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Be Reconciled

1. Motivate

Definition: A feud is a long-running argument or fight between parties—often groups of people, especially families or clans. Feuds tend to begin because one party (correctly or incorrectly) perceives itself to have been attacked, insulted or wronged by another. A long-running cycle of retaliation, often involving the original parties' family members and/or associates, then ensues. Feuds can last for generations.
What real or fictional feuds can you think of?

· Hatfields and McCoys

· feuds between Mafia families

· the families of Romeo and Juliet

· feuds between professional wrestlers

· feuds between people in soap operas

· in West Side Story, the Jets and the Sharks

2. Transition

Feuds can result when reconciliation in conflict does not take place … worst case scenario in some of these feud situations is death.
· at least the death of a relationship

· at worst physical death

( Today we look at pursuing genuine reconciliation in a conflict situation.
3. Bible Study

3.1 Be Ready to Restore
Listen for evidence of the fear of a possible feud.
Genesis 50:15-21 (NIV)   When Joseph's brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, "What if Joseph holds a grudge against us and pays us back for all the wrongs we did to him?" [16] So they sent word to Joseph, saying, "Your father left these instructions before he died: [17] 'This is what you are to say to Joseph: I ask you to forgive your brothers the sins and the wrongs they committed in treating you so badly.' Now please forgive the sins of the servants of the God of your father." When their message came to him, Joseph wept.  [18] His brothers then came and threw themselves down before him. "We are your slaves," they said.  [19] But Joseph said to them, "Don't be afraid. Am I in the place of God? [20] You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many lives. [21] So then, don't be afraid. I will provide for you and your children." And he reassured them and spoke kindly to them.  

What were Joseph’s brothers afraid of?

· after their father was dead

· Joseph might still hold a grudge

· he would pay them back for all the wrongs they did to him

What message did they send to Joseph after Israel had died?

· dad left these instructions

· he asked you to forgive your brothers for their sins, wrongs, bad treatment

What was Joseph’s response?

· he wept

· he told them not to be afraid

· he would not act as God and judge

· he pointed out that they had meant it for bad, but God accomplished good from it, the rescue of their family 

· I will provide for you and your families

Joseph had previously given them similar reassurance.  Why was it hard for them to believe that he had truly forgiven them?

· they had done some really bad things to him

· they feared he still harbored anger, withheld only for the sake of their dad

· he had the power (a ruler of Egypt) to destroy them

It is often hard to offer forgiveness.  Why is it sometimes hard for us to accept forgiveness from others?

· we know our own attitudes when we wronged them

· we know we don’t deserve forgiveness

· we are afraid they might not mean it

· we know how we would feel if the situations were reversed and our own tendency hold on to the grudge, to not forgive

Joseph acknowledged their egregious  treatment those many years ago.  Why is it better to do that than to minimize it, to say “oh it was nothing”?

· in reality, at the time, it was something … you were deeply offended, hurt, wronged

· it lessens the significance of their apology

· it lessens the importance of the forgiveness you offer
· if you make light of the offence, you don’t have much to forgive

· it might make the person asking forgiveness wonder if you really did forgive the deep wrong they caused

Joseph had forgiven his brothers long ago.  What is the danger of holding on to offenses over a long period of time?
· they fester, like an infected wound

· in your feelings and mind, the offense grows in significance

· the original offense grows to many more real or imagined wrongs against you

· you harbor the anger and bitterness

· it affects your attitudes and relationships with others

· it certainly affects your spiritual well being … Scripture talks about forgiving others as Christ forgave you

Joseph saw God’s hand at work, despite his brothers’ ill treatment.  How can we see God’s  role in adversity or unfair treatment in our lives?

· God does not cause the adversity

· God can use the situation to teach us dependence on Him

· God can use bad things that happen to us to accomplish good things

3.2 Make Reconciliation a Priority
Listen for how Jesus emphasized the priority of reconciliation.
Matthew 5:23-24 (NIV)  "Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your brother has something against you, [24] leave your gift there in front of the altar. First go and be reconciled to your brother; then come and offer your gift. 

Jesus talks about “offering your gift at the altar.”  What modern day equivalent might that imply?

· attending a worship service

· sitting down to have your daily quiet time

· participating in worship, leading in worship

What sequence of events should interrupt our worship?
· you remember someone has something against you … you have offended them

· before you proceed go and make it right

· get reconciled

· then proceed with worship

Why is it necessary to get things right with people before we come to worship God?
· worship is the declaration of God’s worth, the adoration of His power, authority, love

· God is holy, righteous, totally separate from any sin or evil

· if we have sinned against someone, this is an impediment in any kind of relationship between us and God

· If guilty of an offense against someone, God cannot hear anything except our confession, repentance, and request to be forgiven
· it is hypocrisy to praise God and at the same time be guilty of offending a brother – those two things cannot exist together, they are mutually exclusive

· conflict between believers prevents genuine worship

Why do you think mere admittance of wrong falls short of full reconciliation?

· you might admit it was wrong, but not regret doing it

· actually that says that on some level, you thought it was right

· we must also ask forgiveness

· intent to repent of (turn away from) that kind of treatment must also be present

What should a person do when confession of the offense is made, forgiveness is sought, but it is not given … the other person refuses to forgive … what should you do?

· you cannot force forgiveness

· you can only request it

· you need to continue in your promise to repent from that kind of treatment

· you need to pray for the person – only God can convict/convince them to change
· in future encounters, you act in kindness and love, despite their refusal to forgive

3.3 Forgiving Completely
Listen to what Paul has to say about forgiving one another.
Col. 3:12-15 (NIV)  Therefore, as God's chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. [13] Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. [14] And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity. [15] Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to peace. And be thankful. 

Paul speaks of spiritual attributes like clothing … with what spiritual attributes are we to clothe ourselves?
· compassion

· kindness

· humility

   note the similarities, the overlap with the Fruit of the Spirit

· gentleness

· patience

· love

What instructions does he give about forgiveness?
· bear with each other

· forgive whatever grievances you may have against one another

· forgive the same way God has forgiven you

When Paul says “let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts” he uses a term similar to the rule of an umpire or referee in a sports competition.   What kinds of rulings does an umpire or referee make?

· strike or ball

· in bounds or out of bounds

· safe or out

· foul or no foul

· legal or illegal action

How would this apply to the “peace of Christ” making the calls, making the rulings in our relationship with others?
· Christ has forgiven us
· His Holy Spirit guides our decisions to forgive others

· where humanly we are not inclined to forgive, God would make the ruling that we will forgive

· we need to surrender to that absolute authority of God’s Spirit within us

Paul says, “and be thankful”… consider what this has to do with forgiveness and reconciliation?

· we should be so thankful of God’s forgiveness of us that we have no problem forgiving someone

· our offense against God is far greater than someone else’s offense against us

· also, an attitude of thankfulness is not always looking for ways to be offended

4. Application
4.1 Reconciliation often requires a face-to-face encounter between parties in conflict

· if you have wronged someone, ask God for the courage to go and ask forgiveness

· even if the blame is equal on both sides, take the initiative

· be ready to accept the blame, to ask forgiveness … don’t do this for the purpose of getting them to also asking forgiveness of you … that is God’s task, not yours

4.2 Consider the fact that maybe worship seems flat or tasteless is because you need to seek forgiveness

· when you pursue forgiveness, you have done the right thing

· even if forgiveness is not given, you have done the right thing

· worship can now be meaningful and communication is open between you and God in the worship context

4.3 As a Christian, you must forgive others as Christ has forgiven you

· ask God to manifest in you the Fruit of the Spirit

· ask Him to “put them on you” like clothes

· thank God daily that He has forgiven you

· look for things to thank God for instead of things to be offended over

Basically the team of referees have absolute authority … cannot be overturned.
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