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The Agony of Defeat

1. Motivate

Think back to your child when you were punished for something someone else did!  How did it make you feel?
· mad

· devastated … how could this happen, when I was trying so hard to be good?

· unfairly treated

· wanted to get back

· wanted to do something wrong since you already “paid for it”

What are some modern examples of people suffering for the sins of others?

· family of a substance abuser suffers trying to cover up or dealing with the “fallout” of their misdeeds

· family who suffers at the hands of an abuser

· if a family member goes to prison you think everyone is looking at you as being a bad person also

· the heartbreak of a parent whose child gets in trouble
· a person gets a sexually transmitted disease from a promiscuous spouse

· children can have health problems when born to substance abusers

2. Transition

Today ( We look at how spiritual failures derail God’s people … facing up to sin and getting back on track requires good spiritual leadership.
3. Bible Study

3.1 Don’t Blame God

The Israelites have just lost an “easy” battle … listen for who Joshua blames.
Joshua 7:6-7 (NIV) Then Joshua tore his clothes and fell facedown to the ground before the ark of the Lord, remaining there till evening. The elders of Israel did the same, and sprinkled dust on their heads. [7] And Joshua said, "Ah, Sovereign Lord, why did you ever bring this people across the Jordan to deliver us into the hands of the Amorites to destroy us? If only we had been content to stay on the other side of the Jordan! 

How did Joshua approach God?

· tore his clothes

· fell face down on the ground before the ark of the covenant

· stayed there for a long time

· elders also sprinkled dust on their heads

What were the points Joshua made to God in his prayer?

· Lord you are sovereign – you do what you please to do

· why did you bring us across Jordan just to let us get killed/destroyed in battle?

· I suppose we should have been content to stay on the other side

What kind of mood or attitudes do you see displayed by Joshua?

· mad

· sad

· blames God

· wasn’t his fault … we only followed your directions (he thought)

How do people today blame others for their problems, their defeats?

· I was  deprived (line from West Side Story, “We’re depraved on account-a we’re deprived”)

· Flip Wilson’s line, “The devil made me do it.”

· I have the “over eating gene”

· our people have been suppressed
· just because I live on that part of town …

· you gave me a bad grade because you don’t like me

· she made me hit her

Why is it easier to blame God or others for our failures than to accept responsibility for them?

· taking responsibility implies or requires work or spending of resources

· don’t want to admit to sin in one’s life

· I’m really a good person, so I couldn’t have done that bad thing

· I might be able to get rich by suing someone, claiming it’s their fault

What steps should Christians take to accept responsibility for their own sins?

· agree with God that their action, their attitude is sin … it is an act of rebellion against God (active or passive)

· specifically declare what they did wrong to God

· if someone else has been openly wronged or hurt, go to that person, admit what you have done and ask forgiveness

· be careful here … if you (and 7 others) go to a person in the church and admit having a bad attitude toward him and this is all news to him … imagine how he would feel

· repent of the wrong … determine with God’s help to not repeat that sin

3.2 Call for Consecration
Listen for specific sins that were the cause of Israel’s defeat.
Joshua 7:10-13 (NIV)  The Lord said to Joshua, "Stand up! What are you doing down on your face? [11] Israel has sinned; they have violated my covenant, which I commanded them to keep. They have taken some of the devoted things; they have stolen, they have lied, they have put them with their own possessions. [12] That is why the Israelites cannot stand against their enemies; they turn their backs and run because they have been made liable to destruction. I will not be with you anymore unless you destroy whatever among you is devoted to destruction. [13] "Go, consecrate the people. Tell them, 'Consecrate yourselves in preparation for tomorrow; for this is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says: That which is devoted is among you, O Israel. You cannot stand against your enemies until you remove it. 

What specific sins committed by the Israelites did God name?
· violated the covenant

· taken some of the devoted things, put them with their own possessions

· they have stolen, they have lied about it
Note that the classification of  “devoted” was a Hebrew term referring  to …

· the irrevocable giving over of things or persons to the Lord, 
· often by totally destroying them;
· the remains from the destruction of Jericho were ordered by God to be “devoted”
What instructions did God give that would begin to bring about a solution to the problem?

· destroy whatever among you is devoted to destruction

· consecrate the people

· remove that which is devoted

What does this tell us about how God responds to His people’s sin?
· it is an offense to God

· you cannot be in good standing, good relationship to Him with sin in your life (that is yet to be confessed, repented of)

· God removed his protection and power in battle

· God will let us know specifically what the problem is and what to do about it

· God wants to cleanse our lives of the sin ... make his forgiveness effective

What do you think God meant when He told them, “Consecrate yourselves in preparation for tomorrow”?
· meditate on the severity of the problem

· set aside all other daily tasks, “clear your calendar” for doing business with God

· think about who God is and what He requires of His people

· get ready to do business with God

· this will be an important confrontation … settle down and focus on your relationship with God
How do we consecrate ourselves today?

· some of the same considerations … clear out mundane issues from your life and focus on who God is and what He wants to be in your life

· tell God He is the most important Person in your life

· declare your intent to follow Him and Him alone

· set aside the peripheral issues in your live and submit, surrender to His Lordship

· confess to God the “idols” in your life, 

· repent of those substitutes for God that exist in your life

3.3 Confront Sin
Listen for the method of finding the specific person who had sinned.

Joshua 7:16-26 (NIV)  Early the next morning Joshua had Israel come forward by tribes, and Judah was taken. [17] The clans of Judah came forward, and he took the Zerahites. He had the clan of the Zerahites come forward by families, and Zimri was taken. [18] Joshua had his family come forward man by man, and Achan son of Carmi, the son of Zimri, the son of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, was taken.  [19] Then Joshua said to Achan, "My son, give glory to the Lord, the God of Israel, and give him the praise. Tell me what you have done; do not hide it from me." [20] Achan replied, "It is true! I have sinned against the Lord, the God of Israel. This is what I have done: [21] When I saw in the plunder a beautiful robe from Babylonia, two hundred shekels of silver and a wedge of gold weighing fifty shekels, I coveted them and took them. They are hidden in the ground inside my tent, with the silver underneath." [24] Then Joshua, together with all Israel, took Achan son of Zerah, the silver, the robe, the gold wedge, his sons and daughters, his cattle, donkeys and sheep, his tent and all that he had, to the Valley of Achor. [25] Joshua said, "Why have you brought this trouble on us? The Lord will bring trouble on you today." Then all Israel stoned him, and after they had stoned the rest, they burned them. [26] Over Achan they heaped up a large pile of rocks, which remains to this day. Then the Lord turned from his fierce anger. Therefore that place has been called the Valley of Achor ever since. 

How would you have disciplined Achan if you were in charge?
· surrender the illegally obtained items

· pay a fine, 30 lashes, march at the end of the column, wear a sign

Why do you think the punishment was so severe?

· he had caused the deaths of more than 30 soldiers in the lost battle
· he had openly defied God’s commands … it was an “in your face” rebellion against God

· he was to be made an example for others … don’t mess with God’s commands

( Sin is serious … it is necessary to confront the sin which is behind spiritual failures!

What kinds of things can happen to us when we try to hide sin?

· we sin more to cover up the original sin

· begin to live a life of hypocrisy 

· we become bitter

· it is harder and harder to bring ourselves to a place of repentance and confession as time passes

· we drift farther and farther out of fellowship with God

· our testimony is ruined … we can negatively affect lives of others around us

How might God get our attention in these situations to confront us with the need for confession and repentance?
· an illness

· an accident, loss of a job, some traumatic event

· a verse that jumps out at you

· a sermon that seems directly aimed you

· a trusted friend comes to you and tells you of their concern of what he/she sees

4. Application

4.1 The important thing is our response to God’s intervention

· God wants us back in fellowship with Him

· confess … agree with God that you have sinned … He is righteous/just … you are not

· repent … make the decision to head your life in the other direction

· receive God’s forgiveness

· receive His strength to go on with a life of spiritual victory … not defeat

4.2 The Israelites created a sizeable pile of rocks over Achan’s grave and called it the “Valley of Trouble”

· You might have some “scars” that remind you of your “valley of trouble”

· when you see this reminder …
· Don’t blame God

· recommit, re-consecrate yourself to God

· continue to set yourself apart from things that lead to spiritual failures

4.3 When you know you are struggling with a sin, don’t wait for God or someone else to confront you
· deal with the issue now
· take responsibility for spiritual failures

· turn from things that separate you from God

Joshua 7:11 (New Living Translation)   Israel has sinned and broken my covenant! They have stolen the things that I commanded to be set apart for me. And they have not only stolen them; they have also lied about it and hidden the things among their belongings. 
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