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Baptism



1. Motivate

What are some confusing issues about baptism in the religious world today?
· difference of opinion on the mode of baptism

· sprinkle, pour, immerse

· who should be baptized ?

· for church membership, children at confirmation, infants, believer’s baptism

· what is the purpose of baptism – salvation, testimony, etc.
· what if you were baptized in a different denomination?

· why was Jesus baptized?

· what was John’s baptism?

· what is the “baptism of the Spirit?”

2. Transition

Today 
( we look at how baptism is an act both of faith and obedience


( we look at deeper spiritual implications of how the term is used in Scripture
3. Bible Study

3.1 An Act of Obedience
Listen for a verse that causes confusion about the purpose of baptism.
Acts 2:36-41 "Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ."  [37] When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, "Brothers, what shall we do?"  [38] Peter replied, "Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  [39] The promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off--for all whom the Lord our God will call."  [40] With many other words he warned them; and he pleaded with them, "Save yourselves from this corrupt generation."  [41] Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand were added to their number that day.  

What specifically cause the people to be “cut to the heart”?
· God made this Jesus

· You crucified Him

· God made Him to be both Lord and Messiah

What did Peter say they must do when they asked?

· repent

· be baptized in the Name of Jesus Christ

· be baptized to show the reality of (for) the forgiveness of your sins

· receive the gift of the Holy Spirit

· save yourselves from this corrupt generation

Why does repentance follow forgiveness?

· it is a prerequisite for forgiveness

· it cannot go the other way around

Notice that this is the only place where baptism and forgiveness are mentioned together.
· it is repentance,  confession, and faith that are necessary for forgiveness

· baptism is an act of obedience which demonstrates faith

· baptism is a physical act that demonstrates a spiritual reality

Why might a person in a primitive and idol worshiping culture find significant meaning in obeying Christ’s command to be baptized?
· shows a distinctive and definite step away from heathen worship to Christianity

· demonstrates outwardly to everyone the spiritual choice of repentance and faith in Christ

· it is an act that is decidedly different from cultural practice

· it is not done for social acceptance or just because it is something many people in the culture do

( Note that we should take careful thought about baptism and it’s meaning in the same way that new believers in a heathen culture might do

3.2 A Symbol of Death
Listen for the meaning of the word baptism in this passage.
Romans 6:1-3 What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase?  [2] By no means! We died to sin; how can we live in it any longer?  [3] Or don't you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death?  

How had some people twisted the meaning of God's grace (unmerited favor)?
· God's grace was demonstrated because of our sinfulness

· some extrapolated that incorrectly that if we sinned more, we’d experience even more of God's grace

· Paul declared this to be hogwash

So how did Paul use the word “baptize” in this passage?

· the word baptism means to be immersed

· if we are baptized into Christ’s death, we are placed in or immersed in His experience of death

· one implication of this is that we thus received the punishment/judgment of death for our sinfulness

· Paul also says here that we also died to sin

What is the implication of being dead to sin?

· it means we are not enslaved to sin any more

· it is not necessary that we yield to temptations

· it’s like trying to persuade someone who is lying there in their casket to join us in some activity – they are not responsive to our invitations
So what does our believer’s baptism have to do with this use of the word?

· when we go down into the water that death is symbolized

· being immersed in the water is symbolic of being immersed into His death

It is the Holy Spirit who baptizes us into Christ’s death (and resurrection)

( This is the true meaning of the “baptism of he Spirit” 

How does being dead to sin, being no longer enslaved to sin change the way a person lives?

· able to overcome temptations

· does not need to be inevitable that I end up doing those things I know I should not want to do
· nor is it inevitable that I not do the things I know I should want to do
· God has made it possible that I can overcome temptations

( Remember that our physical baptism symbolizes this wonderful spiritual reality!
3.3 A Symbol of Life
Listen for how this passage completes the picture of the of the significance of our physical baptism.
Romans 6:4-10 We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.  [5] If we have been united with him like this in his death, we will certainly also be united with him in his resurrection.  [6] For we know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin--  [7] because anyone who has died has been freed from sin.  [8] Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him.  [9] For we know that since Christ was raised from the dead, he cannot die again; death no longer has mastery over him.  [10] The death he died, he died to sin once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God.  
Paul continues on his idea about being baptized/immersed in Christ’s death to include being raised to newness of life … What are some of the phrases which describe this?

· united with Him in resurrection

· we also live with Him

· raised from the dead, death no longer has mastery

· the life He lives, He (and we) now live to God

Consider this picture … how does it depict our conversion experience?  
· headed in different direction

· looking back on former life

· looking ahead to a different future life

· looking back to death

· looking ahead to life

Consider what this picture might say about baptism?

· salvation is the dividing line between the old way of life and the new

· Baptism is the public symbol of that difference!

What would be some of the emotions experienced by a prisoner who was set free from a sentence leading to death?
· joy

· excitement

· relieved

· thankful

· comforted

How does this experience compare to a believer who experiences being united with Christ in resurrection to new life?

· when we realize what it implies we have similar emotions

· it’s like having a new lease on life

· like getting to start over with a clean slate

Consider how our death to sin and being alive to Christ carries over to  our resurrection when Jesus comes again?

· now we are “positionally”  dead to sin and alive to Christ

· This is how God looks at us

· right now we are still living in our physical bodies and must experience that death to sin and that new life by faith
· When Jesus comes again, we will be experientially separated from sin and joined to Christ in eternal union (eternal life)
How might anticipating this truth affect our daily lives?

· knowing of a spiritual reality gives us something in which to place our trust

· when you know Truth, that Truth sets you free

· looking forward to a spiritual reality is encouraging when you are still “slugging it out in the trenches”

4. Conclusion – Application

4.1 Pray for children and grandchildren who have yet to demonstrate their faith in Christ through believer’s baptism

· pray for their salvation from early on in their infant years

· continue to support their growth in spiritual issues through prayer and modeling a Christian life

4.2 Pray for believers in foreign cultures who make a break from their heathen culture when they choose to be baptized

· pray that they will fully understand the significance of the physical act of baptism

· pray that the spiritual reality will demonstrate their death to sin and their new life with Christ

4.3 Each time you watch a baptism in our church

· remember Paul’s teaching in Romans

· going under the water symbolizes your being immersed in Christ’s death

· coming up out of the water symbolizes your being also brought out of spiritual death into a new life

4.4 When faced with temptation

· remember that God sees you as dead to sin

· by faith, you can experience this and practice it more effectively day by day

· instead of the inevitability of yielding to the temptation, you can replace that behavior with a “new life” response … doing the right thing, pleasing and honoring God
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