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Disciplined Service



1. Motivate

What are some qualities that make a good server when you go to a restaurant?

· friendly, polite – but not overly gushy (“what’ll you have, sweetie?”)

· quick to see your needs

· knowledgeable about menu items

· available when you have a request

· careful when they place food down in front of you or pour your drinks

· come back quickly with something they promised they would bring

· give you the correct bill, not mess up the bill

2. Transition

Basically, a good server will put you first, ahead of their own comfort or convenience.

(Today we look at how Christ called His followers to 

· put self behind and 

· to serve one another

The lesson gives us guidelines on discipli8ning ourselves to serve Christ by serving others.
3. Bible Study

3.1 Selflessness

Listen for what the mother of James and John (Zebedee’s sons) asked for.
Matthew 20:20-24 Then the mother of Zebedee's sons came to Jesus with her sons and, kneeling down, asked a favor of him.  [21] "What is it you want?" he asked. She said, "Grant that one of these two sons of mine may sit at your right and the other at your left in your kingdom."  [22] "You don't know what you are asking," Jesus said to them. "Can you drink the cup I am going to drink?” “We can," they answered.  [23] Jesus said to them, "You will indeed drink from my cup, but to sit at my right or left is not for me to grant. These places belong to those for whom they have been prepared by my Father."  [24] When the ten heard about this, they were indignant with the two brothers.  

What did the mother’s body language communicate?

· submission

· she bowed down

So what did this mother ask for (despite her submissive posture)?
· that her sons could have places of honor in Christ’s coming kingdom

· that they be allowed to sit directly on His right and left

· note that she (and others) are probably still thinking political kingdom

How do you think the people in this account viewed themselves?

	the Mother
	the Sons
	the Disciples

	· wanted best for sons

· willing to push for what she wanted

· not shy about asking
	· wanted place of honor (maybe put Mom up to it)

· thought they were the greatest
	· offended at the request

· saw themselves just as deserving of honor


How would the actions of each person have differed if selflessness had been their motivator, rather than selfishness?
	the Mother
	the Sons
	the Disciples

	· what can I do for you, Jesus

· how can my boys help you
	· what service can we render

· let these others go ahead of us

· who needs our help
	· we are grateful for the opportunity to serve

· how can we help you

· let others go ahead


What are ways in which we sometimes try to disguise the selfish ambition in our hearts?

· volunteer for a committee, then work to get a controlling position

· when we “butter people up” to get in good with them
· when we offer to do something for someone in anticipation of getting some favor back

· “I’ll do this for you, but you owe me a big one.”

· you scratch my back, I’ll scratch yours

· we try to be nice to someone hoping to get in their good graces

· in a dating situation, one might act sweet and nice, hoping to get liked in return or even expect certain romantic favors in response

In what ways do people seek recognition in our society, our culture, even in churches?

· gain influence in business

· sports achievements

· political clout

· entertainment fame

· power within a church administration

· to be the best singer/musician, an oft chosen soloist

What, then are the good and bad aspects of recognizing Christians for service?

	Recognition is Good
	Recognition is Bad

	· honors hard work

· shows our appreciation

· we share our joy
· if done right, gives glory to God, not self

· competition motivates excellence
	· gives glory to someone other than Christ
· can cause jealousy, hurt feelings

· if done in competition, may foster wrong attitudes


3.2 Christlikeness

Listen for what Jesus said about how people become great.
Matthew 20:25-28  Jesus called them together and said, "You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials exercise authority over them.  [26] Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant,  [27] and whoever wants to be first must be your slave--  [28] just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many."  

What did Jesus say about how secular rulers view greatness?
· lording it over other people

· exercising authority over others

· to be the one in charge, telling other people what they must do

Why is this approach so tempting or attractive?

· we like to control others

· we like to have people do for us

· we hunger for power, for the authority to make people do what we want
· it’s not fun being on the other end, doing someone else’s dirty work

( note that this is how James, John, and their mother were thinking … 

greatness = authority

What then did He say about how believers become great (in contrast to secular thought)?
· not by exercising authority

· instead by being a slave

· instead to act like Jesus who came not to be served
· to serve others

· to give of their lives for others

What excuses do people give for avoiding Christlike service, giving of self for others?
· no time

· no ability

· no opportunities

· too busy with other responsibilities

In most cases, the reason is the “cost factor” … it cost Jesus His life!

· we are unwilling to give of ourselves – maybe even lazy – maybe scared

· we are unwilling to relinquish control of our lives to Christ

· I want to run my own show, pamper my own self
3.3 Genuineness

Some years ago, a soft drink commercial began claiming it’s brand was “the real thing”

What do you think that phrase was meant to convey?

· it’s the original

· it’s not a substitute, not an imitation, not a fake

· by implication, it is better – the best.

What are some substitutes that are offered for the real article?

· imitation leather

· faux fur

· counter top products like Corian which are like stone, Formica a substitute for wood 

· man made snow on ski slopes

Why do people buy, use such products?

· some are almost as good

· usually they are cheaper and result in similar effect

Acts of service can be performed with either sincerity or pretentiousness … 

( God calls believers to a sincere love that goes beyond pretense and politeness
Listen for ways in which Paul instructed believers to serve genuineness.
Romans 12:9-13 Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good.  [10] Be devoted to one another in brotherly love. Honor one another above yourselves.  [11] Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord.  [12] Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer.  [13] Share with God's people who are in need. Practice hospitality.  

List ways in which we can demonstrate genuineness.
· sincere love

· hate evil, cling to what is good

· devoted to one another

· honor others above self

· spiritual fervor, zeal in service

· joyful in hope

· patient in affliction

· faithful in prayer

· share with those in need

· practice hospitality

Which of these do you think are the rarest in our society?

· patience

· faithfulness in prayer

· honor others above self

How can we make these more prevalent in our lives?
· close walk with God

· applying God's Word, obeying God's commands

4. Conclusion – Application

4.1 Greatness is a matter of humble character and service

· it is not related to one’s position or power over others

· God calls us to selflessness, not selfishness

· Remember that God's standard is different from the world’s

4.2 Remember that even though Jesus was actually God, come to us in human form …

· He came to serve, not to be served

· the discipline of service is a spiritual exercise for becoming more like Jesus

4.3 Evaluate how genuinely you serve others

· Ask God to develop within you those qualities we listed from Romans 12

· Ask God to help you maintain consistency in your daily Christian walk

· Be daily in God's Word – you can only obey it when you know what it says!
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