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Evangelizing the Lost



1. Motivate

What kinds of thoughts and feelings do you have when you encounter a large crowd of people (at a sports event, at the mall, in an airport, on the sidewalk)?
· I hope no one’s smoking

· hang on to your wallet/handbag – how many pick-pockets are in the crowd
· don’t cough on me

· hope I can make it through this mess

· where are all these people from/going to

· what’s drawing the crowd, anyway?

· what kinds of families, needs do these people represent?

· how many of them know Jesus

2. Transition

Today ( We will look at how Jesus felt about crowds that He saw and 

    How He wants us to feel about people around us

3. Bible Study

3.1 Pray for Workers

Listen for ministries that Jesus did.
Matthew 9:35-38 Jesus went through all the towns and villages, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the good news of the kingdom and healing every disease and sickness.  [36] When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.  [37] Then he said to his disciples, "The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few.  [38] Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field."  

What ministries was Jesus involved in?

· taught in their synagogues

· preached the good news of the kingdom

· healed every disease and sickness

What facts characterize the lost?

· harassed

· helpless

· like sheep without a shepherd

What kinds of situations would demonstrate those characterizations in people’s lives today?

· busy lives

· dysfunctional families

· broken relationships

· health problems

· financial worries

· dealing with aging parents

· dealing with rebellious children

· struggles with substance abuse

The passage states that Jesus “had compassion”  -- what is the difference between compassion and warm feelings?  Between compassion and sympathy?
	Warm feelings, sympathy
	Compassion

	· you like the people

· you identify with them

· you can put yourself in their place
	· you hurt with them, for them

· you are moved by their plight

· moved with emotion

· moved to act


What kind of views, opinions, feelings do we have about witnessing when we see a crowd of people?

· they probably don’t want to be bothered by my witness

· they will reject my presentation of the gospel, I hate to be rejected

· they will treat me like I treat telemarketers or people who come to my door

What did Jesus say about the opportunities to share the Good News?

( the harvest fields are white … 

( the seed of God's Word has been planted, it’s grown, it’s ready for harvest

What then, are we supposed to do about that?

· Pray to the “Lord of the Harvest”

· Pray for workers to be sent into the harvest

Consider the website http://www.imb.org/CompassionNet/ where you can find out up to date prayer needs for foreign missions … praying for workers to be sent to these harvest fields.  The North American Mission Board also has a prayer Web site, http://www.inallthingspray.org. 
3.2 Have the Right Motivation

What are some bad types of motivations that get us involved in outreach ministries?

· guilt

· fear that we must be working to satisfy God

· singles might think they would get to meet someone really neat

· to shame someone else

· peer pressure
Listen for motives that guided Paul’s ministry.
2 Cor. 5:14-15 For Christ's love compels us, because we are convinced that one died for all, and therefore all died.  [15] And he died for all, that those who live should no longer live for themselves but for him who died for them and was raised again.  

What was it that motivated Paul’s ministry
· Christ’s love

· he was convinced of the sufficiency of Christ’s death

· the need of the lost that could be met by the Gospel message

How can we gain the same attitude and motivation that Paul had?  Remember that it was Christ’s love that was the main motivation.

· learn more of Christ’s love for us
· studying and applying God's Word in our lives

· learning to walk closer and closer to God

· Asking God to give us that kind of compassion

· gain more understanding of just what Christ’s love, His death accomplished

3.3 Accept Responsibility

Listen for what Paul has to say about being reconciled.
2 Cor. 5:16-21 So from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view. Though we once regarded Christ in this way, we do so no longer.  [17] Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!  [18] All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation:  [19] that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting men's sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation.  [20] We are therefore Christ's ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ's behalf: Be reconciled to God.  [21] God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.  

How did Paul’s view of people change after conversion?
	Before Christ
	After Conversion

	· Believed Jesus was a blasphemer

· those who followed Him were heretics

· persecuted them

· his value judgments were “according to the flesh”
	· he was a “new creation”

· God changed his viewpoint

· Jesus was seen as the Messiah

· all men were seen as needing salvation

· realized his responsibility to represent Christ to them


What does it mean to be an ambassador for Christ?
· represent Christ to people

· communicate to them His love, His desire for their salvation

· point people to a personal relationship with Jesus

· witness faithfully, effectively

Someone has said that believers are the only “Jesus” that some will ever see.  What kinds of things in the life of a believer would keep others from seeing Jesus in their lives?

· anger

· intolerance

· lack of love and compassion
· selfishness

· inability to control your own life (personal habits)

· inappropriate language

· when we shade the truth, otherwise known as cheating, lying, dishonesty

What kinds of things do we need to have changed in our lives so that Jesus can be seen more clearly?
· confess, repent of sins 

· receive power of God's Spirit to live above these temptations

· Ask God to give us His love and compassion

· pray that you will be a clear “channel” through which the love of Christ can flow

3.4 Share the Good News

Listen for the “links” in the chain that are necessary for someone to call on the Lord for salvation.
Romans 10:14-15 How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? And how can they believe in the one of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without someone preaching to them?  [15] And how can they preach unless they are sent? As it is written, "How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!"  


What are the links in the chain?



Who is responsible at each stage of this sequence?

	· Believe

· Hear, listen

· Preach

· Sent

· Pray
	· the lost person

· the lost person

· Christians – includes believers in the pew, not must pastors and missionaries

· The church

· all believers


Consider what happens when a link of the chain is missing …

· the unbeliever stays in his/her sinful state

· all of us have some part in that chain

· God's part is to do the convincing/convicting

· Our part is the communicating

What does it mean to “put feet to your prayers?”

· sometimes you are the answer to your own prayers

· when you pray for someone who is lost, God may be asking you to be the one who does the communicating

· when you pray for missions, you may have an opportunity to be involved specifically in a mission activity in some support role

· when you pray for your community, you could be involved in a door-to-door witnessing campaign

· when you pray for VBS, you could participate in that outreach

4. Conclusion – Application

4.1 Don’t wait for the lost to come to the church … go and seek them where they are.

· yes, pray for laborers, but be willing to be one of those laborers

· Ask God to give you His compassion

4.2 There will be times when people question our motives for serving Christ and reaching the lost (see columnist Molly Ivan’s comments of April 22).

· The highest motive is the Christ’s love for us and our response to that love

· Christ’s love not only saves the lost (us), but it also transforms our lives

· Allow His love to transform your life each day

4.3 Accept your responsibility, your role as Christ’s ambassador

· represent Jesus to a hurting world

· Ask God to remove those things from your life that impede your effective ambassadorship

4.4 Keep the links of the chain together

· be involved in praying, sending, communicating the Gospel

· give feet to your prayers
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