9/30/2018
Authentic Joy

1. Motivate

What’s the best forgery, fake, or fraud you’ve seen or heard about?

· saw a counterfeit piece of money

· fake messages offering a fortune to try to get your bank account

· someone stole one of our checks out of the mailbox, used the account all over

· saw a guy on TV that specialized in copying famous paintings

· movies about a gang that defrauded a bank

· in the original 1960’s Mission Impossible episodes they would fool a lot of people

· Enron accounting fraud

· Bernie Madoff’s giant Ponzi scheme

· Foundation for New Era Philanthropy was a notorious Ponzi Scheme -- money was stolen from Christian religious organizations and charities
2. Transition

Consider how people fake friendliness and joy when we meet each other … smile, shake hands, murmur polite words, etc.

· However, genuine joy calls for something deeper.

· Today we look at how authentic joy flows from a relationship with Jesus.

3. Bible Study

3.1 Driven by Faith, Love, and Hope
Listen for faith, love, and hope.
1 Thessalonians 1:1-3 (NIV)  Paul, Silas and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace and peace to you. 2  We always thank God for all of you, mentioning you in our prayers. 3  We continually remember before our God and Father your work produced by faith, your labor prompted by love, and your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.
Who is the letter from and to whom was it written? 
· from Paul, Silas, and Timothy

· to the church of the Thessalonians

Through what acts did Paul constantly affirm the Thessalonians? 
· thanked God for them

· prayed for them regularly

What did Paul remember about the Thessalonians? 
· their work produced by faith

· their labor prompted by love

· endurance inspired by hope in Christ
Work” and “labor” sort of go together.   How are they produced and prompted by faith and love?

· work/labor probably refer to acts of ministry to one another 

· when we trust God, we can minister to others without worrying about getting paid back

· when we are motivated by agape love we perform acts of kindness with not even an expectation of reciprocal payback

· may also refer to their faithfulness in their professions

· here also people work with excellence, believing that God desires and will reward faithfulness

· we perform well at our jobs with an attitude of love for fellow workers and for those who benefit from our work efforts

What kind of “hope” are we talking about here?

· more than “I hope I get an A” or “I hope we win the big game tonight”

· not wishful thinking 
· but joyful, confident expectation. 

· probably points to end-time hope that will be finally realized in the return of Christ

How do you think the Thessalonians’ hope was visible for others to see?  How can our hope be demonstrated before others?
· their faithfulness in ministry 
· their endurance in hardships and opposition

· also had to do with their faith and love for others around them

· they ministered and endured because they had the confident expectation of Christ’s return and His peace and joy day by day
3.2  Joy Flows from Salvation
Listen for how Paul ministered.
1 Thessalonians 1:4-6 (NIV) For we know, brothers loved by God, that he has chosen you, 5  because our gospel came to you not simply with words, but also with power, with the Holy Spirit and with deep conviction. You know how we lived among you for your sake. 6  You became imitators of us and of the Lord; in spite of severe suffering, you welcomed the message with the joy given by the Holy Spirit.
 How had Paul presented the gospel to this audience? 
· with words

· with power

· through the work of God’s convicting/convincing Holy Spirit

· with deep conviction
How had the Thessalonians responded to the gospel message? 

· they believed the message

· they imitated Paul’s faith and service

· they endured severe suffering

· they welcomed the message with Joy 

What statements show a vital connection between the preaching of the gospel and living out the gospel as important to an effective witness? 
· Paul preached the gospel (good news) of Christ’s sacrifice for the forgiveness of our sins and His resurrection

· The Spirit of God convinced them of this Truth in their hearts and minds

· their behavior changed – they lived and acted with the same attitude and motivation as Paul

· they were not put off from the Faith by suffering or persecution

Why or how is it possible to have joy in the midst of the pressures that accompany living for Jesus in an unfriendly world?
· God’s Spirit at work in our lives brings peace and assurance

· we are empowered by God’s Spirit 

· God’s Spirit produces in us the Fruit of the Spirit … love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, gentleness, faithfulness, self-control

· We receive Spiritual armor and weapons to protect our minds, our emotions, to enable us to be victorious in spiritual battles

What are some ways our lives can reflect the joy of the gospel?
· our joy results in unsolicited acts of kindness to others around us

· a quick smile instead of a mumbled growl

· we share with others why it is that we have this joy, so they can experience it also

When have you seen the power of the gospel displayed in someone’s life?

· the turn their lives around

· their vocabulary changes – no more swearing or filthy talk

· their wardrobe changes – no more suggestive clothing, no more sloppiness, less faddishness

· they use their time differently – serving God instead of self

· they are able to throw off addictive habits that had bound them

How does demonstrating joy in difficult circumstances make a difference in the kingdom?

· shows others you have something/Someone going for you

· it is a contrast to the way the world handles troubles … “When you worry, when you doubt, run in circles, scream and shout”

· people can tell it is genuine, not just a put on or fake

· it is a witness

What is the difference between presenting the gospel with power and deep conviction, and presenting the gospel without it? 

	Without power and conviction
	With power and conviction

	· like eating rice cakes, it is food but seems like eating Styrofoam

· comes across as merely opinion

· done with mere human effort
	· more than an opinion – it is Truth

· God’s Spirit uses Truth to convince/convict

· the power is God’s power


3.3 Love and Joy Lived as An Example
Listen for model believers.
1 Thessalonians 1:7-10 (NIV) And so you became a model to all the believers in Macedonia and Achaia.  8  The Lord's message rang out from you not only in Macedonia and Achaia--your faith in God has become known everywhere. Therefore we do not need to say anything about it,  9  for they themselves report what kind of reception you gave us. They tell how you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God,  10  and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead--Jesus, who rescues us from the coming wrath.
For what else did Paul commend the Thessalonians? 
· they had become model believers

· God spoke through them all over Macedonia and Achaia and beyond

What intentional actions did they take in response to the hearing of the gospel? 
· turned to God from idols

· they serve the living and True God

· they were waiting with anticipation the return of Christ

· they were convinced of Jesus being raised from the dead

· they totally believed that Jesus work of redemption rescued them from the wrath of God on sin

What major elements of the gospel does Paul allude to in these verses?
· death and resurrection of Christ

· the God we worship is the living and true God – Jehovah …  The “God Who IS” (in contrast to “them who ain’t”)

· Jesus will return from heaven in person

· Jesus work on the cross accomplished the forgiveness of our sinful condition and our sinful actions and attitudes

Paul noted that his readers had given up idols to trust in Jesus.  What kind of idols must we turn from?

· materialism

· lust

· hate, anger

· pursuit of pleasures

· substance abuse … from chocolate chip cookies to hard drugs and alcohol

· popularity, fame
What obstacles should we overcome to be able to live with a sense of love and joy?

· selfishness

· preoccupation with material things and self-promotion

· focusing on the negative

· lack of faith
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filling our minds with the wrong things – instead need to read and meditate on God’s Word
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Application
Thank someone. 

· Who is one person in your life who lives with authentic joy? 

· Write a note and thank that person for his or her example.

Grow in joy. 

· Take a hard look at the three suggestions for growing your joy 

1. Authentic joy does not wax and wane with circumstances

2. Authentic joy is more solid and stable than the rising of the sun.

3. Authentic joy is not found in immediate gratification but by pushing past it

· Write these on index cards and place them in spots where you will see them on a daily basis.

Journal your thanks. 

· Because joy is linked with gratitude, begin a “thankful” journal. 

· Each day for the next month write down something you are thankful for and watch your joy begin to grow.

Cryptogram

This week, the application points can be viewed in video form. Click on link in the PowerPoint or download from


� HYPERLINK "https://tinyurl.com/ydc9fwo2" �https://tinyurl.com/ydc9fwo2� 





Use the last page as a handout so your learners can take home the application points of this week’s lesson.





Another message from headquarters.  Use the table above to determine the letters of the message about joy and the author of the quote.  If you get stuck, find the solution at �� HYPERLINK "https://tinyurl.com/y834or72" �https://tinyurl.com/y834or72� 


There’s lots of other secrets there you can discover with your family.
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