngtlw� 





Double Puzzle


Words taken from John 1:14-18; 8:30-32; 18:36-38a (NIV)








Momma-mia, these words and-a phrases got scrambled, just like-a my eggs.   To find the important phrase about TRUTH, unscramble each of the clue words and-a phrases.  Then copy the letters in-a the numbered cells to other cells with the same number.  For help go to   � HYPERLINK "https://tinyurl.com/wtngtlw" �https://tinyurl.com/wtngtlw� 












2

