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Acting Decisively



1. Motivate

For each of the items listed, think what courageous acts could be done with them.
	Writing Pen
	Shoes
	Telephone
	Car

	· write a letter of support

· write letter to editor
	· walk up to someone's door to witness
	· make calls to solicit help for an important cause
	· drive a group of teenagers on a missions trip!


2. Transition

Today  we will look at someone who used a crown to do something courageous for God

· In her role as Queen,  Esther acted decisively for God
3. Bible Study

3.1 Trust God Through Life's Ups and Downs
Listen for troubles in the lives of Mordecai and Esther
Esther 2:7 (NIV)   Mordecai had a cousin named Hadassah, whom he had brought up because she had neither father nor mother. This girl, who was also known as Esther, was lovely in form and features, and Mordecai had taken her as his own daughter when her father and mother died. … 17 Now the king was attracted to Esther more than to any of the other women, and she won his favor and approval more than any of the other virgins. So he set a royal crown on her head and made her queen instead of Vashti. … 3:5-6 When Haman saw that Mordecai would not kneel down or pay him honor, he was enraged. [6] Yet having learned who Mordecai's people were, he scorned the idea of killing only Mordecai. Instead Haman looked for a way to destroy all Mordecai's people, the Jews, throughout the whole kingdom of Xerxes. 

What troubles to you see in Esther's life?

· orphaned at an apparently early age

· had to be brought up by a cousin

· was part of a captive Jewish family, exiled to Babylon

What about advantages she experienced?

· had a loving relative willing to taker her in

· was apparently quite attractive

· was chosen in the king's beauty contest to be the new queen
How did Mordecai get in trouble with one of the king's officials

· refused to bow down to Haman

· Haman took personal offense … not only at Mordecai, but at all the Jews
How did God prepare the way for Esther and Mordecai to be used by God to save their people?

· they were in the right place

· at the right time

· gave Esther the grace and beauty to qualify for choice as queen

· gave Mordecai the connection into the royal court for information to flow both directions 

· If it wasn't against Mordecai, Haman would probably have found some way to demonstrate hatred against the Jews

· This way it involved Mordecai who had this contact

3.2 Recognize My Role in God's Work
Listen how each person involved responded to the growing crisis.
Esther 4:13-17 (NIV)   he sent back this answer: "Do not think that because you are in the king's house you alone of all the Jews will escape. [14] For if you remain silent at this time, relief and deliverance for the Jews will arise from another place, but you and your father's family will perish. And who knows but that you have come to royal position for such a time as this?" [15] Then Esther sent this reply to Mordecai: [16] "Go, gather together all the Jews who are in Susa, and fast for me. Do not eat or drink for three days, night or day. I and my maids will fast as you do. When this is done, I will go to the king, even though it is against the law. And if I perish, I perish." [17] So Mordecai went away and carried out all of Esther's 
What was Mordecai's warning?
· just because you are queen, this will not completely protect you

· when it is discovered you are Jewish, you will be done away with also

· you must use your position to try to rescue all your/our people

What does he mean by "relief and deliverance for the Jews will arise from another place"?

· God will protect His people

· if you don't have a part in it, God will still accomplish it, but you will not be spared

· God has placed you in this position to be His tool at this time

Esther had Mordecai to help her realize the role God had for her.   How do we recognize the role God may have for us to play in His workings?

· the specific individuals we are in contact with

· the particular position we have in our job, our community, our church

· family members we have influence over (children, grandchildren, nieces, nephews, in-laws, outlaws, etc.)

· people we meet "by chance" in our travels, shopping, sports events

· the specific homes we visit in FAITH

· the specific talents God has given us (music, working with children, teaching, helping) 
Note that God had place Esther in a pivotal place in history … it became a story known and celebrated by all Jews

( we have roles that can be considered just as pivotal … they may not become well known, but in God's economy, they are just as important!

How did Esther prepare for her confrontation with the king?

· asked Mordecai to have all Jews fast and pray

· she also fasted and prayed

· her attendants did the same

Why is this important?

· she realized that all that might happen was in God's hands

· she dedicated herself to demonstrating faith in God

· she wanted to be focused on God's power, God's authority, God's love

3.3 Seize the Moment
Listen for the circumstances under which Esther made her request to the king.
Esther 7:1-3 (NIV)   So the king and Haman went to dine with Queen Esther, [2] and as they were drinking wine on that second day, the king again asked, "Queen Esther, what is your petition? It will be given you. What is your request? Even up to half the kingdom, it will be granted." [3] Then Queen Esther answered, "If I have found favor with you, O king, and if it pleases your majesty, grant me my life--this is my petition. And spare my people--this is my request. 

Note the events leading up to this banquet …
· Esther invites Haman to a first banquet with the king
· meanwhile, Haman builds 75 ft high gallows on which to hang Mordecai and other Jews

· in a night of insomnia reading, the king is made aware of Mordecai's previous deed of heroism
· the king asks Haman how to award someone who has been of good service to the crown … then Haman has to do all those nice things to his enemy Mordecai

Why do you think Esther included Haman in the invitations?
· wanted to confront him directly

· keep your enemy where you can see him

· then he couldn't escape some way

How did Esther seize the moment?

· established God's help

· established the correct setting

· got all the players together in the right place

· when the time was right, didn't hesitate but acted decisively  

What kind of situations do we have when we need to seize the moment and take decisive action for God?

· witnessing to someone

· decline certain kinds of invitations

· jump in and help someone in need

· quick to donate funds to a specific need God reveals to us

3.4 Celebrate God's Intervention and Mercy

Listen for how the Jews were actually delivered.
Esther 8:11-13 (NIV)   The king's edict granted the Jews in every city the right to assemble and protect themselves; to destroy, kill and annihilate any armed force of any nationality or province that might attack them and their women and children; and to plunder the property of their enemies. [12] The day appointed for the Jews to do this in all the provinces of King Xerxes was the thirteenth day of the twelfth month, the month of Adar. [13] A copy of the text of the edict was to be issued as law in every province and made known to the people of every nationality so that the Jews would be ready on that day to avenge themselves on their enemies. … 16  For the Jews it was a time of happiness and joy, gladness and honor. 
What was the new law passed by the king?
· the Jews could assemble and defend themselves

· they could attack anyone who posed a threat

· they could confiscate the property of those who planned to assault them

· this was to be made know quickly throughout all the kingdom

Why was there this time of happiness, joy, gladness, and honor when they still had to fight for their survival?

· God had provided them (in most timely fashion) the right to fight for their survival

· God had placed specific people in specific places where they could defeat the enemies of His people

Why is it important to celebrate God's intervention in our individual lives and in the life of our church?

· we give the honor to God, to whom it is due

· we declare our joy to God for what He has done for us

· we do this to remind ourselves and to demonstrate to others that it is God who has done great things, not our own efforts

What recent events in our lives, our church do you think we should celebrate God's intervention?

· recent baptisms

· people who have recently come to Jesus

· God's enabling for people to join together to meet a financial need

· new missionaries sent out

· specific prayers answered
4. Conclusion – Application

4.1 Trust God in the ups and downs in your life

· Esther and Mordecai had struggles just like we do

· we need to make good choices during such times

· good choices include continuing to trust God's power, God's love

· trust God even when confronted by hatred, prejudice

4.2 Know that God is at work both in the affairs of nations and the lives of individuals

· He uses individuals to accomplish His purposes at all levels

· He prepares individuals for service in specific crises

· That person must be willing to act

· That person must exercise faith and courage

· All of us need continuous prayer support … especially those who might be in those crisis situations

4.3 Seize the moment that God places before you

· timing is important

· make commitments

· then be willing to act decisively on those commitments
4.4 Know that God delivers His people

· celebrate God's divine intervention in our lives

· take joy in God's workings in your behalf
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