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Desiring Deliverance

1. Motivate


Share an event in your life that was such wonderful news that you could not wait to share it with someone.
· lead someone to the Lord

· expecting a baby

· bought a new car

· won the big game

· new grandbaby is expected

· got engaged

· caught a really big fish

· got a big raise, a promotion

· won the lottery!

2. Transition

Today we learn about a man who was really excited about what happened to him and shared it with lots of people
3. Bible Study

3.1 Realize Evil Can Control People
In what ways do we see evil manifested in our world today?

· people addicted to drugs

· spread of pornography

· drive by shootings, other kinds of assaults

· terrorism threatens us

· physical and emotional abuse within families

· violence in entertainment (TV, movies, video games, internet)

Why are people attracted to these things that are easily recognizable as evil?

· thrills

· desire for satisfactions of various kinds

· influence of Satan – deceiving people 

Listen for how evil was manifested in the life of a man before he met Jesus.
Mark 5:1-7 (NIV)  They went across the lake to the region of the Gerasenes. [2] When Jesus got out of the boat, a man with an evil spirit came from the tombs to meet him. [3] This man lived in the tombs, and no one could bind him any more, not even with a chain. [4] For he had often been chained hand and foot, but he tore the chains apart and broke the irons on his feet. No one was strong enough to subdue him. [5] Night and day among the tombs and in the hills he would cry out and cut himself with stones.     [6] When he saw Jesus from a distance, he ran and fell on his knees in front of him. [7] He shouted at the top of his voice, "What do you want with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? Swear to God that you won't torture me!" 
What was this man’s life like before he met Jesus?

· lived in tombs

· no one could bind him, even with a chain

· demonstrated super human strength to break chains

· he cried out all the time

· he cut himself with stones

What would be other effects of evil in people’s lives today that might not be observable but be just as real?
· people with phobias, overcome with worry, panic

· other kinds of addiction such as anorexia

· people who are abused family members often grow up to do the same to their children

· people are unable to overcome these things once they get hold of their lives

· family members of people who are controlled by evil are impacted significantly – they are said to be “co-dependant”

Note that “Legion” caused the man to act in self destructive ways.  How might Satan try to make us harm ourselves?

· substance abuse (tobacco, alcohol, over eating)

· people who cheat on their marriages will do harm to both themselves and their families

· when we live with hate and bitterness it can harm both physical and emotional health

( In today’s world evil can still control people’s lives … it may or may not be by direct influence of evil spirits (which are very real)

( Believers cannot be possessed by evil spirits … God’s Holy Spirit lives within them, indwells them

( Believers can be influenced by Satan and his demons through a variety of means

· what we choose to fill our minds with

· people we associate with

· places we go

· activities we participate in

God has overcome Satan and will do so in people’s lives …
3.2 Believe Jesus Can Overcome Evil
Listen for a seemingly curious way that Jesus rid the man of his demon control.
Mark 5:8-13 (NIV)   For Jesus had said to him, "Come out of this man, you evil spirit!"     [9] Then Jesus asked him, "What is your name?"    "My name is Legion," he replied, "for we are many." [10] And he begged Jesus again and again not to send them out of the area.  [11] A large herd of pigs was feeding on the nearby hillside. [12] The demons begged Jesus, "Send us among the pigs; allow us to go into them." [13] He gave them permission, and the evil spirits came out and went into the pigs. The herd, about two thousand in number, rushed down the steep bank into the lake and were drowned. 

What did the evil spirit within the man say?
· First asked Jesus not to torment him

· said his/their name was “Legion” signifying presence of many spirits

· asked Jesus not to send them away

· wanted to go into the pigs

What things in this scene would have been repulsive to the Jews?
· the swine

· the graveyard (dead things are unclean)

· the man who dwelt there

· the presence of the evil spirit

· actually, this was a Gentile region (as evidenced by the presence of herds of pigs)

So, why do you think Jesus came here?

· very possibly to minister specifically to this man

· to demonstrate His power and authority to the Disciples (the demons within the man recognized Him as the Son of God)

· it was also a demonstration of power to Gentiles

· to leave a witness among the Gentiles

Why do you think Jesus allowed the many evil spirits to go into the pigs?

· an observable demonstration of His power

· better that they go somewhere specific than just be gone

· was observable proof to the man of his deliverance

· he would see them actually controlling and destroying the pigs

· a demonstration of the destructive inclination and power of the evil spirits

What if we could see the spirit world and its activities with our physical eyes?  How might that change our views of the impact of evil in our lives?

· make us more careful of the things we looked at

· make us more choosy concerning the entertainment we decide to enjoy

· make us more dependant on God for protection and empowering

· cause us to pray more – 
· for ourselves, 
· for our pastors, 
· for Christian workers around the world


3.3 Be a Living Witness of Jesus’ Power
Listen for evidences of changes in the life of the delivered man.
Mark 5:18-20 (NIV)As Jesus was getting into the boat, the man who had been demon-possessed begged to go with him. [19] Jesus did not let him, but said, "Go home to your family and tell them how much the Lord has done for you, and how he has had mercy on you." [20] So the man went away and began to tell in the Decapolis how much Jesus had done for him. And all the people were amazed. 

Why do you think the man wanted to go with Jesus?
· he knew Jesus had power that was greater and that Jesus loved him

· he wanted to follow Jesus and experience more of what Jesus could do in his life

· he might have wanted to serve Jesus in gratitude for the miracle done in his life

Why did Jesus not want him to come along with them?

· Jesus had a more important task for him

· Jesus wanted him to go home to his family

· Tell them how much the Lord has done for you

· Tell them He has had mercy on you

What range of responses did the people of that region have to Jesus’ actions and then the man’s testimony?

· wanted Jesus to leave

· they were more concerned about the loss of the livestock than the fact that the man had received the healing he so desperately needed
· they were generally amazed at what had happened

How do you think the man was so effective in communicating what God had done, even though he had no training?

· it was first hand experience 

· he could relate exactly what had happened because it had happened to him
· they had known his former condition, now they could see him acting rationally and communicating coherently

· the effectiveness was due to the obvious contrast of his former and current condition

How important then are corporate worship, Bible study, prayer and discipleship training for spiritual development?

· the experience of that initial encounter with Jesus can only go so far

· God wants to bring us to even closer relationship and walk with Him

· we need a larger base of God’s Truth upon which to base our ongoing lives

· there will be further experiences in one’s life where you need God’s wisdom

· we need the interactive help and support of the Body of Christ, the church
4. Application
4.1 Pray for friends or loved ones who seem to be addicted to evil

· Pray for their deliverance

· Claim Jesus power in your own life to help you overcome evil in any form

4.2 Be aware of the influence and promotion of evil in subtle ways

· advertisements

· entertainment (movies, even TV sitcoms) 

· reading material

· web sites

· computer games your children, grandchildren want to play

· claim God’s wisdom in rejecting these influences

4.3 Pray for missionaries in countries where Satan is worshiped in a variety of ways

· protection of the missionaries

· protection of national believers

· claim the promise that the gates of Hell will not prevail against the preaching of the Gospel

· claim the spiritual armor for believers and missionaries (helmet of salvation, body armor of righteousness, belt of Truth, sword of the Spirit, shoes of the Gospel, shield of faith)

Note to teachers about this subject:  C.S. Lewis stated that there are two errors we commonly fall into concerning the subject of evil spirits.


1. The first is to disbelieve in their existence


2. The second is to feel an excessive and unhealthy interest in them





My theology professor would spend extra time in prayer when he approached lectures on this topic. We need to face this lesson with a sense of seriousness and special dependence on God’s power to reveal and apply His Truth.














In a recent weekly email of prayer requests from a mission organization, a missionary in Africa reported that their night time security guards were actually seeing the presence of evil spirits around the mission compound and were very afraid.









5

