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Exploring New Directions

1. Motivate

When did you go away (with or without your family) for the first time to stay overnight somewhere else?
· for a slumber party

· when your folks were going to be gone

· before a trip so we could get an early start

· visiting friends or relatives far away

· going to church- or scout-camp

· spend a couple of weeks with grandparents or aunt and uncle

2. Transition

Today we look at how God called Abram to leave home without telling him the destination!
( Studying the challenges to Abram’s faith can help us learn to move on in new directions
3. Bible Study

3.1 Called to Change
Listen for specific promises God made to Abram.
Genesis 12:1-3 (NIV) The Lord had said to Abram, "Leave your country, your people and your father's household and go to the land I will show you. [2] "I will make you into a great nation and I will bless you; I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing. [3] I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you."  

What specific promises do you see here made to Abram?
· I will show you where to go

· I will make you into a great nation

· I will bless you 
· I will make your name great

· you will be a blessing

· I will bless those who bless you, curse those who curse you

What is God’s requirement of Abram, what is the condition for the fulfillment of these promises?

· leave your country, leave your people

· go to the land … the land I will show you (on the way)

What kinds of thoughts would you have if God asked to do this?

· what about my job, my church, my grandkids?  … my wife ?!?!?

· should I sell the house or rent it?

· how quick are we supposed to do this … days? weeks? months?

· what about the kids’ schools?

What effect can God’s promises have on us when we face God’s call to change?
· God has all wisdom, all power, all authority

· He can carry through on His promises 

· contrast to men’s promises which have no guarantee

· God knows what is best for me   (easy to say, tougher to put into practice when faced with major changes)

Why should our obedience not depend on our comfort or understanding how all the details of God’s call seem logical to us?

· here’s where obedience and faith are tied together

· if I really trust God, then I should be able to follow Him without full disclosure of the end result

· I know who God is and what He is like

· I am assured of His love for me and His power to provide and to guide
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3.2 Clarity Follows Obedience
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Listen for a sense of the magnitude of this journey.
Genesis 12:4-8 (NIV)  So Abram left, as the Lord had told him; and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five years old when he set out from Haran. [5] He took his wife Sarai, his nephew Lot, all the possessions they had accumulated and the people they had acquired in Haran, and they set out for the land of Canaan, and they arrived there.  [6] Abram traveled through the land as far as the site of the great tree of Moreh at Shechem. At that time the Canaanites were in the land. [7] The Lord appeared to Abram and said, "To your offspring I will give this land." So he built an altar there to the Lord, who had appeared to him.  [8] From there he went on toward the hills east of Bethel and pitched his tent, with Bethel on the west and Ai on the east. There he built an altar to the Lord and called on the name of the Lord. 

What elements of this journey would make it a considerable effort?
· it is on foot – for a long way
· Abram and his wife are already what we term senior citizens

· he was traveling with family

· they had all their “stuff” – material possessions and livestock

· Abram did not have a map

· the people he encountered along the way were not always going to be friendly

What are some new directions we might face in our adult years?

· new jobs, a second career 

· moving closer to family (our parents, our children)

· going back to school to finish a degree as an “older” student

· caring for aging parents

· dealing with loss of a spouse (through death or marital separation)

· becoming a single parent

Find on the map where God let Abram know He intended to give Canaan to him and his descendants  …
· locate the city of Sechem … should be north of Jerusalem

What responses do we see that Abram makes to God’s promise?
· built an altar there to the Lord

· went to Bethel and pitched his tent … took up residence

· built another altar to the Lord

· called on the name of the Lord

How does worshiping God keep you centered, even when everything around you is changing?

· Jesus it the same yesterday, today, forever

· God does not change

· focusing on Him, declaring His worth brings stability to your mind, your emotions

· nothing is too powerful to shake God

· He already knows what is going on

· He has no “plan B” … He has things under control

3.3 Conflict Comes
Listen for the source of conflict in Abram’s journey.
Genesis 13:5-7 (NIV)  Now Lot, who was moving about with Abram, also had flocks and herds and tents. [6] But the land could not support them while they stayed together, for their possessions were so great that they were not able to stay together. [7] And quarreling arose between Abram's herdsmen and the herdsmen of Lot. The Canaanites and Perizzites were also living in the land at that time. 
What problem arose between Abram and Lot?
· both men owned considerable flocks and herds

· the land could not support them while they stayed together

· their herdsmen began to quarrel 

· at the same time they had local population to deal with

What kinds of things do you think the herdsmen would be quarreling about?

· who got the watering holes

· who got to access the water first

· who got the best grazing land

· if the animals got mixed together, could be confusion about ownership

Why do God’s blessings (such as a time for new opportunities) often present opportunities for conflict?

· Satan will try to mess things up

· our own selfish desires can crop up

· new experiences in our lives can cause us to go through growing pains, put us on a steep learning curve

Why is it important to be ready to handle conflict in a timely and graceful manner?

· otherwise it can undermine what God is really doing

· we could get sidetracked easily

· it affects not only ourselves, but others also
Advice often given to newlyweds in this context 

3.4 Count on God’s Promises
What are some ways that people today react to conflict?

· lash out at others – spouse, children, even the family pet

· go into depression

· bury their sorrow in substance abuse (candy,                   , alcohol, etc.) 

Listen for how Abram handled the conflict.
Genesis 13:8-9 (NIV)   So Abram said to Lot, "Let's not have any quarreling between you and me, or between your herdsmen and mine, for we are brothers. [9] Is not the whole land before you? Let's part company. If you go to the left, I'll go to the right; if you go to the right, I'll go to the left."  … [14]The Lord said to Abram after Lot had parted from him, "Lift up your eyes from where you are and look north and south, east and west. [15] All the land that you see I will give to you and your offspring forever. [16] I will make your offspring like the dust of the earth, so that if anyone could count the dust, then your offspring could be counted. 

What lessons can be learned from the way Abram resolved his conflict with Lot?
· take care of the problem quickly

· the mature thing to do is take the lead in resolving conflict

· don’t try to throw your weight around, even if you have the authority or seniority

· God will honor your generosity, your selflessness

How do our choices in life reflect our values and character?  Distinguish between Lot’s and Abram’s actions.

	Abram
	Lot

	· generous

· peace maker

· trusted God

· attracted more to knowing God
	· did not defer to authority

· eyes only on what would benefit him

· materialistic minded

· attracted to city living


How did Abram’s method of conflict resolution affect his future?

· God made great promises

· he ended up staying away from the influences of Sodom and Gomorrah 

What promises did God make to Abram?
· look how far you can see in every direction
· all that land I will give to you and your offspring … forever!

· your offspring will be great in number – eventually nearly uncountable
(Conflict (even when peacefully resolved) can wear us down
· God tells us to lift up our eyes from the day-to-day 

· Stand on His promises

· Gaze at the whole land of blessing that is all around us and will be ours forever

4. Application
4.1 Think about new frontiers God might want you to experience
· helping out in teaching a children’s class

· joining up for a FAITH team

· becoming a small group Bible fellowship class leader

· going back to school to advance your vocational skills

4.2 Do not expect that following God’s call will guarantee that you will not experience conflicts or challenges
· recognize, prepare for the fact that as God blesses the opportunity for conflict often increases

· be assured of God’s promises during these times

4.3 Think about how your outlook on life would feel and look if you trusted and obeyed God during times of conflict
· what would this look like?

· what new opportunities would you take on?

· what things would you hold more tightly to?

· what would you let go of?
“Never go to sleep angry at each other.”
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