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Disciplined Giving



1. Motivate

Consider some of these quotations about money:
· If all the rich people in the world divided up their money among themselves there wouldn't be enough to go around. Christina Stead (1903 - 1983), House of All Nations (1938) "Credo"

· Save a little money each month and at the end of the year you'll be surprised at how little you have. Ernest Haskins
· Money frees you from doing things you dislike. Since I dislike doing nearly everything, money is handy. Groucho Marx (1890 - 1977)
· If you can count your money, you don't have a billion dollars.   J. Paul Getty (1892 - 1976) 

· I have enough money to last me the rest of my life, unless I buy something. 
Jackie Mason (1934 - )
· The safest way to double your money is to fold it over and put it in your pocket. Kin Hubbard (1868 - 1930)
· A billion here, a billion there, pretty soon it adds up to real money. Senator Everett Dirksen (1896 - 1969)
· Money can't buy friends, but it can get you a better class of enemy.   Spike Milligan
2. Transition

Today  We will look at the discipline of giving

· We will see that the way we use our money makes a statement about our views of God

3. Bible Study

3.1 God is Owner
Listen for a reason why withholding tithes and offerings is a serious sin.
Malachi 3:6-9 (NIV)   "I the Lord do not change. So you, O descendants of Jacob, are not destroyed. [7] Ever since the time of your forefathers you have turned away from my decrees and have not kept them. Return to me, and I will return to you," says the Lord Almighty. "But you ask, 'How are we to return?' [8] "Will a man rob God? Yet you rob me. "But you ask, 'How do we rob you?' "In tithes and offerings. [9] You are under a curse--the whole nation of you--because you are robbing me. 

For what did God rebuke His people?

· turned away from God's decrees

· not kept God's decrees

· robbed God

· did not submit tithes and offerings 

What were the effects of robbing God?

· under a curse

· not yet destroyed

How is the way we use our money a thermostat for our spiritual lives?

· shows what/who is important in our lives

· how we spend it

· how we obtain it

· if we hoard it, we are selfish

· if we squander it, we are not good stewards

· demonstrates who is in charge of our lives (God or ourselves or even someone else)

· demonstrates what/who is motivating us

· demonstrates what our motives are

How is tithing a demonstration of faith?

· when a person gives God 10%, he is trusting God to make the remaining 90% sufficient

· shows our trust in God's providing enough

· demonstrates how we view the ownership of our resources

· shows that we do not depend on ourselves, we depend on God

( This is one of the motivations of our "Prove the Tithe" Sunday

Why does this kind (or any kind) of faith please God?

· that's what God tells us
· Hebrews 11:6 (NIV)   And without faith it is impossible to please God, 

· Romans 5:1-2 (NIV)   Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, [2] through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand. 

· We are confessing our own inability to please Him

· we are throwing ourselves on His grace and mercy

3.2 Tithing Is the Biblical Standard
Listen for guidelines in giving … what, where, and why.
Malachi 3:10-12 (NIV)   Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in this," says the Lord Almighty, "and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will not have room enough for it. [11] I will prevent pests from devouring your crops, and the vines in your fields will not cast their fruit," says the Lord Almighty. [12] "Then all the nations will call you blessed, for yours will be a delightful land," says the Lord Almighty. 

What were the guidelines?

· What : 

whole tithe

· Where : 
into the storehouse

· Why : 

"food in my house"

How do people sometimes try to get around these guidelines?

· tithe on what's left after bills are paid

· give somewhere else if you are upset with the church leaders

· not give because you think the church has plenty

· the "tithe" of 10% is an Old Testament principle … we are not under law any more, but under grace

Consider the biblical truths about the tithe (the tenth)

· practiced centuries before it became a law (Moses tithed to Melchizedek)

· Jesus assumed tithing … he insisted it not be a substitute for, but an expression or outgrowth of a life of faith, mercy, and justice
· Paul taught proportionate giving … one tenth is the only percentage mentioned in the Bible
What other reasons for giving did you find in this passage?
· so God will pour out much blessing

· [image: image1.wmf]God will protect your crops, your vines

· the nations will call you blessed

· you will live in a delightful land

What do you think God meant by "Test me in this"?

· God challenges our faith

· He made the promise, it's our part to claim the promise

· It is a direct challenge … almost like a money back guarantee
· He is saying you won't experience the blessing unless you give the whole tithe

( Consider the fact that sermons and SS lessons on giving are not nagging or haranguing 

· They remind you of the potential blessing available to you

· If you don't know about the promise, you might not experience God's blessing in this area 
3.3 Regular Giving Is Part of Worship
Listen for principles of Christian stewardship in the passage.
1 Cor. 16:1-4 (NIV)   Now about the collection for God's people: Do what I told the Galatian churches to do. [2] On the first day of every week, each one of you should set aside a sum of money in keeping with his income, saving it up, so that when I come no collections will have to be made. [3] Then, when I arrive, I will give letters of introduction to the men you approve and send them with your gift to Jerusalem. [4] If it seems advisable for me to go also, they will accompany me. 

What were the principles of stewardship found in this passage?
· bring the collection on the day of worship (first day of the week)

· everyone is to give (each one)

· give proportionally according to income

· administer the collection carefully (letters of introduction, Paul did not carry $)
Why did Paul want the Corinthians to give ahead of time and systematically?

· when he got there, the total amount would be ready to go to Jerusalem 

· when we give systematically, we are giving specific thought and planning to our giving

· when you make it a practice to do something on a regular basis it becomes a part of your lifestyle

· the promised blessings from Malachi also become regular and systematic!

Agree or disagree 

	Agree
	Disagree

	· it becomes part of your budget, thus is not a sacrifice

· sacrifice means beyond your normal practice

· maybe after you are used to doing it, it just doesn't seem like a sacrifice
	· a person can plan to give a sacrificial amount

· when a person first begins to give 10% it makes a significant impact on their budget

· actually 10% of your income is always a significant chunk


Paul encouraged the Corinthians to plan their giving … what negative things would happen if we only gave on impulse?
· there could be good weeks and bad weeks/months

· there would rarely be enough to meet the needs of the ministry

· our "impulses" are not dependable, either in frequency or in amount given

· the church could not plan ahead for expanded outreach or facilities

How  is our consistent giving an act of worship?

· we are declaring or affirming the true ownership of our resources

· we are declaring our faith in God's sufficiency with 90% of our total income
· when we give it joyfully, we are declaring God's worth, His worthiness
· we are investing in the Kingdom, the rule of God in people's lives

How can you make your giving more worshipful?

· as you write the check and/or place the funds in the envelope, pray a prayer of thanks giving

· pray for the people these funds will reach (foreign missions, little kids' SS classes, youth workers)

· during the taking of the offering thank God for His sufficiency, his blessings in your life  -- materially, spiritually, and so many other ways

· pray for the financial needs of missions projects around the world – pray that people's hearts will be moved to obey these commands of God's Word

4. Conclusion – Application

4.1 Withholding the tithe is robbing God
· it robs those whose needs the tithe would meet
· God owns all things … he entrusts us to be faithful stewards of what He has given us
· As God to show you how you might be robbing Him … repent … 
· Trust Him to be able to live on the 90% (before expenses)
4.2 God's people are to bring all their tithes to the Lord

· God challenged his people to put Him to the test by tithing
· God promised tithers great blessing
· If you have not yet made a commitment to tithe, take God's challenge
· See if you are not better off by tithing than not
( Make sure to participate in "Prove the Tithe" coming in March
4.3 Regular giving is a vital part of worship

· learn to worship as you give
· practice talking to God as you prepare the tithe
· talk to Him as the offering is received in the worship service
· thank Him for His sufficiency, for His blessings
· pray for the outreach of the church that these funds will accomplish … locally and around the world
Planned giving is not sacrificial giving





Again,   this is our motivation for the "Prove the Tithe" emphasis in March
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