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Committing to Life



1. Motivate

What kinds of problems do you think the world will be facing 50 years from now?

· world wide famine

· wars and rumors of wars

· global warming/cooling

· not enough/ too much water

· terrorism

· racism / nationalism

· too many liberal politicians/media personnel

· country music

· nuclear fallout

· the Cowboys will still be losing

· lack of fossil fuels

· none … Christ will have returned!

2. Transition

Consider … just who is in charge of your future?

( In today’s lesson we want to confirm God's plan to provide a hope-filled future for Old Testament Bible character, Noah … and … for us!


3. Bible Study

3.1 New Start; Clear Accountability

Some of you open your Bibles to Gen. 1:28-30.  Listen for similarities and differences in that passage and the passage I will read from 9:1 – 6.

Genesis 9:1-6 Then God blessed Noah and his sons, saying to them, "Be fruitful and increase in number and fill the earth.  [2] The fear and dread of you will fall upon all the beasts of the earth and all the birds of the air, upon every creature that moves along the ground, and upon all the fish of the sea; they are given into your hands.  [3] Everything that lives and moves will be food for you. Just as I gave you the green plants, I now give you everything.  [4] "But you must not eat meat that has its lifeblood still in it.  [5] And for your lifeblood I will surely demand an accounting. I will demand an accounting from every animal. And from each man, too, I will demand an accounting for the life of his fellow man.  [6]  "Whoever sheds the blood of man,  by man shall his blood be shed;     for in the image of God  has God made man.

Compare, contrast to 1:28-30

	Similarities
	Differences

	· be fruitful

· increase

· fill the earth
	· subdue & rule over

· vs. fear and dread of humans by animals

· plants for food vs. all living things


What is the significance of the repeating of the similarities?

· Noah and his family were starting over

· God was giving human beings a new start

· God wanted a population that would desire to know Him and serve Him

What are some synonyms for accountability?

· answerability

· responsibility

· liability

In what sense did God make Noah and his sons accountable?

· “for your lifeblood”

· for each man for the life of his fellow man

· Whoever sheds the blood of man,  by man shall his blood be shed

· they were also accountable for obeying God's commands, instructions

( Basically we see the accountability for one another’s life

( God is placing a high value on life itself 

· in some parts of the world and at some times in history life is cheap

· God is taking a definite stand against this

What are positive outcomes that result from being accountable to God and to others?

· peace with God

· peace with one another

· we all benefit from the help, encouragement with others

· we have someone who is interested in our well being

· we have the assurance that we are not facing things alone

3.2 Commitment to Preserve Life

Listen for the details concerning a covenant established in this passage.

Genesis 9:8-11 Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him:  [9] "I now establish my covenant with you and with your descendants after you  [10] and with every living creature that was with you--the birds, the livestock and all the wild animals, all those that came out of the ark with you--every living creature on earth.  [11] I establish my covenant with you: Never again will all life be cut off by the waters of a flood; never again will there be a flood to destroy the earth."  

Describe the covenant mentioned here.

· established by God, with Noah and descendants (includes us)

· made as a commitment to all living things

· a promise by God to never again destroy all life by a flood

· will never again be a flood to destroy the whole earth

What characteristics or attributes about God do we see demonstrated in the covenant?

· love

· forgiveness

· sovereignty

· power and authority

· grace

How is God's promise related to His desire to redeem us?

· He no longer wanted to respond in global judgment

· He chose to take the judgment of sin upon Himself, in the person of Jesus

What impact does this covenant have on our lives today?

· still applies

· means that God will not destroy all life by a flood
· God will not purpose to act in world wide judgment in the same way

· God's judgment has now been executed (in Jesus’ substitutionary death)

· God has promised and God has acted to provide an opportunity for life, 
eternal life … for all men
In what ways does this covenant offer hope for us today and in the future?

· total world destruction is not God's way of dealing with sin at this time

· God has been/always will be in control of the total world scene

· He can act or choose not to act 

· what men do does not limit what He chooses to do

· God values human life … He has chosen to deal with our sin by offering us an escape from His judgment

How can we show that we value human life like God does?

· ministries to those whose value of life is suffering

· practical help for the homeless

· reaching out to provide spiritual life to those who are without

· involvement in both local and world wide missionary outreach

· prayer and support for those who are tempted to terminate pregnancies

3.3 Sign of Remembrance

What kinds of signs do we encounter every day that are recognizable to everyone.

· traffic signs

· weather phenomena (red sky at night, no dew in AM, etc.)

· signs used by various companies (McDonalds golden arches, car emblems, logos)

Listen for the details of the sign that God established.

Genesis 9:12-17 And God said, "This is the sign of the covenant I am making between me and you and every living creature with you, a covenant for all generations to come:  [13] I have set my rainbow in the clouds, and it will be the sign of the covenant between me and the earth.  [14] Whenever I bring clouds over the earth and the rainbow appears in the clouds,  [15] I will remember my covenant between me and you and all living creatures of every kind. Never again will the waters become a flood to destroy all life.  [16] Whenever the rainbow appears in the clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting covenant between God and all living creatures of every kind on the earth."  [17] So God said to Noah, "This is the sign of the covenant I have established between me and all life on the earth."  

What visual reminders do you have or use to remind you of special events in your family’s life?

· pictures on the refrigerator

· trophies and ribbons kids won in competition

· a craft item you kids made at camp or in school

· a piece of jewelry that belonged to a parent or grandparent

· the “wallpaper” on your computer – a picture of some place you were together

According to this passage, what was the visual reminder of the rainbow meant to communicate?

· reminder to humans of God's determination to not judge in the same way

· reminder to God (!!?)

· each new appearance is an affirmation of God's promise

· an eternal reminder, an ongoing reminder

· reminds us of God's promise, God's covenant

Why do you think God wanted to give a sign to help Noah remember his covenant with God?

· we easily forget

· succeeding generations need instructive reminders

· some of us learn and remember better visually

· there may be some significance to the shape – a bow (as a weapon) without any arrows – God has “hung up” his “weapon”

· Note that such a sign points to God, the author and creator of the sign

God made this covenant with Noah and with all peoples in ages to come.  What implications does it have for you in your daily life?

· reminder of God's love

· reminder of God's sovereignty

· God is still at work in the world today

· God's power is demonstrated in His creation and in His sustaining of the world

· God is in control when world events seem out of control

What signs exist in your life that point to your relationship with God?

· daily Bible reading

· regular church attendance

· talk to Him daily in prayer

· talk about Him to others

· fruit of the Spirit

4. Conclusion – Application

4.1  Who among us is struggling with feelings of hopelessness?

· people who have lost a loved one

· people who are struggling with health issues

· people that have encountered tragic situations

( Remembering the covenant of hope established with Noah, how could we as a class offer support in each of these kinds of situations?  What can be done to encourage these folks – what “signs” can we give them?

4.2 Consider your own situation – do you have a difficult time finding hope for the future, for your kids, grandkids?

( Today’s study reveals 

· the value God places on life

· the hope for the future

Do you need to make changes in your thoughts and attitudes and actions this week?

Genesis 1:28-30 


  God blessed them and said to them, "Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and over every living creature that moves on the ground."  [29]   Then God said, "I give you every seed-bearing plant on the face of the whole earth and every tree that has fruit with seed in it. They will be yours for food.  [30] And to all the beasts of the earth and all the birds of the air and all the creatures that move on the ground--everything that has the breath of life in it--I give every green plant for food." And it was so.  
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