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Breakthrough in Justice

1. Motivate

What was a situation in your childhood when you thought you hadn’t been treated fairly?
· someone else got a nicer gift

· you got blamed for something done by a sibling

· you always got the hand-me-downs or what was left over

· other kids in the neighborhood got to stay up later and watch a favorite TV program

· your birthday was close to Christmas and your “take” for the year was about half that of kids whose birthday was some other time
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2. Transition

Consider possible responses to 
unfairness and serious injustice

( Today we look at how God wants us to respond.

3. Bible Study

3.1 Seek Refuge in God
Listen for two groups of three cries to God
Psalm 7:1-2 (NIV) A shiggaion of David, which he sang to the Lord concerning Cush, a Benjamite. 
O Lord my God, I take refuge in you; save and deliver me from all who pursue me, [2] or they will tear me like a lion and rip me to pieces with no one to rescue me.  

What three requests for protection does David make to God?
· I take refuge in you

· save me

· deliver me from pursuers

What three threats does he feel?

· they will tear me like a lion

· they will rip me to pieces

· no one will rescue to me

What kinds of threats have you felt in your life (no names, just situations)?

· loss of a job

· failure in an academic situation

· loss of a friend

· loss of life in a physical crisis

· large financial crisis

David sought refuge from God … why is this often the best path?

· God can do something about it, you may not be able to

· when you handle a threat yourself, you may have the wrong motives

· it helps us examine ourselves to see if our suffering is truly unjust vs. the result of our own foolishness
· well-intentioned friends may give misleading advice

What steps should we take to find refuge in God?
· do like David, talk to God

· tell God your problems, be specific

· tell God of your expectations for His sufficiency

· tell Him you trust Him to take care of the situation in His time, in His way

· praise Him for His faithfulness, His power, His authority, His love


Agree or disagree?  (  

	Agree
	Disagree

	· when we trust Him, He will act

· He can change the situation to meet our need

· He is sufficient for the need
	· our request might be wrong

· we can request with the wrong motives

· He will act in a way that is better than what we might be asking for


How does trusting and depending on God change our perspective of problems we face?
· we see God’s power as sufficient and our own as severely ineffective

· we can sometimes see God’s hand at work, accomplishing good things in a bad situation

· we take our eyes off the problem and put our focus on God (just the opposite of Peter when he was walking on the water … when he looked at the waves and not at Jesus)
3.2 Evaluate Your Actions
Computer languages have  if-then   statements.   Listen for such statements in this passage.
Psalm 7:3-5 (NIV)   O Lord my God, if I have done this  and there is guilt on my hands--   [4] if I have done evil to him who is at peace with me  or without cause have robbed my foe--   [5] then let my enemy pursue and overtake me;  let him trample my life to the ground  and make me sleep in the dust.  

What if conditions does David specify?

· if I have done this and there is guilt …

· if I have done evil to him at peace …

· if I have without cause robbed my foe …

What does judgment does David declare upon himself if he is guilty?

· let my enemy pursue and overtake me

· let him trample my life into the ground

· make me sleep in the dust

David is evaluating himself … why is this important  in knowing how to respond to injustice?

· you shouldn’t blame only someone else if you might be sharing in the cause of the problem

· you might need to be “taking the log out of your own eye” before dealing with your neighbor’s “speck”

What kinds of things can we do so we don’t have to be worrying about “proving” our innocence?

· as best you can, act in such a way so that there will not be any question of being guilty of wrong doing

· avoid all appearance of evil (“if it’s doubtful, it’s dirty”)

· be quick to apologize, to seek forgiveness … even when blame might equally go either way

· be quick to offer forgiveness, not holding on to a grudge or to anger

· by living a consistent, Christ-like lifestyle

How might our own personal inaction contribute to someone else’s injustice?

· we might be able to help them, but if we ignore the issue, we contribute to the problem
· God calls us to take up for defenseless people (widows, orphans are specifically mentioned)

· look at what happened in Europe when defenseless peoples were hauled off to concentration camps … most people around them did nothing 
(although some countries refused to surrender their Jewish populations)

· the problem, the injustice persists if good people do nothing
3.3 Call for God’s Justice
Listen for how God is spoken of both as a judge and a warrior.
Psalm 7:6-11 (NIV) Arise, O Lord, in your anger; rise up against the rage of my enemies. Awake, my God; decree justice. [7] Let the assembled peoples gather around you. Rule over them from on high; [8] let the Lord judge the peoples. Judge me, O Lord, according to my righteousness, according to my integrity, O Most High. [9] O righteous God, who searches minds and hearts, bring to an end the violence of the wicked and make the righteous secure. [10] My shield is God Most High, who saves the upright in heart. [11] God is a righteous judge, a God who expresses his wrath every day. 
What qualities of God are listed that make Him a good judge.
· He rules from on high

· He searches minds and hearts

· He is a shield

· He saves the upright in heart

· He is righteous

· He can (and will) express wrath against injustice

What, then, is the difference between God’s judging the people and our judging one another?
· God always makes the right decision, we are not always right (just)

· God has knowledge of motives, attitudes working in the background that we do not

· God is not influenced by how important someone is (or isn’t)

· We often pass judgment with a subjective attitude of revenge, God can remain objective

Which type of security do the righteous need more – protection from evil acts of injustice or inner strength to endure?  Why?

	Protection from evil injustices
	Inner strength to endure

	· the world is so full of evil

· little children should not have to endure some types of suffering

· abortion victims cannot “endure”
	· life is not always fair, we must go on living despite injustice

· endurance demonstrates God’s strength

· God’s justice does not work according to  our personal time tables


( We need both God’s protection and His empowering presence to endure.
3.4 Rely on God to Respond with Righteousness
Listen for words and phrases which describe God’s response against injustice.

Psalm 7:12-17 (NIV) If he does not relent, he will sharpen his sword; he will bend and string his bow. [13] He has prepared his deadly weapons; he makes ready his flaming arrows. [14] He who is pregnant with evil and conceives trouble gives birth to disillusionment. [15] He who digs a hole and scoops it out falls into the pit he has made. [16] The trouble he causes recoils on himself; his violence comes down on his own head. [17] I will give thanks to the Lord because of his righteousness and will sing praise to the name of the Lord Most High. 
According to this passage, what is God doing to prepare to deal with those who spread injustice?

· God is sharpening His sword

· He is preparing is bow

· He has prepared deadly weapons

· He makes ready flaming arrows

What is David doing in response to God’s anticipated action?

· I will give thanks

· I will note God’s righteousness/justice

· I will sing praise to the name of the Lord Most High

David is thanking and praising God before he actually experiences deliverance from his enemy.  Why is this significant?  What does it tell us?

· David is a man of faith

· He can thank God for what he knows God will do

· God is already righteous, just, powerful loving

· He deserves our thanks and praise anyway, totally separate from the issue bothering us right now

We can become so focused and obsessed with the issue of injustice that we forget about who God is and what He is doing in this world.
When you are in close communication with God, there will also be times when His Spirit will direct and empower you to be His instrument for righting a wrong confronting you. 
4. Application
4.1 God will bring ultimate justice in this world … this is good news.
· praise and thank God for His power, His authority, His love

· pray for situations of injustice and unfairness in your life

· trust Him to work out problems over which you have no control
4.2 God also wants to use believers as His instruments, His agents of righteousness and justice
· look for ways to advance the cause of justice in our society

· consider volunteering at a homeless shelter

· reach out to underprivileged people in your neighborhoods

· look into the need for volunteer tutors for struggling students in local schools

4.3 Do you find yourself in a conflict or difficult situation involving other parties?
· lay yourself open before God

· seek His justice in your own life

· be ready to be a minister of reconciliation

Response�
Implication�
�
I have no recourse�
Victim mindset�
�
I will seek justice on my own terms�
Can result in vengeance mentality�
�






God rewards our trust and dependence on Him by acting according to our requests
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